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complaint. In uthers thec stomazcli, the kidncys, the uiteruis, etc.,
niay one or all be at fauit.

Iu t'hese notes I shail refer more particularly to the synip-
toms of donaddispiacemient of the stoniaicl, or g-astroptosis,
iii WOfliCf.

According t<> my experience, dowNvwaî-d dispiacemient of t-he
stoiaich is a cause of a considerable: proportion of the cases of
indigestion in wvonen whlo have born ch ilciren.

The gatstr>ptosis iii these cases is uisually accomipanieci by
downward dhsplacenient of other abdoinanzl viscera, which no
cloubt inereases the digestive clisturbances.

The subjective synmptonis referred to the stornach, of gastrop-
tosis are of x'ery littie use in determining the nature of the disease.

The funictions of the stomnach are frequ.ently clisturbeci. In
the miajority of the cases flhe gastric secretion is increaseci, but
nornial or ciijuiishiec secretion' is not unconmmon. The miotility
of the stoniachi is probably always depresseci.

Ini tiîis tyDe, as iii ail cases of gacstroptosis, -the physical signis
are the muost important in dliag-nosis. The aixiomen is flaccici,
andi one is freciucntiy struck w-ith the case with whichi righit

ine.an( i nî sonie cases other ab,]doiniial org-ans, miay be pal-
pa-ted. In this conhiection I may state that cluring the last two years
I have 1 cen oni the outiook for paitients with palpable pancîeas.
In tw'o caises I couic] feel the head of the organi very ciistinoctly
and in niany othcers indistinctly. The patients in whomn this
sign is found are emiaciateci andi have flaccici abclomies, with
downward dispiacenient of the stomach.

The mnost imiporta-nt phiysica-:l signi in. gastroptosis is the
recognition, by inspection, of the position of flic stomiach. Both
flic curvattures of the stoma-ých are Iiwer t'hani normnai awl tlue
lesser is frcqucntly visible..

This character can rcac-dly be made out by inspection aftcr
inflation of the stomach. All that is nccessary iii ni.aniiy cases
is to hiave the patient drink a glassful of soda water and thien
brea-the dleeplv, whben the clistendeci stomiach nuay be seen nuoving
up and down in Étie abdlomen. The position nuay also be
deterincd bv' means of thc spLashing sound and auscultatory
percussion.

Indigestion is not the onlv, comiplaint of these patients.
They are w\\eaký and reducedl in flesh and suifer more or lcss
frorn nleurasthieia. Eniadiation and Nveakness ai-c verv comm-noii
symptoms. So constant is this the case' thlat wrhen a thin niar-
ried \voman consuits mie on aiccouint of indigestion I always
think of g.astroptosis as a likcly cause of lier comipiaints.
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