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ADDRESS BY
H. C. NEWLANDS

Labor Party Hears Teachers' Al
liance Head on Subject of
Group Organization

Very
the address on “‘‘Group Organiz
delivered | H. €. Newlands of
Alberta Tenchers’” Allinnece at the
lar monthly propaganda meeting of the
Labor Party on Tuesday evening

In hiz opening remarks Mr. Nowlands
referred to the Albertas Allianes
of for
determination on the
ers of the provinee. He stated
Alliance was experieneis
and difficulties such
organized Labar
teachers realized that
do very little nlone and orgs
was found to be necessary
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Mr
the history of governmeatal ideas down
through history, showed that the
ecopomic coneception of history went
the heart of the guestion of govern
ment. The speaker referred to the eiv
ilizations of Egypt and anecient Greeee
and claimed that all governments began
with raece domination main
tained by slave labor ~Thus also was es
tablished the holding of property gnined

Newlands in his address sketched

and

to

and were

by conquest, and nine-tenths of the laws |
in existence even today are based on|
In the light of |

the rights of property.
history the fundamental basis of society
is an economic d ared the speak
or, and the of
government must be based on represen

one,
most suecessful system
tation '\)’ eeonomic ur!?\n‘lk

Mr. Newlands referred to the present
experiment Russia
that in prineiple the soviet system eom
bining the industrial or economic, and
political interests, was a good example
of the application of the group system
of representation. The Revo
lution, said the speéaker, was one of the

in and eontended

jussian

great things eoming out of the war, An !
the |

opportunity was being given for
working out of & system that has been
ehimed by its adherents to be practical
a4 well ux idoslistie.  Such an experi
mont was seemingly impossible in =
country where British parliamentary
traditions dominated, and we were priv
ileged, said Mr. Newlands, in having an
opportunity to see the experiment being
made in Rossia where matters had gone
to such length that the old system had
not been able to re-establish itself fol
lowing the revolution, as had been done
following other outbreaks in history.
There was a good discussion follow
ing Mr. Newlands® address, in which
Rev: F. E. Mercer, J. W. H. Williams,
E. E. Roper and J. W. Barnett took
part. Mr. Mercer criticized the Russian
system which he claimed was not demo-
eratic because of elaborate methods of
ehoosing the administrators. He was in-
elined to favor a governmental parlia-
ment cleeted on geographical lines, 'in
addition to an industrial parliament
elected by industries to advise on in
dustrial administration. E. E. Roper
favored a legislative body elected by
proportional representation from geo
graphieal constituencies, Industry would
be, as far as possible, self governing
with parliament protecting the interests
of the community. In reply, Mr. New

!
ted that he did not intend to| ; ;
sy Statel gr O W PN e | The latest report of the Belgian trade |

infer that the soviet system was per
feet, but that the pfineiple of combin-
ing economic or industrial and politieal
interests was the best possible method
of administering the affairs of govern
ment.

A hearty vote of thanks was tendered
te Mr. Newlands for his splendid ad-
dress which was thoroughly enjoyed by
those present.

IS HE AUTHORITY
ON TRADE UNIONISM
AND ITS POLICIES?

Can Charles M. Sehwab be considered
an authority on trade unionism and its
policies?

In an address to college mem in
Prinecton, N.J,, the Bethlehem steel offi-
cial said:

A good workman iz entftled to more
pay than s poor one and wherever pos-
sible my men are paid for the work
they do and proportionate to it. This
is opposed to umion principles I know,
but it is the proper economic basis and
the theory on which all my establish-
ment sare run.’’

LOW WAGES CLOSED
18279 SCHOOLS IN
THE UNITED STATES

Failure to provide adequate wages for
teachers has closed 18,279 schoois in
~fthe United States, reports the United
States bureau of education. This condi-
tion existed on Febrnary 13 last, and is
based on retorns from state school offi-
einls. In addition 41,900 scheols were
being taught by teachers eharacterized
as ‘‘below standard, but taken on tem-
porarily ia the. eméregney.’’ Greater
shortages are shown to exist in southern
states.
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HAMILTON TEAMSTERS
ASK NEW AGREEMENT
WITH WAGE INCREASE
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be adopted by the émployer

