
TH*E
,UNDER the heading of "Le Drapeau de laConfederation" (The Dominion Ensign)

there recently appeared in the colins of
La Presse, of Montreal, an article rather

taking to task the Educational Department of
British Columbia for having directed that the
Union Flag, generally known as the "Union*jack,"
shouid be officially raised over the Public Schools
of that Province, the direction being that, the
Union jack, and not the Canadian Ensign, should
be so"used., It is to this latter regulation that ob-
jection was made.

Apart from the question of this particular regu-
lation, it may be weil to first consider the general
subject of the using of flags.

At sea and afloat the indication of the nationality
and ownership and of the rank of the vessel itself
or of the personages on board is of so mucli im-
portance that by ail countries and at ail times de-
finite and imperative regulations have been issued
for their proper and officiai dispiay. The flying of
a flag without due authority renders the vessel and
her captain subject to penalties and fines.

National flags carry with themn to foreign shores
the power and protection of the authority which
they represent. Wherever a British ship sails she
carnies with her the presence of British sover-eignty and iaw. Her deck is as sacred to friend
and foe as the soil of the country whose flag she
bears.

On land, within the precincts of theïr own coun-
try there are aiways distinct regulatio ns for the
uise of certain flags for officiai purposes, but theiruise by private individuals is governed more bypersonal selection than by any set ruies. They
are being displayed by friends in the midst offriends, yet their uise should always be governed

The Roeyal Standard is the personal flag of the
King, or proclaimrs the presence of some member of
the Royal Famiiy. It wouid not be thought proper
to use it unless it mýight be on sorne special occa-'sioxi or anniversary in honour of the Sovereign.

It wouid scarcely be considered appropriate that
a private indîviduiai should -use the speciai flagý ofthe Governor-General, or of a Lieutenant-Gover.
for, the latter being the Union jack with the arms
of bis Province in the centre.

Propriety would also indicate to a foreigner thatas a private individuial lie should not raise his for-
eign flag unless at the sanie time hie displayed theflag of the country on whose soil he might be. Inthese and other like instances propriety shouldrule, and unpleasant misunderstandings would
thtereby be avoided. Shouid hie, however, be aConsul or an officiai representative of a foreign
nation then the raising of bis country's flag over
bis officiai residence is justified, and carnies with it,as on a ship, the evidence of its nation, and is en-
titled to be respected as thouigh it were upon its
own country's soil.

Specific instructions for the officiai use of na-tional flags are necessary, therefore both on landand at sea and when issued should bc willingly
obeve<I
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may be used generaiiy by British subjects on
land."

A British subject may therefore aiways use the
Union jack on British soi].

The tJiree crosses of the three nations whose
union it first typified have since expanded far be-
yond the United Kingdom of the parent isies.
* The sons of the Kingdonis have in centuries of

prowess carried it far afield, and bringing distant
continents beneatb its -realm, lia~ve built up, the
Dominions beyond the seas in Australia, Canada,
India, South Africa, and the myriad isiands of the
oceans, sa that it has become the Union jack of the
British Empire.

It is in this respect that La Presse has erred in
describing it as "le drapeau d'Angleterre" (the
flag of England). On the contrary, it is not the
flag of any single one of the nations, but is the
union emblem of aIl the British, -who, whether
originating in the old lands or arising beneath its
protection in its expansion in other lands, raise
it over their portions of the British Empire in
united aliegiance and loyalty to their Union Sove-
reign and British Realm.

This, then, is the one flag which may be used by
aIl the united nations around the world, the
National Flag of the British Empire.

But there are also loyal and local flags which
may be used in each.

The flag of the Englishman is the Red Cross of
St. George, on a white ground; of the Scotsman,
the white cross of St. Andrew, on a blue ground
or his upstanding lion; and of the Irishman, bis
St. Patrick's cross or bis harp and crown. These
are the 'local fiags of their home countries.

The local ensign of the Australians, adopted at
their union, is the Southern cross, upon a red
ground, witb the Union jack in the upper corner.
Such, too, is "le Drapeau de la Confederation," our
Canadian ensign. In its broad red field are the
arms 'of the Dominion of Canada, as the sign of
our'Canadian Union, in the upper corner i s -tbe
Union jack, as sign of our British Union. As tbe
other- local flags are to each the embiems of their
home country and their lineage, sa too is the Cana-
dian Ensign, the emblem of our'own home coun-
try, and our growing lineage, united. from ocean to
ocean.

