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Inetead “of ‘breaking in on my meditations, it
sorved ag a connecting link'between them, blend.
ing them togcthei"’\n'ﬁ?}Ln.mnzq. My. eyes, how-
aver, were fixed upon_the player. But the sight
of her, instead of producing “worldly or sen-
guous thoughts, only heightened my feelings of
reverentinl awe, “The-time, the place, the oe:
cupation, servid to idealize- her in some sort,
and to my bewildered fancy she seemed not
an oarthly maiden fingering cold “ivery keys,
but a being of the spirit world whose gon} was
transfusing itself into sacred.melody,  Thu girl,
however, did not appear couscious that she was
playing so well.  Having consented, us 1 after.
wards learned, at the pastor's solicitation, to be
the organist of the parish, in the absence ofany
professional performer, she had- the habit of
practising on Sunday afternoons, after the con:
gregation had departed, and even on week days
when she found it convenient.  On-the present
oceasion she had fallen'on a selection of pieees
which accorded strangely with the mood 1 was
in when I entered the church. The abstruse
and abwost puinfully pathetic”¢reations of Bee-
thoven are not apprecinted: becanse not com-
{m-lwndcd by the majority of lovers af nusic,
b many of his diseiples have popularized the
mysticism of his school and thuy rendered it
generally enjoyable. Clief awong these is
Mendelssohn. The organist was precisely prac.
tising some of his delightful eder ohue wirte,
songs without words ! And she played them
with marvellous effect.  The instriment beonipe
vocal under her touch. It seemed transformed
into one grand mnltiple voice. It filled the
whole temple with a presenee amd « power. The
light antumn air of the darkened aisle palpi-
tated with its infinite wehoss. Now there was
a sound of thunder Jike the rush of high winds,
then a hull like the mwrmur of the Lreeze.
Every passion aml emotion was artieulated —
grietand jov, triwmph and despair, peace and
calus content. And throughant the whele per-
farmance not a jangle was henrd, not & harsh
note, nothing that could redd] the material
all was spiritualized, the fu-trument and the
pertormer. The erestive thought of the author
was Tully selzed, and in that gash of inspiration
the hstener was wafted 15:10 the ideal.

I stood leaning against the pillar, thoroughly
absorbed in the wonderful music. For a lony
titne my vyes were fixed on the groined ceiling
while ¥y thoughts were far away in the inlinite
spaves of faney or unconscionsly analyzing the
frelings that wetled up unbidden within e,
responsive to the touches of the master's har.
mony.  asdually, however, awoke (ntof my
stuper and looked around.  Tharkness Lo now
filled the vast are, but there was sutlicient lght
to enable mie 1o sen the aged priest in the chan.
cel.  He had risen front his kiees and taken u
seat in an armechair near the altar.  His misaal
was closed on his lap, his’ hands were pightiy
clasped upon the beok and lis serene white Tace
was upturned ‘toward the organ with o rapt
expression of intense thought. © 1L was evident
that the music-had proved a prayer for the hely
man . and borne his sonl op its wicgs beyond
the narrowness of this tetple bl with handse
I'then turned to the player, aud saw. that, hav.
ing stopped a moment, she remained o,
a \{:e before. the instrument, s i averwhehed
by the languag: which: she had mude it speak.
Her fingers still lay on the edge ol the kevs and
her head was bent down. - A long ray of sun.
shine broke into the organ:loft, shot down along
the great pipes and rested ke abalo ou her
abundant brown haiy,

Just then a low vibration as il the tall spire
were rocking on s base was felt dnside. the
chureli and the bells pealed out the dngelis.
The old priest fell upor his knees'; the player
started from her seat. It was all over now.
The spell was broken.

