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one in the spilit and power of Eli&as-
I donfotsay that it was the first corning o
J08Us, that was specilly intended b3
Malachi, in the passage ailuded to. H(
had no doubt the second coming more es
pecially la view; but that tho circumstanc(
of the Baptise's appearing la the spirit andý
powcr of Efljib, as the procursor of Jesus
was typical of thae cSîuig of Elja, befor(
the second advent of the Lord, is evideni
from our Saviour's words in Matû. xii.
11-12, "Ej'ias truly shail first corne, and
restore ail things. But I say unto ye, that
Bilas is corne alreadv, and tbey krew liin
not, but have done uinto hlm, whatsoeyer
they listed." The ang'cel's iwords, wvith re-
gard to John's going L-efore Christ, ln the
spirit and power of Elias, just men, that
John would a-ct with the intr,-pidity, zeal
and lîoliness of Elijrih, and that bis labors
would be cî'owned with. simiJar suecss.

This passage la au exposition, ratier
than an exact quotahion of the words of
Maiachi. Johiti M'as to turn the hearts of
the fathers of the children, and the diso-
bodient to the wisdoni of the jllst, This
may miean that the hearts of Abraham,
and the othor patriarchs, had been alienated
fromn their descendants, ln coasequence of
their sins; but that, in cousoqllence of the
reformation which would be affected by
-John, tbey would lie reconcild 'to tliem
agoain. Scott interprets it, that hie would
tura the hearta of the fathera with the
children, or persons of every age and situa-
tion ln society, 10 Iay aside their party dis-
putes, or doinestic conste3tg, and to uite in
repenting of sin, and attending on the
great duties of true religion."' But, what-
ever may be the exact verbal moaning of
the passage, there cau lie no doubt tliat it
is meant to p)oint out the extent and
thoroucglness of the roformatioRt which
John would be the ineans of affecting.

la the eighteeîath verse, w<q find Zacha-
ria InaJifesting a want of cont1dence ln the

- Promise of the angel, and asking foires'0
f for the confirmation of his faidi. le *
r ]egod that ho waa an old man, aud b

wife wvell stricken in yearg. fis ago, ho«,
-ever, could not bave exceeded fify for Si
that per-iod of life, the priesta oeased to

1minister at the altar. But as the Je'«O
nlarried at a veiy early age, ho Wti bi'
wife liad probably long ceased to expeet Of
even te pray for cbildren. Stil h li 9ete have piaced confidence la the stafOrOe0
of a messenger of God, delivered ifl le
own house, 'without questioningf GOd
abiiity te fuifil the promise. Thie afl'9
told him that lie was Gabriel, the 890
wbo hiad appeared unto Daniel, and Wb00
naine indicates that hoe was one of the 11106S
exalted of created beings, who stood inl tbio
presnce of Gol, and wbo hiad Ueen Bel"
to speak unto hlmii, and to show hira tlio
gIadl tidinçg. lie granted hlmi inde,9d e'
a sig-n as ho wished, but such an oe'5
served at the samne time, ms a ptinislhnICfl t

for bis unhelief. le puiiished hlmi il' t'h
very memnber wbich had beeti the flsr
ment of lis sin, and iufiicted a dunib"0
upon hlim, which was to coatinue titi tIio
things were performed, bThe people wbo wero waitingr int
court of the temple, were astonlshed i'
Zadharias' long continuance in the sanC1eto
ary; and upon bis eoîning out, and bdiîle
unablo to speak, th--y perceived that h od
seen a vision in the temple; for he beck0w
ed to them, and romained spechles

Zacharias, thougli unable fo spelk e
flot incapaciateci for th.e honorable offlcOeo
burning incense in the temple; and 80 bd
remaiûed tîl the days of bis mipnistrtOdo
were accomplished, and thon depnlrted W
bis own hou'e.

Doubtess, Zadharias communicawO to
his wifo by writing, an Account of tb
vision which lie had seen, and the prolfl"1'
which had lieen ma~de to hlm, rentr"'
tho ,oharacg« and glorious destiny d'f o
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