
2 l'le Spirit of Theologicai Enquiry.

.%vau îot founld, co:'vcneneit, illd 1 cati only express miy regret tliat I iiiuist
address yout with very inuidequiate, preparation.

Ihave thoughit tlîat it iiglit be not unfîttiiig for ine to take as ni
subject to.ighct,-Tlîe Spirit of Thecological Eniqtiry. The valuie of'
College traiiîîg does niot depend se xîîuch 011n the abuiidane or. (,eil on
the excellece of the inistructioni giVeI iin the variolus fields of le-arilg,
as uipon the spirit -%vith wliich it inspires the student. Its chief enîd and
nierit shioui bc not moire acquainitance -witlî dloctrinal ý,ysteIIIs, but the
cultivation of ecarniess, breadtlî, and solid1ity of muiiid ; miot sonîlethiig
%vhich cati be directly tauglit., but that %vliclî is Uice consummliation, of

~vcI-drccedand faithiful stutly, the developimeîît of pover tliat shial limid
expression iii character andi iii service. It is a mîatter, tiierefore, of
supremne importance for uis lii wlat spirit wc l)listie our studies ; foi-, if
this be at fault, the very highiest field of cniquiry nmay be barren, of al
good resuit.

Wliat, then, is the truc spirit of theological enquitry? or rather, let Ille
ask, Whlat are, sonie of its ieading features ? for hiere we caumot sketchd a
portrait, we eati only trv to ottlimie and eniplhasizc a fc--w important char-
acteristies.

For oie tingi, it muiist be a truith-lovingý spirit. No inzan slmouhd be.
seO ready to 'N'e1cole, triith, fron te~~ quarter it inay conte, ais the
studeiit of theology, since wilfully to situt out trithl is te shiut ont ('7od.
'We have soineti'nes hleard it said tlîat ive îeed not fear the trutli but.
ilmercly to receive it wîthut fear of being îlisturbed by it i-- but mi inlif-
forent reigfor nothinig is safer than t.rut.h. Rathier, we should.
recpive it -i'ith e.tager welconme, auxious to be dclivercd front anyv vievs.
or opinions that cannîot abide in its presece. if ouri minds arc na-,r-
roved anti our Iersarc, ciosed by aiîy prejudice, if we feur le-it the
systemns wcv hiavP built niighit be eîîdangercd hy nie% (liscaveries, theni we
nmay hiear a voice, -llin to lis, Enlarge t.hy tenits, Strengtlien thy cords,
Lift uip thy gates that the King of trti WVlio is the King of glory, nmlay
eniter ini. For, there, are uiot d1ilferent kinds of truth -mîy more, thanl there,
are variecties of God. Polythc-isni inighl divide up the wvorld inito realmis

ofearth anti air andi sva, anid tlîese. a'gaini into !nub-divisions, Siin
caeli t(> a sel)ai-.te divinitv ; but mîodern scienice ani Chîristianitîogt
en-clirone tlie oie living God ini plac of tiiose vanislied deities. A filse,
philosop!îy miaght inirmgine thmat the uîuiverse of truth was divided like,
the i)o]liistic picture of tie wvorld, tlîat trutl i one011 part mntbc: at
,,var wvithi trutli iii auîother part; btt, instead. of thiat, alI truth is oine
eVOI ais (< iS mi1e. Wt, imy neot always detect the' perfect liariloîîy of
trutlh, .juist as wc cannot alwa.ys reconcule, the acets of lP'.ovidenicc; but, a's
w'e slîould w'eleone ev,'-îy fact that lîelps to disclose to uis the chiaracter
of God, triîstilli that iu time we gimadi sec îîow ail1 these. bend ini juerfect
hiarnionly, $0 w-e slinubil -'clc.olîîc. ail trutb, lyw~hîaliever cliannel it muay
conte to uis, assured that, even if now thiere înay seemi to be sonie dis-
agreemnt, thîis is <Ille to tic. liimits of our vision, and ivc cati wait for
the fuller ]ighit anid perfect recomîciliation.

The, disclosures of science have ofteni beeuî regardcdl %itlî fear or witlî
Suspivion l)y the tHelgin. le lias heenl Conipelled by hem, am i nîy
yet furthier be counpelcd, te nio0dify lis initermnetatieus of the Lible ; Imt