I hastened out of the church and refurned
to the farm-hous for supper.  On the way, a
singular change came over my mind.  The
ealm I had enjoved in the chureh. was sone-
ceeded by an undefined treuble,  One of the
liedrr, which [ hal just heard, kept recurring
to my memory andd to its plaiutive  chords 1
attnehed words of my own,  Thoese words. were
full of dole, Melancholy i at times so op-
pressive that we have to use physieal means to
shinke it off, 1 tossed oy Thewd, swung my
arms, hastened my pace into a run, But all
was useless. - The burdenzome feeling returned,
T dapsed agaiu inte the monody. Seeing which
ehungel my tactics and boldly plunged into
the analysis of my mood. 1 am naturally no
believer in presentiments, lougings,  dreams,
‘phantasies or spiritual surprises of any Kind,
Luin convinead that the material and psychieal
worlds ure governal by organic laws whose
beauty consists precisely - in their simplicity.
But on this evening my scepticism was on s
tral,  Ro far as oould make out, the feeling
which beset we was acertain dread that just at
the moment when 1 was enjoying myself, others
whom ! loved were snffering, and that on my
return:to my lodgings: 1 would beumet by ome’
unweleome intelligence.  Impatient to come at
the truth, whateverit might-be, 1 reached the
farm-house with. redoubled “speed. My first
inquiry wag whether the postilion had “arrived.
The anawer was that a large parcel of .mail-
matter lay ou my table. '

A
AHEAD OF THE MAIL,

1 spread out tho papers and lotiers to assure
myself by n preliminary glance whether there
waas & missive from astrange handamong them.

My eye fellon s large, straggling writing,
which [ recognized at once as M. Paladine’s.
[t wau the firat time he-had written during my
absence. - Thero must ho something wrong.

L teflected. A struggle arose within  me,
Shoald I break that large red wafer—which
looked 80 like a blood-stain-—at once, or wait
till-later 7 I"decided to wait. -1 would read my
other lettors und all .my newspapers first, If
‘Mo Paladine's “letter contained  good news it
could “keep for an hour or two lunger, If it
conveyed  bad news, that could always be
learned soon enough, So | placed it _out of
reach-in a corner of the looking-glass. -1 then
opencd  my other letters, one by one, going
over cach with studied slowness, They were
mostly business communications from persons
who demanded my return-home to confide pro-
fessional work to “me. .1 went through my
newspapers with the same leisure, forcing my-
self to take -interest in’ political intelligence,
forcign and domestic, of which 1 knew little,
and for which | aared still less,

My reading had been twice interrupted hy
the maid summoning me to tea. I had put her
off ont both cecasions.  But when, at length,
my mail wag exhansted, I had no resource left
me but to go down to the supper room. |
there found my companions lingering over the
serps of their meal. The Jdeputy noticed that
T was pale and taciturn.  He kindly inquired
whether the post-hoy had brought me bad news,
Upon my negative answer he informed me that
there was the chanee of a conveyance for two.of
aur puaty that night which would enable them
to cateh the upward-bound steamer at the land-
ing at eight next morning. If 1 was ready
to starl, and did not object to drive in the
dark, [ might take that carriage, the deputy
hiself being willing to await the next day's
stage, as he Lad still - some remnants of work to
do. T eagerly swevepted the proposal. 1 pre-
forred the distraction and excitement of a night
tide to tossing on an anxious pillow, and, Ei)e.
sides, there was a clean gain of twenty-four
hours. } . .

tetarning tomy room, I completed my last
preparations,  There remained but one thing to
do and that was 1o read M. Paladine's letter.
Further hesitation appearsd puerile. 1 took it
frem the looking-glass, and with trembling
fingors burst the seal. There were ouly a few
Hnes written hwmriedly and almost il gibly,
U read them all at onee, with dimmed eyes, yet
g0 keeuly that every word was staieped upon my
brain,” Al Vyes. There was gloom ar The
Quarries, while all had been sunshine with me.
She had sunk under the long, terrible strain on
her euergies. 1 ought to have known that she
coubl not resist forever. My presence nlone
could have averted the blow, and bere 1 had
begn away eight weeks,  unconscious, . forgetful
of the struggle 'in which she. was left siugle-
Janded to sugage. Would 1 return - soon ?
asked M. Piladine. . Would 1 write at oncé to
sy when Lmight beexpeetsd £ R

I thrust the letter into my pocket, seized my
Jpertmanient, pit my instrument box under my
arme and rushed dews thestair, - ot

*Ready 77 - Dlasked of the’ driver who was
lazily spread in a chaiy, with his fegs on the
bar of the gallery, high above his head.

