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The fourth conference, in Ottawa
(October 1971), focused on obstacles to
Pacific trade, with particular reference to
non-tariff barriers such as national agri-
cultural policies (especially in Japan and
the United States), tariff escalation affec-
ting LDC processing industries, and such
non-tariff barriers affecting trade in manu-
factures as government purchasing policies
in the United States and administrative
controls in Japan. The search for policy
solutions was overshadowed by a debate
about the short- and long-term implica-
tions of the famous Nixon measures of
August 15, 1971.

The fifth meeting, in T'okyo, reviewed
structural adjustment policies, calling
attention to their importance in alleviating
the transitional costs of those sectors most
affected by the impact of trade liberaliza-
tion. The very existence of such policies
was seen as vital to the prospect of
achieving substantial liberalization of
trade, especially if such liberalization was
to serve the interests of the labour-inten-
sive manufacturing industries so vital to
the development expectations of develop-
ing Asian countries.

Growing involvement
The sixth meeting, in Mexico City, dra-

matically reflected the growing involve- .

ment of Latin America in Pacific affairs,
with Mexico and the Andean group being
particularly well represented. The theme,
transfer of technology, brought foreign
direct investment back into centre stage.
The conference focused on the alternative
means of transferring and adapting tech-
nology, including the importance of trade
and aid policies, The value of codes of

. conduct and national or regional policies

designed to increase the social benefits to
host countries was reviewed, with some
emphasis on the pioneering experience of
the Andean group. Another notable feature
of this meeting was the first involvement
of Soviet economists, demonstrating their
country’s” search for a role in Pacific
economic relations.

The most recent conference, in Auck-
land, New Zealand, dealt with the impli-

'catlons of dlsparltles not primarily those

between the U.S. and Canada, which pre-
or between
Japan and Australia, but those between
Australia and New Zealand and the tiny
island states of the South Pacific whose
populations have depended on them for
employment opportunities as well as capi-
tal and markets.

As the PTDC moves towards planned
meetings on Pacific trade and employment,
in Thailand (July 1976), and an orderdly

Liberalization
of trade
requires
policies to ease
transition




