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This week’s Feature looks at a number of very informative articles written
by University students from the USSR. Publication of these articles represents
one aspect of what should be an on-going exchange of information between the
Brunswickan and the student paper at Vilnius University in Lithuania.
Readers will discover that while there may be a great deal of difference bet-
ween the cultures of Canadians and Russians, there are interesting similarities
which have a lot to do with being young and seeking to be educated in today’s

‘world. We are happy to share in this exchange and we encourage you to write

us giving your responses to this Feature.

Kwame Dawes (Features Editor)

FOUR CENTURIES
THE VILNIUS UNIVERSITY

4 ALGIRDAS LIPSTAS;
EDITOR OF THE V.S.U. STUDENT NEWSPAPER

The Vilnius University is more than 400 years old -- the oldest higher educational in-
stitution not only in Lithuania (a Soviet Baltic Republic) but also in the Societ Union.

In the 16th century the reformation ideas swept through the Rzeczpospolita Polska --the
state of Poland and Lithuania. The dangerous spreaders of heresy included graduates of
west European Protestant universities, there being no university in Lithuania. In a bid to
stop the spreading of negative ideas, the Jesuits Order established a collegium in Vilnius on
April 1, 1570. Nine years later the collegium was turned by a king’s decree into a universi-
ty -- ALMA ACADEMIA ET UNIVERSITAS VILNEUSIS -- which was a Jesuitic,
Catholic, of course.

There were but two faculties at the university first -- the theological and philosophical
ones. The Faculty of Law appeared in the 17th century. An observatory (the oldest in
castern Europe) was opened in 1753.

Upon abolition of the Jesuits Order in 1773 the Vilnius University became secular and
led all schools in the territory. But shortly afterwards the Rzeczpospolita was divided bet-
ween Austria, Prussia and the Russian Empire, and Vilnius and Lithuania became part of
the Empire. The university again got new rules and a curator-supervisor. However, dur-
ing a recent discussion of university autonomy, Assistant Professor Saulius Vengrys said the
university in 1803 enjoyed more rights than now.

Europe’s biggest botanical gardens, a zoology museum, a unique library founded in
1570, several medical institutes, three clinics and even a pharmacy of its own have been
functioning at the university since the early 19th century. Active public life has given rise
to a multitude of student brotherhoods and alliances within its walls. And many student
‘and lecturers in 1830-1831 took part in the uprising which shook the Empire and the ter-
ritory of the former Rzeczpospolita. That decided its fate: The uprising was supressed and
the university -- closed down. It was deprived of its collections of valueless publications
and relics which were transferred to other educational institutions of the Russian Empire.
Many of them have never been returned.

Soviet power was proclaimed in Lithuania in 1918, and in March 1919 a decree was
issued to open the Vilnggys University. But the city was occupied by bourgeois Poland. Bet-
ween two world wars a Polish university was functioning in Vilnius, and a Lithuanian one
-- in Kaunas (the then capital of bourgeois Lithuania), that worked by the rules of the old

/ Vilnius University.
" The modern history of the Vilnius University began in the autumn of 1944 when Vilnius
was liberated from German fascist invaders. The university has been widened since. Its 14
Jaculties have long outgrown the old building in the downtown. The most prestigious
“16th- century classrooms were given to future historians and philogogist who must feel
that the time is not out of joint. ;

The university has a more than 16,000 enrollment now. Every fourth inhabitant of
Lithuania with a higher education is its graduate. : .

FIRST YEAR CAPERS: OF FUXES AND DEANS

By Ausrine Peciuraite, a student at Vilnius University

We started our studies on September 1. This day is a real feast for all of us, but especially for first-year students. They get “baptized” on this day.

Before a freshman is “baptized”, the student community does not regard him as its equal member. Only after this symbolic procedure does he become
a “fux”, a first-year student. “Fuxus Fui”--we have all been fuxes. The higher you climb up scholarly peaks, the more rights you have to baptize
newcomers.

This year baptizing at the philology department included a “cuckoo”--a student who has to sit up in a tree, according to the scenario. He jokingly
'v:)tamed: ;‘Formerly, one could be persecuted for anecdotes. Now the times have changed, but nobody knows what’ll come next...” But the students could

care less.

Fuxes know that there is no escape from being dipped into the fountain pool. Br-r-r-r. Cold water promises pneumonia, but freshmen plunge in obe-
diently. What else can you do if a medieval knight urges yau into the water with his spear? Besides, you have to paint a portrait of the dean. They say it
will be kept in the museum. What if the dean doesn'’t like your masterpiece?

Attention. A solemn moment. If in the good old days everybody took part in the elections of Miss Philology, today, in the age of glasnost and
democracy, the great monk who bosses the show usurped this privilege. “Attention, guards. Let it be her.” He points to a cute fuxette.

Another solemn moment: fuxes must carry the faculty’s first man, the dean, to the newly-elected miss. Of course, through the fountain. Dropping the

dean into the water is tantamount to saying farewell to the university. Then the dean and beautiful Miss Philology waltz around the fountain and kiss in
front of the audience.
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