“An hour vet, sir,” he answared.
don't leave till ten.” :

*Five doilars extra i you stari immediately,”
Iexelatmed, oE

“ Al rght.  The horses won't mind for onee
eing cut off froin their oats.” They're rested,
that’s the ehief thing: "Il give them a double
allowanee iu the worning when we git to the
river,” L

Within five minutes we were off. We reacheld
the binding by sunrise.  True to her schedule
the packet tonched -the wharf ot cight, de-
livered her mails, lot oui il taok in passen.
gers, and then under ol head of steam: bore
on tor St Louis.

T be erudinaed )

NORDHEIMER'S HA LL.

Since the opening of this elegant aud com.
modious hall, than which there is -noene better
adapted in Montreal for musiinl entertainments,
awing to ity acoustic properties, Mr. DeZouehe,
who hus ever beew foremost in placing hefore
as the best musical and vocal talent which has
appeared in this eity, has been striving hard to
sustain hix reputation.  As we 2o to presg, the
Mendetssolin. Quintetie Club is performing . in
our midst, accomypmniod by Mrs. J.oW. Weston,
Ou Thursday. 16th, and Friday, 17th - of this
wenth, the intelligent and ‘polished  humourists
Do Cordora, -will * leature on - the *“Pipley
family in Furope’ and ¢ The Dog next door.™
On the 20th inst., will appear for one week, the
best ¢ Piuafore’” tronpe which has so far- visited
our city, and if the Ameriean- press is to be ere.-
dited, the bast that has heen in “the United
States, we mean < Murphy's ‘Mininture Opera
Company.” :

. Ptk CoxerRrT of the Mendelssohn  Quintetto
was on Monday night theroughly “appreciated.
My, Thos, Ryan, viols and - elarinette, wnd Mr.
Crustav. Dannreather are the mll)‘ two rcnmiui"g
members: of - the old association, but the new
comers will, ag they showed by their playing,
worthily uphold the re{mmtinn of that classical
elut,  Mr. Heimendahl was excellent in his
interprotation. ol Sarnsnto's‘ solo ; nltlmugly
young, he has on this, as wyr-‘h as on the other
side_of the Atlantie, acquired ‘areputation,
possossing, as he does, a complete wastery aver

his instrument, which seems to sympathize with
the player. - Mr. Giese’s ‘cello playing is the
boldest, and most graceful withal, that has heen
heard in"Montreal in connection with any musi-
cal association.  Mesurs. Dannrenther and Ryan
are old favourites all over Canada, and need no
further commendation. .Mr. Shade won golden
opinions from our dilettanti for his soft and
musical flute-playing. To hear Mrs. Weston's
ever fresh and finished voice was indeed a treat.
She captivated her audience,” which testified to
its pleasure by repeated and hearty applause.
Our going to press prevents our. notizing the
second concert, but we can only repeat that the
Mendelssohn Quintette Club still holds its own.

DICKENS IN TIHE PRESS.