I'he penalty elause for refusing to

comply with the provisions of the Lieu- |

tenant Governor in Couneil’s proclama-
tion is the same as that in the Faetories
Aet. The will the
leffect of setting uwp-a-provincial: mimi
?nmm wage e Wwell a8 a provineial stand-
lard of hours for employees in 'stores.
{Hotel and restaurant employees; girls
| employed in public roomiing houses and
[ theatres are also included.
| The only difference between the other
minimum wages bills in Canada and the
{one proposed in Alberta is that the com
{mission’s decision in Alberta is not
final; all the reports of the commission
{must be submitted to the government.
We fail to see why the Alberta gov
| ernment should insist on retaining thé

amendments have

iright to veto a report of a commission |
{which will be made up of representa-|

| tives from employers and employees.

POST-WAR GROWTH
" OF BELGIAN TRADE
~ UNIONS NOTABLF

{Most Striking Expansion Is In|

| Miners’ Case—New Bill Is
! Under Consideration.

{union movement shows the very con-
isuh\mlnh‘ extent of the post-war growth.
{ The membership in 1913 was 126,000;
| during the war it sank heavily; but it
{has now reached a figure of 613,000 for
11919. The most striking expansion is in
| the case of the miners, who have grown
[from 18546 to 117,000. The movement
{has been, however, a general one, and
{eovers many trades which were only
| weakly or not at all organized before,
{ineluding workers in foodstuff factories,
{hotels, theatres and orchestras. Ome of
{the deviees by which this expansion
was seenrved was the innuguration im-
mediately after the armistice of a pro-
gramme for all workers of a universal
eight-hour day and a minimum wage of
one frane an hour. This appeal, eom-
bined with the promise of financial help
to workers who declined to work for
more than nine hours & day or for less
than one frane an hour, brought in large
numbers to the unions.

A new Trade Union Bill to establish
thé legal position of trade unions is at
present under consideration in place of
{the umsatisfactory previous Article 310
{of the Constitution. This Bill provides
| for liberty of mssociation and of indus-
trial aetion in aceordance with the con-
stitutional rules of the trade union; but
lays down pemalties for any attempted
aetion against non-unionism. The Bill
which is felt to be an advance from the
point of view of Belgian Labor, is ex-
pected to go through with gemeral con-
sent:

LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEERS
AFFILIATE WITH T. & L.
COUNCIL AT EAMILTON

The Locomotive Engineers have affil-
iated with the Trades and Labor Coun-
feil at Hamilton. ‘“Weleome Brothers
to our city,’” says the New Democraey.

EASTERN CANADA
IS SOLIDLY FOR
INTERNATIONAL

This Section of Dominion Has No
Use or Sympathy With the
One Big' Union:
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IRON WORKERS AT
" TORONTO GRANTED
WAGE INCREASE

{ Manufacturers Had Formerly Re-
fused to Meet Representatives
of the Union

The of the Bridge and
| Struetur Workers at Toromto,
{have granted their employees a volun

employers

Irom

itary increase in wages of ten eceénts an !

{hour. In some eases the ineresse will
| date baek to March Ist. This - inerepss
Iwill nét affeet the new agreement that
{the union proposes to submit to the em-
| ployers.

| Up to the present the big bridge and
i structural re
| fused to meet
|of the union, and a very acute situation
has arisen, It was feared that
of this attitude upon the part
{employers operations in the

iron manefacturers have

or receive representatives

beeause
of the
building
trades might be held up in the coming
| spring.

The ‘action of the manufacturers, it
is hoped, will be the beginning of the
recognition of the fact that the prin-
ciple of eqllective bargaining eannot be
denied, and that in the negotiations
that the union now propeses to open up,
the employers will manifest & more lib-
eral policy and conciliatory spirit than
| they have done up to the present time.

LATHERS' WAGES
INCREASED TO $7
PER 8 HOUR DAY

Effective May 1, the members of
i Loeal No. 145, Lathers’ Union at Ham
ilton, Ont., will have their wages ad-
vanced from' $5.50 to $7 per day of eight
hours. Foremen will reeeive 50 cents
more. Piccoworkers’ rates will inerease

five per cent nu-mhorship.
HAMILTON ELECTRICAL
WORKERS ASKING FOR
ARBITRATION BOARD

Having refused to accept the Hydro
Commission’s compromise wage inerease
offer for operators and linemen, the
members of Loeal No. 105, Brotherhood
of Electrieal Workers, Hamilton, have
deeide dto ask Hon. (Gideon Robertson,
Minister of Labor, for a Board of Arbi-
tration to adjudicate the wage question.
With a view to inereasing the member-
ship, this local has decided to appoint a
business agent.

