
L'MXOflATION.

Canada last year, the saine number rnay bc pro-
vjded fbr annualiy. But it is here overlooked,
that in thc two prcoding years there lîad bccîi
hardly any ernigration, so that last year sup-
plied the demnand of threc ycars, and severa:
thousand labourcro werce mbodied in the mili-
ti. Or, if wo take the omnigration o? the flîrc
years together, it is about .9,000, giving an
average of 11,000 a year instead of 2Ž,000O.-
The cornmittee assume, it is truc, that more
eniigrmntg coutl have fourni employient last
year than caine. Mlore of a certain class
coutld: more good farrn servants could have
fournd ready cmployment ; but of more labour-
ors there were more than could obtain work,
and more of this class wvent to the United
States than the committc suppose. It has
corne to our 1nowledge, that emigrants whose
passages woe paid to Hiamilton by thc Govern-
ment, went from thence to work on the Erie
Canal at Lockport. This wvas from no dislike
to Canada, or preference of the States as a
country, but simpiy because they could get
work that suited thcm on the enlargement o?
the Erie Canai. Ilence, although our govcrn-
nient hail paid their cxpences from Quebec to
Hamilton, it proved mnercly to benctit the Uni-
ted Statcsby their labour. This shows that
the systen of frc passages is somewvhat of an
OXpeuliVe lottery, as it is very doubtfuit %Vho
shaH reap tho bencfit cventually. Of tlic
19,850 emigrants wvho came into Upper Canada
last year, oniv about 10,000 are accountcd for
in it ; in oth,2r words, c.,350 wvcnt to the States
at different points. IIow niany of these liait
been assisted by tho govcrniment, wo have no
means of knowing, but it is probable that one-
half at leasthlait, as one-haif of the total nom-
ber were assisted, and thus our goverrament
must have paid several liundrod pouinds lnst
yeair tu scnd men to the United States. Thîis
system must have some check. Haid the-te been
employment on public works in Canada, it is
probable that these mea would have remnaincdl
in it, but until this is the case, this clacs of cm-
igrants cannot lie rotained in the country-
Heace, although a froc passage would benefit
thcm and the districts fromn which they comae, it
would not boeoft Canada at ail, and therofore
Canada cannot contributo to the expense of
rcnioving thora hithor, until thora bo a difl'orent
SYsten establislied, by wvhich she niay expeet to
rotain thont whcn they corne.

Further, the Committce propose that "the
wholc of the procccds arising from the sale of
public lands shail bc npplicd to thc promotion o?
Eýinigration." Froni this proposition wc on-
tircly dissent. Important as cinigration is, it
is not every thing. Othter things are as niuch
rcquircd in urder to rontier emigration itsel? a
benefit. Good ronds, cspccially, are as noces-
sary a~s emnigration, for withoîît tliemi the onu-
grant is cut ofT froin communication with
fricnds or markets, and the produco of bis la-
bout brings himi but one-faurtl, o? what, it might
do, if indecd ho can soit[ t at ail. In fact, so
groat is the difliculty on this account, that
wliolc sottlements have been abandonod after
years of labour lîad been expenîled on thom.-
WVo knew a settlement mn Lower Canada that
was abandonied after il years of labour. Two
families tlîat had buriod childron thora rcrnaincdl
a yoar after the others had loft, but their condi-
tion %vas so much worso tlîat thoy also forsook
the place. Charles Ranken, Esquire, Doputy
Land Surveyor, in his evidence before Lord
Durham's Comimissioners on ]and and emîgra
tion, says that the difllculties fre'n want of
roads have been expcriencodl to such an extent
"tas to occasion the abandonmont of settle-
monts that hiait been formed, as in the Town-
ship of Ramna, where, aftor a trial of thrc yoars,
thc sottiers %voie compcllod to, abandon their
improvemonts. In the Towvnship o? St. Vin-
cent alîniost aIl the niost valuablo settiors have
loft their farms froni the sanie cause. There
have been nuincrous instances in which, altho'
the settlement bas not been altogother aban-
doned, the most valuable sottfors, afitcr unavail-
ing strîigglos o? several years with the difficul-
tics whiich I have described, have loft their
farms." And William B. Robinson, Esquire,
givos similar ovidenco, saying-c" The non-resi-
donco of many o? the propriotors is attnibutable
to the badncss of the roads, mnany o? those wvho
had scttlod there having been compelled by this
cause to abandon their locations." It wouldl
bc no trivial cause that would make mcn throw
away the labour o? ycars, as wveli as ait. the
capital they possessed ; but thoy cmigratod
ancw for the saine reason that they cmigratcd
at first-to escape from dilliculties wvhich they
fotind to be intolerable. Morce xainples o?
te saine kind miglit bc given, but these are

sufilcient to show that good roads are nocessary
to thec success ofemaigration, and therefore, the