It has been the lot of more than one great
writer to  furnish material for a literature
in which he had little interest, and to be quoted
as an authority in matters quite bevond the
scope of his genins. . "We read in-récent French
papers how the extreme Democrats, who have
read the Pope's recotnmendation of $t. Thomas,
have been quoting the Angelic Doctoras an au-
thority in favor of radiealism, rebellion, and
the dethronement of kings. St. Paul is perhaps
a8 ill-used a man as any of the great writers, for
since he farnishes a good deal of material for.
discussion; a very lurge number of people habi-
tually quote him as supporting views which
they would hardly have conrage to bring for-
ward in is presence,  The transition from these
great theologians to one who was no theologian
at all is very great.  Nevertheless it is not un-
natural, since the incongraity between the
writings of Dickens and the use that is habi-
tually made of them is as great as anincon-
graity could be, The political nspeet of Dickens’
books is not, fur instauce, strongly marked ; yet
few modern writers are more frequently made
use of by writers on political affairs.  Curiously
enough the practice of utilizing Dickens in
political diseussion is more general on this side
of the Atlantic than on the other. We greatly
tear that the reason of this is tou plain aml too
unfaltering. The Fnglish press is contributed
to by men usually of wide reading and enlarged
and liberal cultare, who sdo not ind thewmnselves
confined for qualifications or similitudes to one
popular writer. Moreover the political discus-
sions of the English press are as a rule conducted
with a seriousness which may be a little op-
pressive, but is nevertheless very creditable and
very effeetive on public opinion. On this side
of the Atlantie, even in the great cities of
America, the press is too often. conducted by
men with whom smartness supplies the want
of solidity, aud to whase minds the ludicrous
side of a question too quickly presents itself.
In Canada the want of culture in the press is,
we fear, tos marked sz a rule; and * base
hound” is supposed, on high authority, to- dis-
pose of an opponent and demolish his argu-
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meits  without question or ap}!e.’.‘.. “tu the ab-
sence of any wide range of reading, men of ready
wit find-in the books: of Dickens the. materials
forsatire and humor readyv-made to their hands.
Mr. Pecksnifl, “for instance, has become the
common property of newspaper writers as an
example of hmepnus hypocrisy. Having once
accomplished an understanding of the varions
“points” of Mr. Pecksniff, the papers as a rule
cling to him with « truly filial affection, : All
ather eminently hypocritical characters in his.-
tory and literature pale before the popularity of
Pecksnitl.  He is so easily understood. - He re.
quires no introduction.” The public knows him
at. sight. He has made his own rz?uumtion.
And when a political opponent is called ¢ Peck.
sniffian" it is felt, on one side at least, that said
oppanent is doubled up and done for generally ;
ulx(lmugh the vietim -himself may be labouring
unter the impressiou that he has seen thar
phrase before.  ¢* Mr. Dick,” too, is one of the
familiar friends of the newzpapers.  Mr, Dick's
inability to” write anything without mentioning
King Charles's head, ig a fine and effective illus.

tration of “our eontemporary’s’’ inability to
write anything without having a fling at our
own fwvarite statesinan, or policy or - measure.
The legal profession were sbabbily treated by
Mr. Dickens: ““Dodson and Fogg” form the
mental picture which the million have of the
average attorney.  And to -the newspipers
Dodsen and Fogg ave -invaluable. - 1t “the
wess” s sued tor libel, it is ¢ Dodson and
i"ugg" who are supposed to have issued the \.\'rig.?
“on spee.” 1 ““our respected representative

happens to have an awkwanl and untimely pro-
test entored against his return to Parliament, it
is almost invariably ** Dodson-ansd Fogg" who
are said in the loeal paper to have formed the
‘base conspiracy. Mr. Chadband is utilized as the
newspaper writer’s idea of a. speciotts parson.
Urinh Heep is the only newspaper representa.
tive of extreme  ““umbleness.”  Codlen and
Short form the newspaper’s only idea of rival
cluimants ‘to 4 uation’s gratitude—even the
London papers, which seldom guote anything,
still ‘stick to Codlen and Short. Mo Gamp
still forms the popular newspaper idea of a
monthly nurse, although the race of Gaps is
targely extinet. - Mr.. Gradgrind is'the only ex-
emplar, for the press, of the passion for ¢ facts.

Mr. Weogg still continues to ¢ drop into: poetry
ina friendly way” for. our friends of the news:
papers. . And at the Kindliest season of the
year, Touy Tim drops from. every newspaper
writer's pen on to the paper before the inevit-
able mull Qerlmpa well meant “* God  bless ny
every one.”  Tn fact bat for Dickons the duity

‘good deal of 'its humor, a good deal of its illus:
tration of eachi other’s manners and a good -deal
of its representative character., The fact is that
the dead master so made his characters live and
move and talk, and so made them refiect, truth:
fully, so many phases of manners and character, .
that - his books are exhaustless -fonds for the
seeker of his humorous similitudes.. And in the
preas of writing and reading it is no wonder
that a storehouse of familiar illustration open to
one’s hand, should be frecly used, particularly
when it is understood that the public will relish
the similitades all the more that they are famil-
dar. It would be betier perhaps if the daily
papers as a rile showed a wider range of read-
ing; but since that does not exist, the substi-
tute iy the best that could be made.  There are
things we never get tired of. Don't we go to
laugh at our old comedies, and be scared by our
tragedies year after year? Don't we cujoy our
dear friends’ old jokes the older they gst # We
should misy them out of their proper places.
And so we get to rather like to see our Dickenx
well quoted ; it shows us at least that our pub-.
lic teacher knows one thing well.