SEATTLE CENTRAL
LABOR COUN
ASKS HIGHER RATES

The Central Labor Couneil at Seattle
has protested against the deecision of

from five eents to six and one-half cents |
per hour.. The local now has a ninety- |
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year Medicine Hat eouncil
to l¥y a tax on house

hoiders pupose of paying for
the of Sparbage. Alderman
Huekvale, the ;vngnn from the Hat
who explained the #harter amendments
facetiously remarkgd that sinee the im
position of the gpbngv tax Medicine
Hat now the Sleanest city in the
provinee. Whateves inay have been the
effect of the said ga¥bage tax on the ex-
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ternal appearance 4f the city it evident- |

ly had an adverse Bffeet on the moral
of some of its citidens.

Medieine Hat ¢8@ now impose & pol
tax, rental tax, ;'r\rhv tax, and a small
business tax, 1 @ mention the other
taxes all eq Wesigned to relieve
those who ought to¥pay the taxes. Med
|icine Hat as t'iﬁ best known
{ throughout the wst, the home
Mayor Brown, anifiugenions finaneier,
whose hobby is in@ustrial development
His scheme of indahtrial development is
{to invite indostrie® to the Hat, exempt
them from taxatiol
cheap gas before sl after they are es-
tablished, then
the taxes. Natars
is endorsed
create any wealth
live from the effo

Protpst

The citizens f |
lall endmored W =
{trin]l development schemes, with the re
{sult that a petition signed by a large
| number of eitizens was presented to the
|eommittee by a Calgary member pro

is

as of

this system of tax
{ation
the city, but who
g of somebody else
Citizens.
eine Hat are not

| testing against the imposition of such |

Tuesday the 23rd was the day
|originally intended for the discussion

taxes,

{of the bill, but the member for Medi- |
Hat arranged to have it changed |

cne

to Mareh the 20th. The date was

changed so suddenly that it was impos- |
sible to netify the petitioners in time |

{to emable them to send up a deputa-
tion if they so desired. The Calgary
member handling the petition endeav-
lored to have the
{ments held over until Tues
liginal date, in order to give him time
to notify the petitioners which is a
common custom. But no, the gang were
well organized. A vote was ealled for;
{there was no quorum at this stage, but
{the provineial treasurer who is still in-
terested in Medicine Hat, the speaker
and Spencer rounded up their forces.
| The vote was lost so the committee pro-
{eeeded. It was soon evident
{whole coup-de-tait was planned by the
| Medicine Hat trinity, Spenecer, Pingle,
| Mitehell, the only opposition heing Mrs.
| MeKinney, Sténley, Pearson, Davidson
land Ross.

! The Poll Tax.

The ten dollar poll tax was first eon
|sidered. The virtues of the poll tax
{was first considered. The virtues of the
{poll tax were extolled by Mitehell, who
pointed out that the people who work
in the Medicine Hat industries are all
drawing fine big salaries but eomntribute
nothing in the shape of taxes. Therefor
they should be compelled to pay a poll
tax. Pingle and Spencer loudly ap-
planded. Hon. Mr. MeKay, a liberal of
the old school, who sometimes enter- |
tains his sudiences as well as the mem- |
bers with stories about the prineiples |
of liberalism, also agreed. Tt was only !
the day before that both McKay and |
Mitehell were opposed to an ineome tax |
being levied in Edmonton (both live in
Edmonton) however they were very
mueh in love with a poll tax for Medi- |
eine Hat., What is the use of a poll tax|
if you eannot collect it? The Medicine |
Hat Council overlooked nothing. A
thirty days imprisonment clause for non
payment was asked for, but the Medi-
cine Hat trinity were by this time

:

the state industrial welfare i
that $18 a week is a sufficient minimum
wage for women workers engaged in
““publie housekeeping trades;'’ such as
waitresses, hotel workers, lavndry work-
ers and others. The unionists demand
that the minimum be inereased to $25
a week.

