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No. 528 SPAWN AND LARVA OF AMBYSTOMA (38

This vear an attempt was made to remove all the
spawn of A. punctatum from the special pools. In the
middle of June larve 30-35 mm. long were collected
from them and examined as to this pattern; it was found
in but 35 per cent. Two causes may have contributed
to this—the abundance of brush in the pools may have
caused some spawn of A. punctatum to be overlooked,
and the great expansion of the chromatophores—much
oreater than ever attained in the laboratory, the pools
heing verv dark, probably disguised it in some cases.
[t was found impossible to put these larve under ob
servation in the laboratory to test this point, for owing
to the long journey or to the change of water they in
variably died within a few hours.

Little importance would have been attached to a point
of coloration so variable as this had it not been found to
be uniformly lacking in similar larve of 4. punctatum,
whether raised in the laboratory or taken from the pools
known to contain little, if any, spawn of 4. jefferson
ianum. In view of the range of coloration for A. tignri
num as larve (indicated by Powers), the degree of con
stancy noted is perhaps the most that could be expeected.
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