Ottawa. Mo G

THE GLEANEL.

A PRINCE or princess of Edinburgh is expected
early in December. .

The BRITISH penny postage stamp is to be
changed. 1t has been in use for forty years.

PriNce Leororp is at present visiting some
places of interest on the north coast of Ireland.

A rroJecT for holding an international exbib-
ition at Madrid is at present unler the consider.
ation of the Spanish Govermmnent,

Tue International Exhibition at Sydney, New
South Wales, 1sa great success.  Ameriea has
150 industrial exhibits,

Every theatre in Chfvago is now open on
Sunday evenings, and usually they have larger
audiences on that night thau on any ather.

Me. RENNY, Tate general manager of the Con-
solidated Bank, Moutreal, has tuken up his res
sidence at St. Paul, Minncesota.

I1 i3 probable that the Empress Kngenie will
o to Abergeldie early in Outober, the Queen
having plased it fora tune at her disposal,

Tue house in which Milton was bern was
burned in the great Loudon fire of 16485, but its
exact counterpart was built on the site, and is
occupied as a lace factory.

Prorasuy no maguzine was ever floated with
80 little capital as the Dublia Fadve sity, 1t was
started hy six colleginus, of whom Charles Lever
was one, who euch =nbscribed L£10. .
“CIN Paris, thirty-five years ago, stores of all
kinds were open on Sunday morning. Now large
establishments are closed, and only a few of the
smaller ones are open. SRR

_Apsiral IxererFieLn, Commander-in. Chief
of the British North American Sration, and
General Sir Fenwick Williams, were the guesiz
of the Governor-General at Ottawalast week.

THr appointment of Mr. Charles F. Smithers,
of New York, as the successor of Mr. Angus (0

the.important position of General Manager of the
Bank of Montreal, gives general satisfaction
throughout the Dominion.

It appears that 500 laurel wreaths and several
thousand. vielet bouquets for the Prizee 1m-
perial’s Taneral were manufaetured at Mupich,
‘neither the Paris nor London artificial flower
makers beingable to undertake the work iv the
time allowed. . . :

A Cureaco paper says  * Farmers find tha:
87 cents a bushel for wheat bring thent in better
retuens now than 21,30 did in 1864, - Oo the
gobd basis the 1364 wheat was worth osly about
62 cents, and the 1860 wheat is worth penny for
penuy for what it bring<.” R

Ruson lias it that Falkland: Palace, the old
Rovil residence, 1s to-be purchased for the
Queen, to he re-tr:mslbrnn-:}l into Its aneiett
state. It waslast ocenpied ax a palace by Char-
les 11, of England, in 1651, wien on his way. to
Scone to be erowned King of the Scots.

ACARD,

To all who are sutfering from the errors and
jmliscretions of vouth, neivous weakness, eaily
deeay, loss of manhood, &e., 1 will send arecipe
that will eure vou, FREE OF CHARGE. Thix
great remedy was discovered by a missionary in
South America. © Send a self-addressed euvelope
to the Rev, Josten T Issan, Stat an D, Nou
York Oty P . )

CONSUMPTION CUKED.

An old o plysiciau, metivel - from practice,
having bad placed in his hands by an Fast
India missionary the formula of a simple veget-
able remedy, for the speedy aed permanent. e
of consumption, - bronchiis, cataredy, .\sthm?,-
and b throat and Innge affections, wlson posi-
tive and radical curo for. nervous debility amd
all nervons complaiuts, after having tested. ity
wonderful cuvative powers in thousands of cases,
has felt it his duty 1o make it kuown to his
suffering fellows, Actuated by this motive, and
‘a desire to relievo human snffering, 1 will send,
free of ‘charge, to all whe desive it; this recipe,
with full-direction for pru|‘mring and using, iun
German, French; or English, "Sent by mail by
widinssing with stamp, maming this Kapor, Ww.

ochestery

pross on this sidé of the Atlantiv would lack a

W, Shenir, 140 Powers Block,
N L :