Prices are not coming down, but our

iprofiteers do not betray the least sign|

of diseontent. What self-control—Tol-
edo Union Leader.

The paper situation is hecoming so
acute that st any moment we-may have
no shoe soles.—The Leather Warkers’
Journal.

{

hamed of th Ives, so that clause

was withdrawn.
Bental Tax Ingenious Scheme.

The tax on rentals was also approved.
It was explained that the beauty of this
tax was that the more rent you paid,
the more you would have to pay in
taxes. It soon became apparemt that
an unlimited supply of eash could ac-
erne from this souree. All the Medicine
Hat Mayor needs to do when & non-
tax-paying industry locates there is to
eall 8 meoting of the landlords union
of the Board of Trade, persuade them
to raise the rests which sutomatically
inereases the householders tax. The

(Continued on Page Four)
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NEW ZEALAND
LABOR PARTY
HAS ADVANCED

Increased Representation in Par-
liament From Four in 1914 to
Eleven in 1919

By Federated Press)

Reviewing the labor position in New
Zealand, Harry E. Holland,
the Zealand Labor
that Labor has made a ¢considerable ad
vance in that country during the war
In 1914, labor poll 1919
the was 125970 inerease of
79983, Labor’s standing the New
Zealand parliament was four members
Hin 1914, and wday it is eight straight
out Labor, and three Independent Labor
members. Had the elections been con
dueted on proportional lines, they would
bave had 19 members.

The attitude of the New Zealand
Labor party is to be one of no comprom

leader of

New party, states

W87, and in
vote an

in

s¢. It will be a fighting party in every
sense of the and will make its
presence felt in the new parliament in
that eountry. The vietories won by the
party are undoubtedly victories
Labor, Boeialism,
and the party now enters upon its great
work of edueation and organizatien, re

word,

for

lying on the soundness of its prineiples |

and its ability to edueate the people in
those prineiples for their ultimate vie
orY.

RAILWAYMEN
IN BRITAIN

WANT CONTROL

{National Union in Conference

Agree to Re-affirm Demand
for Nationalism.

{By the Federated Press)
The
{all the distriet councils of the National
Union of Railwaymen, held heve, eamne
important decisions on nationaliza-
ition and econtrol of the milways,

London. recent conference

{to

Cdb was . ananimonsly . agneed ,m,_,rzqq.,, ghief cvown lawyy
.ce\mj

{affirm the demand for the national gwn
| ership of the milways coupled with eon-
trol by the workers, and, in addition,
{to recommend all branches of the union
to instruct the executive committee at
once to inangurate s national campaign

in order to secure the support of all see- |

tions of the community for all altera-
tion of the ownership and control of the
railway systems.

The distriet eouncils appointed a com-
mittee of to go into the whole
{question of control, and to prepare a
scheme of railway democratization for
| submission to the branches.

Further steps were taken towards se-
euring closer unity of action during a
{ national strike on lines. It was deeided
|that every distriet counecil should for
imulate s scheme for seeuring more
{effective cohesion and ecommunieation
of erisis.

nine

during time

{IRON MOLDERS WIN
ANOTHER SHOP AT
HAMILTON FOUNDRY
| R

| Another shop has been wom by the
{striking molders and Coremakers, who
{have been strike sinee last May.
| Last week the men returned to work at
ithe Hamilton Foundry, the firm having
{“come across’’ with the eight-hour day
jand 75 cents per hour. It is said that
{very soon the Grand Trunk shop and
| Steel Company of Canada will fall in
{line. The members of Loeal No. 26 Yron
{ Molders’ Union are firm in demanding
!thnt strike-breakers be ‘‘let go.’’

on

i

|HAMILTON BARBERS
| ARE CONSIDERING
A RAISE IN PAY

The members of Loeal No. 131 Jour:
neymen Barbers’ Union at Hamilton,
Ont., are considering a raise in pay. At
present they get $20 per "week and 50
per eent extra of all receipts over $28
weekly, The present wage agreement
terminates in May. The union is 100
per cent organized.

WORCESTER, MASS.
ENDORSES ROCHDALE
CO-OPERATIVE PROJECT

The Central Labor Union at Worees-
ter, Mass., has indorsed a co-op. project
based on the Rochdale system, which
sells goods at the market price and re-
turns savings on the basis of money
spent at the store, rather than on the
amonnt of stoek held.

