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POOR DOCUMENT

LAURIER BACKS DOWN
iN MANITOBA OUTRAGE

Wnllmg to Grant

gested by Opposition

Concessions Sug-

‘Premier Still of Opinion That Federal Autorities Should
Revise the Lists---Lectures Conservatives for Stopping
Supply Till Obnoxious Measure is Withdrawn—Foster
Charges Member With Being Elected lilegally.

Ottawa, May 12.—Although it was the
»tpected that happened when the house
et this afternoon, Sir Wilfrid Laurier
'striking his flag on the Aylesworth bill is-
- !lue, the surrender was not unnaturally ac-
icompanied by signals of exultation from
khe opposition benches.
\fter a pounding process which had
4 for more than a week, the prime
.auter announced his willingness to® ac-
cept the terms proffered by his opponents,
amely, to have the Manitoba lists re-
_+d by county judges, to leave the local
jsts untouched in provincial districts
_ #hich are not intersected by federal boun-
daries, and to make other necessary
rmendments to the bill in committee.
Sir Wilfrid said at the outset that as
Br. Borden had appealed to him, “in the
me-of fairness, justice and broad equity”
inst the bill as an inteneely partisan
measure, €0 now he appealed in the same
against Manitoba’s partisan laws.
or the bill before the house he accepted
entire responsibility.
#“Qonscrvative members from Manitoba,”
said, “dread the effect of the law of
heir own province, it it is administered
y this government’s officers. But there
re men on this side of the house who
read the effect of that law, if it is to be
ministered, as it has been, by the offi-
appointed by their opponents. Those
oppose this bill dread it in anticipa-
ion; those who support it, dread the effect
the existing law of Manitoba from past
perience.”

lRecalls Old Fight

! This he understood was the situation.
he record of the Conservatives was in
vor of federal lists while the Liberals
ad favored provincial lists and in 1885
ad fought for that principle/ in parlia.

t. “Yet,” he added, “although in 1885
e fought the federal franchise bill as
ectively and vigorously as a measure
as ever fought, we never thought of re-
porting to a refusal of supply, to the dis-
prganization of the public service.
He went on to say that a condition of
ffairs had arrived in Manitoba which
peratively called for legislation by this
rliament. It had been charged that Mr.
ach, the Liberal organizer in Manitoba,
ad acted dishonestly and disfranchised

_hundreds of electors. Sir Wilfrid denied
bsolutely that Mr. Leach disfranchised
nybody. There may have been mistakes
»+ there was no intentiomal wrongdoing.

had been told that Mr. Leach was a
fectly respectable man. The condition
iffdirs was such in Manitoba that re-
_aing officers would be subject to the
me peril as in 1904, owing to the diffi-

ity of adjusting the lists. to federal
poundaries. Somebody must do this work.
The judges,” shouted the opposition in

TUs.
“On this point ‘or my part,” continued
}§e premier, coming to the real point of
is speech, “after having conferred with
he minister of justice and my other col-
gues we are ready to accept legisla-
on suggested by Dr. Roche. in his speech
_other day.” (Opposition cheers.)
Sir Wilfrid then quoted the portion of
he Manitoba act cited by Dr. Roche,
hich provides for the revision of the
ers list by county court judges.
f this would be agreeable to friends
;Tories_ alike, for my part I am willing
~ _w.ke this means of giving satisfaction.”
his, however, would mean the defeat of
e bill now before the house,

Pordon's First Suggestion
i Adopted

| Mr. Borden replied that he had made
ihis very suggestion at the opening of
ebate, pointing out that as the difficulty
a8 not confined to Manitoba, the pro-
isions of the act just cited would have to
T:de applicable to all Canada by gene-
W.

| Sir Wilfrid thought there was no dif-
culty elsewhere than in Manitoba. His
bjection to the Manitoba act was that it
aced the whole machinery of revision in
he hands of the governor in council. As
understood it, power was given revis-
officers to extend the time for receiv-

g names. He could refuse to extend the
ime for erasing names. Sir Wilfrid de-

903 and never submitted to parliament
ut admitted that the Manitoba Libgrals
anxious for such a bill at that time.

r. Roche pointed out that these clerks
imply took the affidavits of persons ap-
lying to get on the lists.
Wilfrid declared that there had been
o attempt on Mr. Aylesworth’s part, as
harged, to tamper with the secrecy of
he ballot and in conclusion, “I have
say on that point and upon every other
soint of the bill, we are prepared to
nend the bili, if necessary, so as to give
fect to the policy contained in it which

s the secrecy of the ballot without stifl-
ing the voice of the people.”

