
for the mont part at that travRmed by
the Canaillan Northern. With the
pxciiiihin of Bome mileaKP arouiid Howe
Simnil thfrp are mi phyHlcal ccinilttUinn

iiulto BO prohlbltUe iin the Pnclflc
Orcat Kastcrn aa thowe prvtu'ritrd on the
Canadian Northern ruclllr, nne nectlon
of w'llch. In the vicinity of Savonan
Prairie, Is costing In the neighbor-
hood of $101,000 a inllp. Nor Is It

propost'd on thi- I'udtlc Orpat Eaatern,
nor Would the maracter of the country
permit It, to have the same eary and
economic gradlentx that are to I found
on the Canadian Northfrn. In a large
meanure. Mr. Speaker, the Paclflc Great
ICastern baa been treated by Parliament
nnd the country aa a colonization line,

where In the usual course of events
there aie not to be found the same
(InWhert structuii -^ In the way of
bridges, and the .same heavy roadbed
for traffic that you will Hod on the
well standardized railway. But th«
point I want to mak clear is that
while the original obllt;atlon of the
I'aclflc Great Kastern actually obliges
that road to build on a standard equal
to the Canadian Northern between
Wlnnlpci,' and Edmonton, It Is desired
by this corporation, an Independ :.it and
local pioneer coloi Ization corporf tlon,

to make the best of "he Investment and
to offer the best trackage that condi-

tions will permit between the Peace
River and the City of Van! r>uver.

The country thus traversed has been
dealt with by nie before now. I referred
to the section between Fort G'-orge and
the City of Vancouver when I Intro-
duced this policy to the House two
years ago. I pointed out at the t!me
that there would appear to be from
Squamlsh to Fort George a section of
the Province equal to the highest
agricultural and mineral development.
The Squamlsh district, despite its

many handicaps, had already proved
that it was a most up-to-date district.

The reports from miners and prospec-
tors who went into the lountry were
all of the most gratifying and en-
couraging nature. Pemherton Meadows
and the nearby vicinity, since the
earliest days of settlement in the
country has been regaiied as one of
the richest agricultural zones that we
possess. LiUooet had alr?ady proven
its worth in the way of fruits and
other products, which were brought to

Vancouver in competition with the
products of the Okanagan and other

interior secllonn. As for the valley of
the KrH-Hpr the Ciirlbon dl.itrlct. Fort
George and Chl!jotln Country, It would be
dllllcult for luf to add to the accounts
that have itlreaily been given by men
Well \eiHed In the subject thoy speak
of. It bus been my privilege for many
sessions to listen to the speeches of
Ihi' .Members for Cariboo and other
(lUlrbtM of the Province is to the
aoruli-rful poHslbllitles for agricultural
ibHelopment. and on SVveral ocrasiois
I have been fortunate enough to look
over the territory myself and to be
satisfied as to what that resourceful-
ness can .ind must mean presently
when, through the operations of the
Paclflc Great Kastern. it has a.i

opportunity of expressing Itself

As to the lead mines of the Cb Iboo,

I think their latent wealth is a matier
of record and that, given an oppor-
tunity In the shape of proper trans-
portation facilities, thay will Jo much
toward giving Brii..ih Columbia the
place .xhe has a right to occupy. There
Is abundance of evidence to show that
the lead deposits are numerous and of
such a character as will undoubtedly
attract universal attention.

This brlng.<< me to Fort George Itself,

where, instead of still pressing on into

a veritable pioneer district, the Pacific

Great E^astern, when it makes contact
with the limits of the place, will be at
once brought Into touch with the
national transcontinental. If there was
not* Ing else to justify the building of
this road to Vance iver than the con-
striction of the national transconti-

nental, I think that circumstance in

itself would be ample; and when we
couple with that fact the wondrous
wealth of the Intervening territory that
lies between Fort George and 'he City
of Vancouver, we have such a com-
plete and fascinating story that It

would be difficult indeed for any person
interested in the Proirlnce to refrain

from going Into tv-sticies over the

possihilltles of developnent.
While T cannot claim for the Pacific

Great Eastern the same status as a
railway corporiition that Is occupied to-
day by the Canadian Northern, I can
.say that the Government was careful
enough to see before committing itself
to this corporation that there was no
uncertainty as to Its backing and traffic
arrangements with the Grand Trunk
Paclflc. Reference to the Provincial
Acts of 1912 will show that there Is