Shares will be sold at $11 each, $10
of which is to go into eapital stock
and §1 for organization purposes.

Dighonest kings used to debase the
curreney so that it lost its purchasing
power, and it took a lot more money to
buy clothes and food. We just happened
to think of this. We don’t mean any-
thing in partieular by it.—Toledo Union
Leader.

and anti-militarism, |

of |

FAIR PRICE ADVISORY
BOARD OF D. C. FIXES

FAIR PROFIT ON SHOES

The fair price advisory board of the
Distriet of Columbia bas concluded that
$3.50 is a fair profit on a $10 pair of
It been found that
have charging what is
profits and this
a5 per ecent
40
per eent on shoes selling at over $12,
and 31 per ecent on children's shoes

shoes has some

dealers been

termed ‘‘exorbitant®’

sonle has been agreed to:

profit on ordinary grades of shoos;

DEFENSE COUNSEL
QUITS FOLLOWING
WORDS WITH JUDGE

Judge Objected To Defense Quot.
ing Article on Socialism From
Encyclopedia Britannica.

(By Gordon Cascadden)

Specinl to The Free Press)
We
movements of mer
of John
, in his address to the jury in
trial of the
leged seditious conspira
|with the big 1910
strike.

Queen spoke for nearly & day and »
{half, following W. H. Trueman, K.C,
{who opened the case for the defence,
When

his speech,

4OVen men not v trial bat
* This was the

Queen, Winnipeg

are
the
declaration
atdermar
the labor spokesmen for al
¢ IR comnnection
Winnipeg general

which did not eall any witnesses
half through
western Canada’s most eminent consti
tutional lawyer, was defending
Alderman A. A. Heaps, suddenly quit,
following a heated with
Judge Metealfe.

Hundreds of the seized decuments put

in a8 exhibits deal with Secialism and
For this reason True
{man wanted to guote from the article on
i Bociglism in the Eneéyelopedia Britan
ihiea, The judge objected, declaring the
jonly kind he
{would permit was that which ean be
i brought about by the ballot.
| Night sessions are being held, eourt
{lasting from 10 o'clock at night with
{intermissions for luneh and dinner.
i This arrangement, however, was put
{ato effect only after A. J. Andrews, K.
fapocch, g pit
{to a greater physieal and mental strain,
{The crown proseeutor who reptesented
{the so-called ‘‘Citizens’ Chmmittee’’
| during the strike, spoke for nekrly three
{days and a half.

Queen, in his address, read from evi
{denece introdueced by the erown and
;vhurg»-d Andrews directly with repre-
isenting the so-ealled Citizens’ Commit-
| tee aggregation at a meeting of the ecity
{council during the strike, when it was
{decided to issue permit eards. The gov-
{ernment has made one of its most ser
lious charges against the aceused in its
| declaration that Labor usurped the pow

{ about way

who

discussion
Labor economies.

of Boeialistic discussion

a Soviet.

Queen also showed that three other
lawyers who have assisted in the prose
eution from the very start actually were
members of the so-ealled Citizens’ Com

{Continued on page 3).

CAN. ELECTRICAL
WORKERS WILL PAY
DUES IN CANADA

On Account ofﬂ Exciumge Rate All
Remittances Will Be Sent
To Winnipeg.

The International Executive Couneil
of the Eleetrical Workers being anxious
to’' provide for a system of remittance
and disbursements which would provide
& more satisfactory arrangement for
Canadian business instrueted the Inter
national Secretary, International Treas-
urer and J. L. MéBride, member of the
International ' Executive to devise a
workable arrangement. The following
method has been adopted and is to be-
eome operative April lst.

The secretary of the loeal union will
forward his report to the international
office the same as heretofore. His remit-
tanee he will forward direet to J. L.
McBride, 185 James street, Labor Tem-
ple, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Bro-
ther MeBride has been designated as
agent of the International Becretary for
the purpose of receiving funds, and will
in tarn report the remittanee in amount
thereof direet to the international office.

Omne great reason for the ehange in
administration is the fluctunation of ex-
ehange between Canada and the United
States.