Mr. Alcorn asked if the premier had
n mind any modus operandi by which the
w lists will be made altogether under
udicial authority. “I think so,” replied
e premier, "I think we will be prepared
do so at the proper time when we are
committee.”

oster's Charge

Mr. Foster followed maintaining there
been absolutely no proof of any
jevance against the Manitoba election
ists. The bill was remarkable for what it
id not contain, he thought.

There was no provision for simultaneous
lling and nothing to remedy the griev-
nce against long-delayed bye-elections;
othing to prevent the growing abuse of
ivil servants actively participating in
lections; nothing to stop the bribing of
nstituencies by the promise of public
xpenditure; no adequate penalties for
me election crimes, and no. effzctive
wer to see the election law carried out.
othing had been said in explanation of
he omission of the clause preventing in-
rporated companics contributing to po-
itical party funds and the clause regard-
g the ballot opened the way for the pur-
hase of votes, making it possible for any
ot to become known. -

Mr. Foster congratulated the premier in
ceding to the just demand of the opposi-

'
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i Pz:oceeding, Mr. Foster said it was as-
Jounding that, after eight days, the prime
(S
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jed that a similar bill was prepared in |,
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minister did not know that the returning
officers 1n 1904 went beyond the over-lap-
ping divisions and distributed the polling|
divisions that wers self-contained. Hel
commented on the Leach incident at|
length, putting Leach in the same class|
as Rudneski, the Galician, who sold false
affidavits to Winnipeg liberals for a price. |

Dealing with Leach's operations, Mr.:
Foster charged that as a result of his;
work a member was now sitting in the |
house who should not be there. !

Mr. Jackson (Selkirk), said he was re-,
ferred to and asked for proof. |

Mr. Foster replied. that his proof was '
the sworn testimony of the returning of-|
ficer.

«I make this proposition,” said Mr.i
Foster, “let the prime minister brin~ ini
a bill establishing the Dominion franchise
on lists made by this government in all;
the provinces of the Dominion and put |
these lists in the hands of a non-partisan|
body and he will have this side of the
house at his back.” Mr. Foster conclud-

ed by observing that if he were a resi- | ©

dent of Manitoba he would fight against
this invidius distinction of his province |
and he was sure that when the proper
time came Manitoba and Britich Colum-
bia would resent the indignity which the
government sought to impose upon them.

The adjournment of the debate was
moved by " Staples (McDonald, Man.),
who "will continue the debate tomorrow.

Ottawa, May 13.—Sir Wilfrid Laurier's
skiful attempt at compromise with the
»pposition will not be accepted. The de—|
bate on Mr. Agylesworth’s election bill
went on today and will continue, though
possibly not again before Monday. The
withdrawal 'of the, first section of the
bill, that relating to the preparation of
the voters’ lists, was the demand of Mr.
Borden this afternoon and for this op-
position are united. The leader of the,
opposition spoke for an hour before the
house adjuorned at 6 o’clock.

Mr. Borden said he did not understand
exactly what Sir Wilfrid meant to sug-
gest by his proposal but took it to mean
that the alteration of the voters in &
polling division cut in two by boundary
of a federal division would be made by
the county court judges instead of by re-
turning officers. No change would be
necessary if the returning officers were
always honest and impartial. “But,”
said Mr. Borden, “inasmuch as we have
had some experience in Manitoba, point;
ing to the conclusion’that this is not the
case, we are quite prepared to accept
the proposition in that regard and we
view the proposal as a desirable one from
that standpoint. But beyond that whether
the government intends to adhere abso-
lutely to the terms of this bill I do not
know.  We think, on thia side of t]:_le
house, subject to what I have already said
that the first section of the bill ought to
be withdrawn altogether. .

“We do not comsider it fair that: two |
provinces which have reasona le lavys up-
on their statute books for preparation of
the voters’ lists should be singled out
merely for the reason that some persons
within those provinces have made com-
plaints to this government as to unfair
operation of these laws.”

