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ACTION OF QUININE ON THE UTERUS.

. M. Monterverdi commumca.tes to the Nuova Liguria Medica the
results of a series of experiments he has made on this subject.
"He has invariably employed the sulphate of the alkaloid. He
finds that quinine exerts a general tonic influence on all the -
organs of the bedy, but especially upon the uterus. In the course
of half an hour after it has been administered, short contractions
oceur in the uterus, una.ccompamed by pain; and these gradually
become longer-and sironger, with distinct intermissions, so as to
resemble closely ‘ordinary- pait s of labour, the' effect lasting for
about two hours.- In order to effect the expulsicn of the fwtus
and of the placenta, he believes that doses of about four grains
will be found the most appropriate. "Quinine appears to be pre-’
ferable to ergot, because it exercises no injurious influence either
on the mother or child, because it is very certain, in its- actlon,
becauce the contracnons it induces are very regular and natural
'in their character, and because it is free.from danger at whatever
‘perxod of pregnancy A1b i8 admmlstered or in cases of contracted '
pelvis,: mcomplete dilatation of the os uteri, and - antecedentto
-'the’escapeof the waters 'He finds that it is of service in the'
" :mntrorr hagia of. pregnanéy, in amenorrhoea in consemlen.r‘e of o
. torp1d condition of ‘the uterus, and in puerperal fever, as a conse-
. quence ‘of ifs tonic action. - He considers quininé to be ‘indicated -
" inall dxseases of the- dlgestwe organs, and-of the urino: gemtal
) ‘system depeudent upon atony of the various’ orgamc constltuents. .
M Monteverdl gives a'cautioni m regard to the use of quinine 4n’- ‘
ﬂpregna.ncy comphcated with any disease reqm»rmrr its administra.
tion, ]est abortxon or premature dehvery be .induced. - In:cases
i where qumme proves: too energetm in its- action, he tecommends.’
. ’oplates to dlmxmsh its effect..' He considers. qumme to be contra.»
s ,,mdlcated, as’ a genera.l rule, in. hystema -—Lancet. : e