Of course, after all] the best way to
Tick the “‘reds’’ is to give humanity a
better prineiple than Lenine ean offer.
—The Progressive Labor World.

Heredity counts for much in life, en.
vironment counts perbaps for more.
What ideals are you holding up to your
lrhﬂdren to influence their lives. JIts
{worth pondering over.—The Western
| Independent.

ers of eivie government by establishing |

AN AMERICAN
- VIEW OF BRITISH
LABOR METHODS

{ Pederated Press Writer Compares
British Situation With
United States.

(By Felix Morley)
Hiall Writer the Pederated Pross)
ARTICLE I-THE SITUATION
TODAY
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identieal by econtrast
Ruthless ae is the present policy of Brit
militarism t countris

of Ireland, India and Egypt, it is now
just a8 important for Ameriean labor t
{nppreciate the growing power of Soeial
lism in England proper as it is to con
{demn the effects of a dying imperialisy
iin her foreibly held dominions. With th
|exeeption of Russia, and perhaps Italy
{and Germany, England has more nearly
loutgrown capitalism than any other
{great nation. She ineomparably
{ahend of the United States.in this ve
| speet.

Three things about the present labo
in England impress them
immadiately the visitor
from Ameriea. They may be summed vj
by g that in spite of the greater
pressure of the war, more liberty, jus
and ecommon sense have been lef

in England than the United
States. There is first a far greater mege
ure of freedom of speech and press oo
{thizx side, For instance it is diffienlt to
{find either a Inbor mass meeting wher
| the proceedings nre not closed by sing
|ing the Red Plag and cheering the Rus
sian soviet republie, or =« reputabile
{ newspaper whieh characterizes such out
ibur:«[s as seditious, un English, sasr
ehistie, and the life. Asgfoy _and
secret service raids, suppression rad
lieal newspapers, imprisonmont and &
fpormt‘um of agitators—sach things may
{be eommon in Irelend and the United
[Btates, but they are virtually unmkmown
{here. If an alleged labor paper is so-ex
ftrome as to be ridieulous nobody buys
lit. If an agitator pratties of impraet:
lea) tactics he is laughed at. This keeps
ga-wrymm in good hamor. There is no
| eosgnek terrorism, no bomb plots by an
éurvh»n!n or capifalists, no undergroun
| discontent, mo imitation of ezaristic
| Russia. ’
| The result is no danger of revolutior
{from the standpoint of the government

amistakabl

s towards a new erm s

gres
achieved, and the goal now

suffi

economic ou

is something aneod to
mnke the
tand Uary seem

ixh in the

s

movement
selver upon

saying

t1ee

alive in

{no wasted time for the workers in hav
ling to struggle for the most fundament
!sl of rights, and real and rapid progres:
lu!ung lines of radieal social evolution
l'ﬂn-rn' are many elements in this sitos
{tion whieh eause grave anxiety to the
| traditional governing class, but all
{efforts to cheek the tide only result iv
lan increase of the power and solidarity
lof organized labor, A point for Amer
liea to reslize is that the present state
lof affairs in Ireland and other subjeet
lcuun!rivn will very soon be altered in
accordance with the principle of self
determination, when labor gains eontrol
of the government. The British Labor
|party is working as hard in behalf of
Ireland as is Sinn Fein.

A second striking difference to the
Iniged States is found in the English
labor leaders. The majority of them
are repl leaders, men of vision and
ideals, demoeratieally chosen, graduates
of factory and mine who make it their
business to eneournge rather than re

|
{

(Continued on page 3).

LABOR MEETINGS FOR
THE COMING WEEK

Tuesday, March 30th
Old Fort Machinists No. 1266,
Thursday, April 1st
Machinists No. 559.
Friday, April 2nd
Unitéd Brotherhood of Carpemters
No. 1325,
Printing Pressmen No. 255.
Saturday, April Srd
Typographieal Union No, 604.
Bakers and Confeetioners No| 276.

An elsborate scheme for the arbitra
tion of labor disputes is provided in 2
long promised bill introduced in the
Chamber of Deputies at Paris by
Dopaty Jourdain. Under its terms arbi
tration is obliagtory and cessation of

ork is forbidden in employments eon
:m‘wwl necessiry to the public eonven
ience and the stopping of which would
endanger health and the economic and
siweinl life of the country. ;