Mr. Borden also asked that section 17
of the bill be either withdrawn or com-
pletely modified, as its present form would
interfere seriously with the secrecy of bal-
lot, and that all elections, except the
Yukon, be held on the same day.

Dr. Roche (Marquette), one of the lead- |
ing members from the west guccinetly
states the stand of opposition as follows:
“Qur position is to take the provincial
list as finally revised by the judges for |
the provincial elections and use them for,
the Dominion elections, as is done im
every other province of the Dominion. \Ve!
object to being singled out and haying |
our provincial lists revised again uhder
Dominion authority after the issue of a|
writ necessitating a revision of lists dur- |
ing the heat of political campaign. \VeI
are willing to allow the transfer of names |
by county court judges in constituencies
where over-lapping takes place, which !
duty under the'present dominion clections |
act is supposed to be discharged by re-|
tirning ofhcers.” i

Ths opposition have plainly said that.
until their demands are met there will|
be no further supply voted. Mr. Borden !
reminded Sir Wilfrid today that his party.
bad adopted this cource in the first ses-,
gion of 1896 and refused to vote on: dol-|
ar. |
Mr. Staples (McDonald), the first speak-
er of the afternoon delivered a witty |
speech and sprung a wurprise on the |
house by producing a galley proof of the!
elections bill, which ths government in-!
tended to bring in in 1903, but didn't,!
and which the Liberal speakers have been
claiming was a myth. |

Mr. Staples aleo produced the original !
cheque for $25 given to Rudneski by Lib-
eral Organizer Walton, of Winnipeg, for |
affidavits. The house roared with laugh-!
ter as Staples dramatically held it up and
described it as ‘‘conceived in
born in iniquity.” , l

After the house rose tonight Messrs. |
Laurier and Borden held a short confar-|
ence as a result of which it is faid that;
the bill will not be taken up. again until
Monday. Negotiations will be continued
and some agreement may be arrived at.

FORMER FAIRVILLE MAN |

DES 1N THE WEST

Word of the death of Justus G. Lake
at his home in Edmonton, Alberta, was
received here yesterday. Mr. Lake was a|
brother of Hiram S. Lake, of St. Patrick |
street. He was; until his departure for |
the west two years ago, a resident of
Fairville. He was a contracting carpen-
ter and after his removal to Edmonton
followed the same business. He is sur-
vived by his wife, one son, Charles, and
thre= married daughters, all in the wegt.
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FRATINONG

ON AUDIT ACT

Organizer Copp, Invited to
Suggest Improvements,
Silent.

Provincial Secretary’s Statement Ex-
pected to be Interesting—Several
Bills Read a Third Time and Much
Business Transacted.

¥redericton, N. B., May 12.—The house
met at 3 p.m. s

The acts respecting the protection of
the woods from fire and the law library
were read a third time. Three acts relat-
ing to the City of Fredericton were read
a second time.

Hon. Mr. McLeod submitted the report
of the Standing rules committee.

Hon. Mr. Hazen submitted the report

of the Law committee.

Mr. Sproul gave notice of enquiry re-
garding regulations governing sales of im-
ported horses.

Hon. Mr. Flemming, answering Mr.
Glasier's enquiry, said the amount of
money paid for ‘the inspection of branch
railways were, to M. Burns, $2,136.60 and
to Gilmore Brown, $474.27. These pay-
‘ments were authorized by .orders in coun-

il

Hon. Mr. Hazen, in reply to Mr. Hartt’s
enquiry, eaid the government was unable
to state how many bonds of the Inter-
national Railway had been guaranteed by
the province nor the total amount of such
bonds, as no, record appeared to have
been kept of the  bonds guaranteed for
sail company.
January 8th last the provincial eecretary
was directed ‘to endorse the guarantee of
the province upon the first mortgage bond
of the said company to the amount of
$400,000 upon the condition that $150,000
of bonds previously issued were delivered
up and cancelled. There was not in any
of the departments ‘any record to show
what had been done. Steps were being
taken to secure the information asked for.
The subsidy paid to the said railway was
in 1899, $25,000; in 1803, $25,000; 1904,
$5,000; 1007, $20,000; : 1908, $25,000; total,

! 100,000. No loans had been made to eaid

company.

