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not yet been sentimentalized like "pilgrim"; it is not an

Americanism like "transients," and it does give to me the

sense of a fleeting stay; whereas lodgers sound dreadfully

permanent since they have been given votes.

We have in the English language the richest and noblest

in the world, and perhaps after this war we shall hear l«s

of the advocates of pure Saxon, an advocacy which personally

I find rather like the attitude of the plain man who wants to

assert himself on his first introduction to a duke.

There remains for me to apologize for the delay in the

appearance of this volume. You who know how many weel^

I have spent iU in bed this year will forgive me, and through

you I make an apology to other readers who by their expres-

sions of interest in the date of the second volume have en-

couraged me so greatly. Finally it strikes me that I have

seemed above to be grumbling at criticism. Th.s is not so.

I believe there is nobody, certainly no young writer who is

under such a debt of obligation as I am to the encourage-

ment and the sympathy of his anonymous critiK.

Accept this dedicatory epilogue, my dear John, as the

pledge of our enduring friendship.

Yours ever,

CoMPTON Mackenzie.

Ivcr, October 18, 191 4-


