Heavy Hardwood Bush, growing on rocky “‘soil ”” that never would be fit for raising wheat or potatoes or even grass,
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sumption of wood throughout the whole civil-

ised world is greater than the normal produc-

tion; that enormous areas of forest and wood-
land throughout Canada are annually destroyed by
fire; and that there is urgent necessity for the pro-
tection of our timber, if we are to build the rail-
roads needed for the opening up of our agricultural
and mineral resources, and to provide fuel and
building material for our rapidly increasing popu-
lation. We also dealt at some length with the
beneficial influence of forest cover upon climate,
and its regulating influence upon stream flow—with
particular reference to transportation and irrigation
problems, and the development of electric energy
for traction and industrial purposes.

In this article T wish to point out the necessity
of conserving our forest resources, and to note
some of the benefits to be derived from thorough-
going systems of forest management. Wood always
has been and always will be a necessity in civilised
communities. In spite of such substitutes as iron,
steel, brick and ‘cement, not only the total consump-
tion, but the average annual consumption per capita
has been steadily rising during the last forty years.
In Europe the average consumption is now 60
cubic feet per year; in Canada 230 cubic feet, or
nearly four times as much. Every Canadian knows
that wood prices have been rising steadily during
the last twenty years. This is true of other coun-
tries as well, and it will not be long before world
prices obtain. When I tell you that the consump-
tion of wood in the leading countries of the civilised
world is greater than the growth in their forests
you will realise how serious the problem has be-
come. Is it not time, then, for Canadians to con-
sider the problem and take action ere it is too late?
Our aim should be to prevent waste and to speedily
adopt such systems of forest management as will
ensure to future generations the necessary supplies
of lumber and other forest products.

It has been well said that the standing of a
nation is measured by the distance it is able to look
ahead and make provision for the future prosperity
of its citizens. The state being an institution for
the purpose of insuring not only our present, but
our future and continued welfare, must necessarily
take an interest in the permanence of the natural
resources upon which its welfare rests. The de-
struction of natural resources strikes at the very
foundations of prosperity, and, sooner or later, will
impoverish even the richest nations. Palestine,
Sicily and Greece are examples of countries which
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IN former articles we have noticed that the con-

Sand Desert made by the wind after the forests were cut,

Planting Trees—A Slow Process.

were once the homes of teeming and prosper©®
populations, but which with the destruction of the!
forests (by reckless lumbering and fire) have be;
come the prey of erosion by wind and water, 4%
are to-day mere shadows of their former glof’
without hope of ever materially bettering their ¢O”
ditions. For want of knowledge and foresight t.he);
have destroyed their soil and water. Generatio™
still unborn must reap the fruits of their aﬂcleéla
folly. The point of the story for us is that Cand:
does not hold any special dispensation from Pro¥’.
dence, and that a similar transgression of the 12"
of nature will inevitably bring the same results: ¢
An advancing civilisation calls for more ex'fe
and scientific methods in all departments O ll.I;
and in forest administration there is no exceptl?is
to this general rule. The crude present day meth? 1l
of what some ill-informed people are pleased t0 Cats
forestry may be likened to the agricultural effofth
of our forefathers who scratched the soil Wlhe
wooden ploughs and paid little attention tO t~ﬂ,
future uses of the land. Like agriculture an méef
ing, forestry has a scientific basis, When D€
understood it will command equal attention af the
recognised as a factor that enters largely into day:
more important economic questions of the <%
Just as our agricultural colleges and experlmeneﬂ
farms require a large number of professional
with superior technical training to teach'the
ciples of agriculture and investigate the new P e
lems that are constantly coming forward for 8¢
tion, and just as our mining schools and ouf 5°4
logical survey department need highly tr'alﬂral
specialists to show us how to develop our MM/
wealth, so our forestry schools and the bufeauslov
forestry still to be established will be sure to emP ne
highly trained specialists for the teaching © £ its

principles of forestry and the investigation ©
many complex problems. ely
The idea that scientific foresters are Pur‘{s
theoretical, and of little use in the commuﬂit}l'(’)ng
now pretty well exploded, and it will not b€ 73
before the science of forestry is recognised, = .
distinct profession, ranking equally with e“gmdoeS
ing, law, medicine and teaching. The forestel "o
not aim to oppose Nature, but to assist her’ fly
K

priﬂ‘

i a
make use of the favourable conditions natu!

existing in any given locality, and to hold 1n (':ll in
the unfavourable ones. He exercises his SKI i
the selection of the most suitable speci®s “pe
modifies their growth so that they will produc® ime
most valuahle timber in the shortest possible “iye
without diminishing the value of the soil fof