Mr. Byrne presented a petition for an
act to fix the annual valuation of certain
properties in Gloucester county. i

Hon. Mr.’ Grimmer introduced an act
to amend and consolidate acts incorporat-
ing the town of St. Stephen.

Hon. Mr. McLeod introduced an act 4o
amend an act relating to the towa
Marysville.

Hon. . Mr. Grimmer introduced an act
relating to boom companies. Its purpose,
he said, was" to enable the crown land
department to more readily ascertain the
amount of lumber cut on crown lands
when this lumber was passing through the
booms. -

Hon. Mr. Maxwell presented a petition
for an act to incorporate the Twin Tree
Mine Railway Co. Also for an act to
amend the charter of the city of St. John
and one relating to certain debenturcs
issued by the City of St. John. .

Mr. Hartt presented a petition for an
act respecting the Charlotte county vhalu-

‘ation. .

; e

Mr. LaBillois inquired if it was the in-
tention of the department of Public
Works to build a bridge across the St.
John River at or mear Bath, as to who
was the caretaker of  the Florenceville
bridge, and whether a free ferry had beea
established at or near Bath.

Hon. Mr. Hazen introduced an act to
amend an act providing for a stipendiary
magistrate in the Parish of Addington.
Experience, he eaid, had shown that the
present lockup was not in the most suit-
able place and this bill provided for a
change.

Hon. Mr. Flemming, replying to Mr. La-
Billois, said the government Wwas aware
that the revenue from liquor’ licenses
granted in the county of Restigouche out-
side of Campbellton and Dalhousie was
insufficient to pay the salaries, of the in-
epectors and commiesioners last year. The
government was also aware that suc.h
license fecs were fixed by statute and it
was not the intention of the government

to amend the statute at present session

of the legislature.

Mr. Wilson presented a petition for an
act to regulate coasting on the ‘hills in the
city of St. John.

Mr. Copp presented a petition for an
act relating to the town of Sackville.

Mr. Lowell introduced an act in regard

to debentures of school district No. 2,.

Lancaster.

Mr. Tweeddale presented a petition for
an act to incorporate the Northern Pulp
and Paper Co.. Ltd.

Hon. Mr. Flemming introduced an act
to provide that the £10,000 per year now
taken from the public works expenditure
to pay interest on the bonds shall in
future be taken from consolidated reve-
nue funds. |

Mr, LaBillois gave notice of enquiry as
to the report upon the International Ry.,
by Mr. Gilmore Brown as to the wvalue
placed upon the various sections of the
road; and the sidings, buildings and roll-

|ing stock.

Hon. Mr. Flemming on the order of the
day being called, asked that the order
gtand till Thursday. The house will there-
fore. likely go into supply on Thursday

next.
‘1Ko house went into committee, " Mr.

Hartt in the chair, and considered the !

bill to enable Mabel Parlee to change her
name to Mabel Stone and the bill to en-
able Frederick McCartney to change his
name to Frederick Carson, which was
agreed to. The bills were reported and
ordered for third reading.

THe nouse went into committee on the
audit act..

Tlon. Mr. Flemming moved that the
time during which all accounts incurred
for work done during the fiscal year be
extended from the first of December, as
provided by the bill, to the lst of January
next following.

On the- discussion of section 27 Mr. Copp
gaid it appeared to him that the powers
conferred upon the treasury board ren-
dered that of the auditor-general of no

¥ T
envelope. Address, G. H. Bobertz, M.D,,
564 Woodward avenue, Detroit, Mich.
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By erder in council of!

account. The objeﬁgf the act, go far as
‘he gathered, wasi toimake the auditor-
general a .perfectly. independent .official,
but the section’ uhderi discussion; ‘seemed
| to render. possible a.condition of things
| which would be- littletif any better :than
lin the past. Tt simply allowed the treas-
| ury board of three persons the same
i power of spending money as had been ex-
ercised in the past by the whole executive
council,

Hon. Mr. Flemming said the auditor-
general would have to report to the treas-
ury board on any expenditure before such
expenditure could be authorized and it
| would be within the power of the auditor
to exercise his discretion whether he
would recommend the. expenditure or
not.

