Canada and the League

Full Text of Mr. Mackenzie King's Important
Speech at Geneva on September 29

Crovernmeoent of Canada shar the view that th
present s oao very critical time i the attadrs of th
world, but, particalarly and  immediately i th
attan Ol |Hr~|n More than one delegate  with

ntimate knowledge of the situation has alvready spoken of th
growing  tenston  throunghout this Continent With |
imtimate knowledee, Canada h reframed trom putting torward
m advance ol thas mectin Yy commeoents or proposil

Fhe means of solving immediate Earopean problems are, wi
believe, bhest known to the nations of Furope themselve and
hkely, at this juncture, to he most ettective of apphied by direct
negotintion Having sind this, mav | add that we believe th
present s o time when no country houdd D vtistied  watl
tppearances or profession It s a time when the reality an
eltlectiveness ol whatever hemmg considered hould a H
pletely as possible be known and disclosed Undertakings are
meaningless apart from the will, the intent, and the capacit
to meet obhgations assumed

Contrast Between the Old World and the New

Canadian viewing conditions i BEurope from their own
country, are struck by the violent nature of the propaganda
and recrimimations hurled imcessantly across the frontiers, the
endeavours to draw all countries into one or other extromist
camp, the tevenish race for rearmament, the hureving to and
tro of diplomat the ceaseless weaving and unravelling ol
understandings and alliances, and the consequent  fear and
uncertainty ot the peoples It is o complete contrast to the
friendly  relations with our neighbours to  which  we  ar
accustomed

I mention this not to suggest that Europe at the moment

i be expected to follow a similar course, but rather to explam
v dhifterence 1 national outlook, which has its bearing upon
pohicies which som may fteel the Leagud hould ad It W
approach the consideration of the existing situation with the
fullest svmpathy tor the dithcultios and the pohicies of other
members of the Leagu We recogmse the special condition
that face a great part of Furope, the crowded populations, the

ores of daiviidhing trontier the bitter memories which zealots ol

vtionalism wall it et di he heritage of ancient privilege and

cla division, the unrest resulting from the redrawing ol
political boundarie v ¢ upheaval m the social structur
which the Great \War brought in its traan We recognise that
we in Canada are particularly fortunate both m our neighbow
and m our lack of neighbours, and we agree that we cannot
reasonably expect our relations and our attitude to be wholly
dupheated elsewhere

I he representative of the United lingdom declared that
country cannot impose its social system or political faith upon
another country with ditterent backgrounds Ihat s equall
true of the relations between one continent and another It
It would
cqually  unre (0 CX]PI North American State t

a truth however which waork

|\
OPINoI mal | 1
qu sL1O] I automatl onhgation ‘
national disputes have m mind our experience as a memb
of the British Commonwealth of Nations I'he nations of the
British Commonwealth are held together by ties of friendship
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by stmialan |-w||||- U omstitution el by common  attachment
to democratic wdeals, rather than by commitments to join
together in win he Canadian Parliament reserves to atself
the right to declarve, in the hght of the circumstances existing
it the time, to what extent, o at all, Canada will participate in
contlicts i which other members of the Commonwealth may
e engagod It is true ther pecial factors in this relation
hip which make it impossible to draw a complete parallel
between  League and Commonwealth  relations Hut  these
factors also work i both directions Certainly this experience
has had an eftect in convincing Canadians of the possibility of
preserving close and friendly co-operation without the existence
of a central authority or of mbtary commitments

Fhis respect for the tull autonomy of cach of the self-govern
ing members of the British Commonwealth, 1 may add, 15 not
confined to questions of participation i wii It J]»]'hl‘tw«lll
relationships It is for cach part to decide what political or
ceconomic pohicies it may wish t wdopt Recognition of the

me principle, we bhelieve | | woern the actions of all the
membet { the League of Nation

A Tradition of Freedom

I'he Canadian tradition ( of mherited and developed
dom I'he repressio Crit m s ahien to that tradition
uoinstitution I upon democratic principle

sbject to m by democratic methods.  We
profound faith tl he way of freedom is also the path

Holdimg that con wrselv we o not assume

have a mussion to un our behets and institutions on

other States We concur in the faith ¢ -.1-|n'»-\-i by the Umted
Kingdom representative in the soundness and the indispensable
value of democratic mstitutions and mdhividual freedom, but we
concur also m his view that \ wh country, whether a
member of the League or n ( ( or itself what form of
CONOMIC 01 i t suited to its own

rnment or
nd condition | T

maintainmg our own

which w le oursely It
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1 L permanent | tent i the
necessity of adjusting political | d mstitutions to the new
conditions of world idustry an ( FOZress, an apprecia




