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monts, and oliveyarda, and vinoyards, andi seop andi oxon, and men servants, and
inaid Borvantal The leproBy therefore of Naninan shal leavo uito thoo, And unto
t.hy8eedfor ever. And lie went ont froîn ii8 presonice a loer as white as snow.-

It is sonietimes tho privilege of Lad mien to have good servants. Poti-
pliair had a Josephi. Ahab hiad au Obadiali. Nebuchadnezzar a Daniel.
011 the other hiand it is not unfrequently the affliction of good mn to
8suffier from bad servants. Elisha hiad a Gelhazi. The narrative unidor
review. teaches, aniongst oChers, the following tsos

1. 11'it/îout t/he bleirsng of the Jfoly Spiril, the must favourdile cirran-
sf.Q>L(O$ are litter(y u.eless to sectere trite. piety. Seldoni lias One. beenl
placed in it more fitvourablo position for the cultivation of pions affections
thitit (ýeliazi. He wva the servant of Elishia, the nmail of Cod. le dwelt
witlh hmii under the sate rooif. Hiu was his confidential travelling coin
jltiUno. lie was a constant lier of bis pious discourse, and a Nvitnless
of liî io uHa exaunple. And yet, as far as the i videace gos hie renîailcd

Un1tLlIJtedmisanctilied, and îunsaved. So that one imiîy recciv'e the
bestinstuctons-e awitaess of the best o.xanile-go out and corne in

Mill1er thev 81adowv of the îpurest pioty, and yet Il live without (~d"anid
dtib1 witlout hoe"Osto say Le a servant of Elishia and devulop into
a Geliazi. Ouîe iuy hiear tho gracious vor-d8 (if the lieducemer inssehf
aU11d develop into a Judas. Let ail, then, realize the îsecd of' God's
slbLtttl grace, and tise agency of the H-oly Spirit, N% itlsour wlsic] the miort
fuivouralble opportuxibtiües, and tho most powert'ul nîcanis of grace, wvilI but
de 1.ci tliair dlar-kes.4, harden their heurts, and siktheni into a more
j>rout luian hopeless ungodîliness.

11. WTe are tatughit t/he diffcultu of disceîning humn citaracter, andl
hoi' cu a utiwW we 8/Lo ul be in our judgmet offvth ers~. Elista was .asian
of unuiisuai satgacity, and yet, aithougli Gehiazi lived in the saine itouse,
with hua, and was adinitted to a very close fihiairity its lus constant
travellinug companion, hie did not rightly d-iïcerni is true character. He
trented Iauiiii every respect as a truc min andl faithiful servant. How
diliienît it ia te knlow Ounr inost intunate acquainitanices, nail how cautiolus
we blhuuld he in our judgmnenit of character ansd motives. The apostie
Pait1 lias set bewfore us a beautiful exaniple, of suchi caution. Wlben in one
of bis epistles lie charactorizes Epaphras as 'la faithiful brother unto you,"
ho cittitiou8ly adds: "a s I suippose." .Although the disciples wvent out
and iii with Judas for a length of tùne, it doeii not eeeni that any of thein
s3uspected iiin of perfidy. When the IRedeomer ut tho last supper inti-
matedl thiat one of thons would betray Min, there was no voico te respond :
Lord isii 1 Judas? There, was net one of thons that kiiew hinm welI
enough wo suspect him.

And liow forcibly we are reminded. that we shiuld noV condernn one
or cast isai off on moee suspicion. It could scarcely bo that suds a man
as EIi8ha could live iii contideatial relations, fur a lengtls of Vine, with
suicli a porson as Gehazi without detecting sume littie evidenceocf sordid-
messâ andi duplicity-somo little thing that wvould excite suspicion. Yet
ho would uot act upon that suspicion. Hie would isot dissuisas hini froua
bis hervice on accouit, of it. H1e would bide his tisne. Hie wvould wait
for the developinents of Providence, asmred. that if lus servant was a bad,
unan, God in due tiine would dr-ag him int-o liglit, and bis wickedness,