Mr. Copp repeated his objections to the
| provisions of the section. ; :

Hon. Mr. Hazen said the province would
for the future have .an absolutely inde-
pendent auditor-general answerable to no
one . except the legislature itself. He
would have full powens either to recom-
mend or not any expenditure desired to
{be made and if the treasury board author-
{ized any expenditures mot recommended
| by the auditor it would be that official’s
| duty to lay the whole facts before the
! next session of the legislature. That ap-
lpeared to the government to be the most
satisfactory safeguard against improper ex-
penditure and if the hon. member far
Westmorland (Copp), eould suggest a bet-
ter he (the prez_x%"er) would be glad to hear
it. i i :

.Progress was reported.

Mr. Prescott asked for leave of absence
for Mr. Dickson till Monday next.

The house went into committee on the
bill to create the parish of St. Charles,
which after some little discussion was
agreed to. The speaker having resumed
the chair, the bill was reported and order-
ed for third reading.

The house adjournéd at 5.30 p.m.

i Fredericton, N. B., May 13.—The new
i bighway act was disculted this afternoon
and evening and ' the proceedings were
| more than usually lively.- The first divis-
!ion of the session was taken on section 4
l which has to do with constitution of high-
| way boards and resulted in a government
majority of 16.

Twelye members voted for' the opposi-
tion and twenty-eight for the government.

Three independent ~ members from
Gloucester voted with the opposition and
Mr. Sweeney was absent. 8

Cyr and Baker, who were elected as
Robinson supporters for Madawaska, acted
with the government.

The absentees on the government side
were Messars. Flemming, ‘McInerney, Pres-
oott, Woods and Clarke.

Hon. Dr. Landry made his maiden
speech during the debate and created a
very favorable -impression.

Fredericton, N. B., May 13.—The legie-
lature met at 3 p. m: today. Hon. Mr.
Hazen moved that the order for the third
reading of the bill to create the parish of
St. Charles be rescinded and the bill be
recommitted to the committée of the
whole for further consideration:

Hon. Mr. McLeod presented the report
of the committee on standing rules.

Hon. Mr. Robinson presented the peti-
tion of C. A. Murray in favor of the bill
to_ incorporate the Westmorland Power
Company.

Mr. Hatheway presen the petition of
Hon. J. V. Ellis and others, and members
of the St. John branchiof the Canadian
Women’s Suffrage - Association, in . favor
of “a bill to amend the:N. B. elections
act to extend franchise to women.

Mr. Copp introduced a;bill relating to
the town of Sackville.: :

Hon. Mr. Hazen -introduced. a bill to
amend the registry act, which he ex-
plained was rendered desirable on account
of acknowledgements taken before a dep-
uty registrar not being ‘ander the seal of
the registry and some ohjection was :evi-
denced dt times to titles on-account of
the seil not being affixéd.” This" bill pro-
vided that the seal of the registrar should
be affixed 'in ald ‘¢ases ‘whether the ac-
knowledgement is taken before the regis-
trar or his deputy.

Hon. Mr. Maxwell introduced a bill re-
lating to certain short term debentures
iecued by the city of St. John; also a bill
to amend 52 Vic. Chapter 27, an act to
unite the city of Portland and the city of
St. John, and to amend the charter of
the city of St. John and the law relating
to the city government.

Mr. Wilson introduced a bill"to regulate
coasting on the hills in the city of St.
John.

Hon. Mr. Hazen introduced a bill to
amend the acts relating to inferior tourts
which he explained was to restore to the
statutes a clause which was in'the con-
solidated statutes in force prior to 1903
and had been left out of the present edi-
tion. Under this affidavits for use in the
courts might be taken before justices of
the peace if mo commissioner for oaths
was available.

Hon. Mr. LaBillois presented the peti-
tion of the Restigouche Boom Company
in favor of their bill.

Mr. Pinder presented the petition of
the Gibson Water and Fire Commission-
ers in favor of their bill.

Hon. Mr. Robinson intrduced a bill to
authorize the school trustees of Moncton
to issue debentures, also a bill to author-
ize Moncton to construct and operate or
ileaso. an electric street railway, also a bill
| to authorize the Moncton council to issue
" debentures and otherwise relating to the
i city of Moncton; also a bill to authorize
the Moncton council to fix the value of
certain real and personal property in the
city for purpose of civic taxation.

