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a snifTle nidividual. Mr. Alplionsc Dcsjanlins was born at Levis
OiicI.cc. ,n 1854.

1 Ic graduated fnmi the college of his native
town in 18/0. and .shortly afterward went into journalism He
early became engrossed in the study of economic and social
science, and epsecialiy was his attention attracted by the co-
operative movement which was sprea.ling over Europe. He
had stu.hcd with the keenest interest the rapid development of
co-operation in (iermany. France. P.elgium. llollan.l and Den-
mark. This latter country he ha.l seen pick herself up from
the v-ery depths of despair after the unfortunate German war
of 1864. in which she lost the richest of her territory, and
through the adoption of the principles of co-operation aid uni-
versal education, start on a career of rejuvenated pros,,erity
such as she had never known before her mutilation. He saw
clearly the important part which the Schulze-Delitzsch and
Raiffe.sen banks had played in the industrial a<lvancement of
uime<l (.erinai.y: and he also knew what a similar system of
co-operative cre.lit had accomplishe.l for Italv. Moreover for
the past thirteen years, he has had the advantage of being in
communication with most of the European leaders T s per-
sonal correspondence with the moving spirits of co-ope ation in
the old world has placed him in possession of a great <leal of
intormation on the subject which has up to the present time
never been published.

I Hit of this mass of heterogeneous material Mr. Desjardins
arrivc.1 at a conviction of the supreme im,K;rtance of the prin-
ciple of adaptation. iMrst of all. an association must grow out
of local needs. Denmark, for example, the country which has
surpassed all others in co-operative organization, has never
adopte<I the credit form of society. Any attempt to engraft on
society an institution whose function is already adequately and
economically performed by others, would onlv be a useless ex-
penditure of energy and multiplication of machinerv Mr
Desjardms has perceive.! that the success of co-operati've asso-
ciations in infusing new hope and energy into the masses who
are struggling on the very margin of subsistence, lav largely in
their wide range of adaptability. Being himself a reformer and


