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Dal Model ParliamentBLUE-SUITED BOOBS 
BUNGLE JUSTICE WHY I VOTED AS I DID

By PROFESSOR J. H. AITCHISON

Pending my election as Speaker of the Model Parliament on February 15,1 deliberately 
chose to sit on the Conservative, opposition, side of the House. The Prime Minister was 
surprised at this, but when he asked me whether I should not be sitting on the government 
side of the House, I replied “No,” it was better for me to remain where I was. The Prime 
Minister was justified in being surprised, for never in the history of the Canadian House 
of Commons has a Speaker been chosen whose political affiliation has been with the opposi­
tion party.

By“THE OBSERVER”
A

After observing with considerable curiosity for some 
years now the collection of several hundred smug little 
Mama’s sons and Papa’s daughters who comprise the stu­
dents of various faculties of our anything but salty college 
by the sea, it strikes me there is no group among us that 
entertain quite so much conceit, snobbery, disdain, and 

> pseudo-maturity, with so little reason, as that urbane, blue- 
suited, brief-cased, and jutting-jawed group of “men,” who 
delve lustily into the science of profiting from human voice 
within the confines of our renowned and illustrious law 
school.

The immediate inspiration for strongly alloyed steel. It was dif- 
this assesment of the stylized and ficult to determine the point of the 
sterling character of these money- case involved on this particular oc- 
minded robots was given birth at casion, but it did seem to concern 
10:02 last Wednesday morning when a pauperized mother of eight chil- 
this writer observed some 20 of the dren who had been deserted by a 
breed file noisily into the canteen worthless husband. Somehow the 
to delicately devour a like number problem had found its way into the 
of cups of coffee between bass- courts, and the 20 steely-eyed, mus- 
voiced legal harangues. Carrying cle-faced Christians were feverish- 

^ rich brief cases of a quality so lav- ly defending the position of the fine 
ish they would grace the crown father, 
jewels, were they to be used for 
their transportation, the squad of 
virile giants expropriated two tables 
at the south-east end of the room, 
and began to drag on cigarettes 
with an air of lanquid sophistication 
sufficiently casual to turn a TV 

A private eye green with envy.
Taking care not to dirty the white 

French cuffs protruding tastefully 
from the dark sleeves of their im­
peccable clothing, they nodded their 
immaculately combed agreement as 
one of their members made a telling 
point during their earnest, but cor- 

Tt rectly subdued, conversation.
Philip Wylie once received world- 

renown for writing that the urine 
of American mothers would etch 
glass; as one listened to these para­
gons of manly virtue discussing 
their cases in the middle of a sunny 
morning, one could only feel theirs 

*» would make similar shift of a1 gling into a cave.

I hope to live to see the day, merely that the bill be NOW read the result would have been the 
however, when such a person will a second time the negativing of the same, and the same problem would
be elected_or rather re-elected— motion means merey that the House have arisen. A government cannot

be if the Liberals win decided that the bill shall not NOW be sustained indefinitely by the 
the next federal election and Mr. be read a second time. It remains casting vote of the Speaker. For a 
Michener is as he should be, re- open to the government to move permanently evenly divided House 
elected to the Chair. In the United the second reading again on some the only remedy is a general elec- 
Kingdom this happens as a matter later date during the session. tion.
of course whenever the government The only way in which the op- 
changes hands in the interval be- position can be sure of permanently 
tween parliaments. Indeed, in 1959, shelving a bill for the session is to 
the proposal to select a new Speak- move and carry the six months’ 
er from the ranks of the opposition hoist, i.e., to move ar amendment 
was there apparently actively con- that the bill bo not now read a sec- 
sidered. In the event, other, and 0nd time but read six months’ 
less wise, counsels prevailed and hence. If the opposition had moved , Madness— 
the British House of Commons end- such an amendment and the vote 
ed by setting the worst precedent had resulted in a tie, I would have 
in the election of the Speaker since cast my vote against the amend- 
before the Reform Act of 1832. ment.

as he will

No disrespect is shown the Chair 
by members of the House asking 
the Speaker for the grounds for his 
decision. The members are entitled 
to know.