Mr. Currie gave notice of enquiry with
reference to the liquor licenses in Camp-
bellton. :

Hon Mr. Robinson gave notice of en-
quiry with reference to the dismissal of
John McCormack as caretaker of the
Woodstock and Mediuxnekeag Bridge.

Hon. Mr. McKeown gave notice of en-
! quiry as to whether Hon. Wm. Pugsley
 had been paid or credited with, by the
! receiver general, any sum in respect of
certain services rendered by him outside
' his duties as attorney-general.

Mr. Hartt introduced a bill relating to
' Charlotte county valuation.

| The house then went into committee,
. Mr. Sproul in the chair, to consider the
“bill for the appointment of a commission
| to investigate the Central Railway.

| The.bill having been read, Mr. Mec-
| Keown said that while he did not oppose
[ the bill he thought the provisions of some
of the sections were a little hard. Tt was
unlikely that any person would refuse to
give evidence before the commission, but,
assuming any person did not want to
answer any question put to him, the
powers conferred. on the commission-
ers were somewhat drastic, more so
in fact than the criminal code. In a
criminal case, although a Wi't/ness may not
refuse to answer any question tending to
ingriminate him, he is entitled to a certi-
ficate excusing him from the consequences
but under the provision of the section
being discussed there was no such pro-
tection afforded him, and the commission-
ers were consequently clothed with more
power than was possessed by criminal
courts of, the country.

again if a person refused to am-
sfr, the bill provided that he might be
Génfined in prison for the rest of his life,
which he thought was rather too large a
power to be held by the commission. It
might be, of course, that the government
felt the gravity of the case was such as
to require these drastic provisions.

Hon. Mr. Hazen said that the bill had
been most carcfully considered and tae
government felt that it was desirable’ that
all the provisions should be incorporated
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in it. The investigation must be thorough,
in fact he thought .all Hon. gentlemen
were agreed on that question. [t could
readily be seen that if a witness ~ighed
to avoid answering a question he might
easily pead that it would incriminate

him to do so. It was usuai mow a-daye
for a witness not to be excused, but in

disclosure, to give him a certificate free-
ing him from any liability to prosecution.
This provision was contained in other acts
and was common to other provinces and
also to Great Britain. It was no new
provision. Having placed the provision
in the bill regarding civil proceedings they
afforded the only protection in their
power. The hon. gentleman had com-
plained that the power of the commission
was rather hareh. He would ask him to
wait until he saw the names of the com-
missioners when he thought he would
agree that they were men in whom both
gides might place full confidence.

Mr. McKeown eaid he thought eome
provision might be made whereby persons
who desired to be represented by counsel
and would thereby possibly incur consider-
able expense might be reimbursed by the
government. It might be that the en-
quiry would broaden out much more ‘than
was anticipated and it was scarcely fair
to expect people who might be brought
there to defend their interests that they
should be saddled with heavy expenditure
which they had no means of avoiding.

Hon. Mr. Hazen eaid at that stage he
could not recommend the addition of any
such clause as the hon. gentleman sug-
gested as it might open the door for
many parties who might be only alightly
interested to be reprcsented, when ther
was really no occasion for them to he fo.

The bill was agre~d . to.

Mr. Robinson, when the section pro-
viding for the creation of a highway
board wae reached, considered this the
most important feature of the bill. He
thought the appointment of a third mem-
ber of the board by the government was
a provision not in accordance with the
policy laid down by the government when
in opposition. The control of the high-
ways should be given completely either
to the county council or to the people
direct by providing that they should elect
their highway superintendents.  They
would théen have full control and take
more interest in the roads and make them
better.