It was very noticeabie at the recent celebration
in Quebec of the Tercentenary of the foundation
of Canada that the Union jack and the Canadian
Ensign were displayred much more generaily and
the Tricolour much less than previously, and rea-
sOnably so, for the Tricolour of mod em France
is only of a later date and does not represent any-
thing in 'his allegiance or his history to the French-
Canadian. A quarter of a Century before it came
into existence, in the revoiutionary period of the
modern French, the French-speaking Canadian of
more ancienit lineage lad adopted his aliegiance
and self-government under the Union jack, and
has loyally fought under it for the 4efenc:e of
lis home and liberties in>ethe wars Of 1775 and
1812.

A\s the white ertsigni and fleur-de-lis of Cham-
plain bad before been the flag of his forefathers, sothe Union jack las now for a centuiry and a haîf
been the union flag of our Frencb-speaking de-
velopers of Canada, and wbether by itself or as
le Drapeau de 'la Confederation, is the guardian

J ACI
their original allegiance and their previous
tionai flags, they corne among us to acquire a
aliegiance under another national flag. They c
to enjoy the advantages of British protection
the rights of British citizenship. The par
have corne to be members of the most world--,
îald greatest Empire the worid has ever kne
and as they and their children see our Union J
raised over the Public Schoois they will qui(
acquire the wondrous lessons that its waý
folds convey and learn' to love and respect it
their own.

1If, though of varying lineage, they are from
kindred lands or are of our own upbringing, t
under the Union jack they will unitedly and
union feel at home, for it is tbe union fiag oi
British of aIl races and tongues.

Is it not an inspiration for ourselves to lav
brougît to niind that our union flag floats
every sea, that on one-fifth of the earth's surf
it is lailed as their union embiemn by 4 00,00,OOC
feliow-patriots, in every cine, of many languai
and ail religious faiths, each dearly ioving ti
own native land, but united in loyal brotherh
with their fellow yet far-distant Britons under
one British King and Empire?

In Manitoba, Ontario, and now in British(
umbia, the Union jack is the. flag which has b
instructed to be raised over the Public Schools,
also in Australia and in the British Isies.

The patriotic celebration of "Empireý Da
which first originated in the sehools in Canada
fast extending through the sclools of the Emp
On this day as weil as on other notable days,
propriate addresses are given, the national flag
reverently raised and saluted, and the Natio
Anthemn and patriotic songs sung by the scholi
It is recorded by Lord Meath that in the Pui
Scbools of the Empire 6,ooo,ooo children united
i907 in this celebration; the record for this p
sent year wili be fair in excess, and in time it
fair to helieve that it will be adopted in ail
Public Schools..

It. was the Union jack, the one flag common
aIl the Britons, which was thus raised on all th
schoois in al' these la:nds. With sudh examiP
and such an inspiration, the local loyal ensigns
our sister-countries and our own are yet as 511V
esteemed and displayed, but in this education
our hearts and youth we thus join lands in uni
with our brethren around the world.ý

That British Columbia has joined the circle
what, from its history, would be reasonably
pected, and perhaps with much local propriety, '
the Union jack forms the upper part of the Bnitî
Columbia Provincial Coat-of-Arms. Objection c2
not well be made to the decision of her educatiol
authorities.

Canada has now enteredupon the fourth cÉ
tury of her history. In the Old -Land varyi
races, as Angles and Saxtons, Norsemen and NÉ
mans, held successive sway, bearing their share
the formation and character of the realm, a
these many niationialities were fused togethi
The internecine wars of the Roses at, last spe
their dividing forces, and aIl differences have bc
blended in completed union. Wehave been CO
tinuing this saine expansion of nationality on
other continent under similar phases, but
greater speed, each decade adding its duties a'
responsibilities as we devdlop the previouisly t
occupied possibilities of its northern haîf. 0f tl'
progress our Union jack reminds us. Under t.
single cross flag of Richard the Lion-hearted, t.
great-grandson of William of Normiandy, ourA
lantic Sea Provinces were planted. , Under t
two-crossed jack French Canada came into oý
Union, the United Empire Loyaiists in loyal fd
ity followed it into our country, and our coastsÉ
the Pacific were added by Vancouver. Under ti
three-crossed jack all our Canadians rose as
mari and joined to repel the invaders from t
South, who lad souglit to compel us to leave 1~
allegiance, and under it we have achieved tl
completion of our United Dominion.

It is the record of our history, the signai of 0
Northern zone, the flag of our Empire. In t
wealth of meaning and as evidence ta ail men
the British liberties wbich it maintains, it h
been directed to be raised over our Public ScO
as a lesson, anl inspiration and a talisman to ail X
live and grow beneath its magic folds.
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