X

(continued from page four)

Must leave quick, before I lose 
my soul or anything, that really 
matters. Wishful thinking. The Bra­
zilian cadets conga line and myself 
were getting quite confused, when 
a voice from the blue queried, “do 
you need help?” Aha, one of the 
producers. Sanity at last. Appar­
ently she must have got wind of the 
fact that a lost soul was wandering 
around backstage, and as the pro­
ducer's policy usually is, decided to 
retrieve it. Or him.

Having resolved the problem to 
their satisfaction by returning the 
distressed women and their brood 
to their gutter-like hovel without 
visible means of support, the squad 
moved nonchantly and powerfully 
out of the room, undoubtedly con­
vinced they had been participants 
in the fine moral and intellectual 
accomplishment.

Importance of the Second 
Reading

It might be argued that if the 
second reading had carried, the bill 
could still be considered and even 
defeated on the third reading—and 
that therefore the Speaker should 
have cast his vote in favour of the 
second reading. Perhaps so. But the 
second reading is normally the 
stage at which the House decides 
whether a bill on a particular sub­
ject shall ultimately pass through 
all the stages of the legislative pro­
cess in the House. The House then 
decides to approve or disapprove of 
the general principle of the bill and 
subsequent stages deal merely with 
the way that principle shall be em- 
beded in the language of the bill.

Moreover, the third reading was 
due to come up immediately when

Impartiality of Speaker 
Essential

The duty of the Speaker is to be 
strictly impartial and in giving his 
casting vote, he should not be con­
cerned either to sustain a govern­
ment or to defeat it, and he should 
be quite indifferent as to the merits 
of the proposal. Whatever the prac­
tices of the past, he should give his 
casting vote in such a way, if he 
can, that the question remains open 
to be re-considered later by the 
House if the House so wishes.

Coffee-break thus over, they re­
turned once more to the building 
from which they had emerged, 
there to twist, manipulate and mis­
construe the letter of the law until 
what little was left of their batter­
ed minds had adopted forever an 
immunity to Justice and a metho­
dology for calculated financial ex­
ploitation of human error, tragedy 
and weakness.

I looked at her questioningly. 
“Oh, I always let down my hair 
here” she thinkled. “Nothing un­
usual. Now, are you sure you want 
to know what really goes on at re­
hearsals?” I nodded—yes, yes—any­
thing, I was ready for anything 
now. “Come wiz me, and you will 
discover . . .

•They're having a wonderful time 
with Wonderful Town.’

The substantive question before 
the House on February 15 was 
whether or not Bill No. 2 should be 
given second reading. If the motion 
for second reading had passed, that 
question would have been dispos- 

It was like watching snakes wrig- ed of once and for all. Since the
motion for second reading was
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IB M seeks success with and for
those it employs

... it's yours 
when you 
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Graduates who are ready and eager to work, 
men who seek to expand their knowledge 
through additional study and practical applica­
tion are given every possible assistance at IBM.
These men have as their associates other men 
of great skill and experience in the absorbing 
and challenging field of electronic computing. 
They become part of a forward looking company 
whose operations are world wide and whose 
engineering and research facilities are second 
to none.
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illmmm Mmrnrn ! . . the admiring
i ft looks that dart your way when 

^ | If I; you swing into Springf I 8 I in a Kitten ensemble!
i jiff I; This pullover, dressmaker-styled, 
* SHI *** jn purr-soft "Geelong" Lambswool, 

fluffed with white Angora collar and 
cuffs is coordinated with "Geelong" 

Lambswool skirt, a carousel of free-swinging 
box pleats . . . both in an exciting colour palette 

of perfectly matching, Springtime pastels. 
Pullover, 34-40 . . . $10.95. Skirt, 8-20 . . . $22.95
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Arts, Commerce and Engineering 
graduates who wish to learn about 

the success possible at IBM, 
write for this booklet.
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INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES COMPANY LIMITED
Sun Life Building, Montreal, Quebec

Eastern District Manager—J. E. Tapsell
IBM

Without this label \I it is not a genuine KITTEN!
730

vr