Hon. Mr. Hazen said since the bill was
introduced two weeks ago and generally
circulated he had reccived communications
from many people throughout the province
and while many suggestions had been
made in reference to the details of the
act mot one criticism had come to him
as to the formation of the highway board.
Instead of this the principle was very
generally commended. The government
wanted to secure the best law possib'z
and they felt that in this act they were
fulfilling absolutely their promises made
when' in opposition. The municipalities
and the people controlled the roads be-
cause they elected two out of the three
members of the board. The majority of
the board would rule. The government,
however, did not desire that this law
should be like those of the Medes and
Persians, unalterable. As time went on
such changes would be made as were
found desirable. This act was a new de-
parture giving the people more control
of provincial funds than they ever ‘pre-
viously had, inasmuch as under it the
provincial money was handed over abso-
lutely. to the highway boards. This was
the first time in the history of the pro-
vince when this principle had been ap-
plied. It had not previously been ap-
plied in St. John county as the highway
boards there did not spend provincial
money at all, this being handed over to
commissioners appointed by the govern-
ment.

Mr. Lowell said he had long experience
in St. John county and he considered the
provincial money had, been spent by di-
rection of the highway boards because all
the commissioners spending government
funds had been appointed by the high-
way boards.

Hon. Mr. Maxwell took exception to
this statement and . there. was some dis-
cussion over the matter. .

Mr. Lowell continuing said he thought
the highway board proposed was a good
thing and he also thought the government
should stand by their platform. It was
a platform which he had endorsed and on
which he himself was'elected and he pro-
posad to try and make the government
stand by it. He .considered the proposed
appointment by the government of a
member of the highway board was not in
accordance. with that platform.

Hon. Mr. Flemming said that honorable
gentlemen opposite were strangely /incon-
sistent. ‘A few years ago:théy' objected
to the county councils having anything to
say in regard to highways, now, when the
government had carried out the principle
of giving the control to county councillors,
they were not satisfied with the length
to which ‘the government had gone but
wanted to prevent the government from
having the slightest oversight in regard |
to the large yearly provincial expenditure
given to the highway boards. Was it fair
or reasonable or just for the government
to hand over annually ‘a sum in excess
of $100,000 to boards over which they
had mo oversight at all? Under this act
the county councillors would control the
situation while the government simply
had on= representative upon each board.

Hon. Mr. Hazen said that the bill hmd\

|

received much consideration at the hands
of the government. He repudiated most |
emphatically that the government were |
violating their pledges to the people. The |
present bill was a complete carrying out |
of the promises made.

It was idle for the member for St. John
(Lowell) to eay that he had always voted
in favor of the municipal council having
control of the monies raised by taxation
for the purposes of the highways. The
hon, member was en record as having
last session voted against mis (the spea-
ker’s) amendment to the bill then be-
fore the house which had for its object
the providing that momey raised by tax-
ation in the - different counties for the

criminal ‘proceeding, if hes made a full |

: not taxed until of age.

SENATE CONDEMNS -

T e o

SYSTEM OF BUYING
FROM MIDDLEMEN

Ottawa, May 12.—In the senate today
Mr. MacDonald, of British Columbia,
moved that in the opinion of the senate
the purchasing through middlemen by the
government should be discontinued as ex-
travagant, unfair to legitimate merchants

and as unnecessary waste of public money
and that all supplies should be advertis-
ed for when the amount is more than $1,-
000

He had no desire to criticise any one
or make a charge against any official but
to call attention a system which had
lasted too long. He referred to Engineer
MacKenzie, of the Intercolonial, who had
purchased from a mildleman, rails for
$1,400, which cost the man only $800.
He had gone to middlicmen instead of to
dealers- in those goods and had given a
profit of $500 on a $900 order. Unless act-
ing under orders of the minister this man
should be dismissed.

All who desire clean government could
find no place for middlemen who bring
disgrace on some of the departments and
on the country generally. So long as
the competitive system of contracts is not
used or is used unfairly, there would be
dishonesty, as nearly everyone, who deals

with the government, thinks it quite
legitimate to get all they can honestly o1
dishonestly. ,

Secretary of State Scott replied that
every member of the government {held
exactly the same view as Senator 'Mac-
Donald had expressed. However, the
government was annually spending $100,-
000,000 and- the ministers had to depend
on other persons to ‘loek: after much of:«
that expenditure and with such large
amounts there were occasional instances of
improper action on the part of some men
who had to do with the distribution of
the money.’

However, on the whole, he thought the
expenditure was fairly well carried out.
The government followed the practice of
calling for tenders for more than $1,000
worth of goods, except in rare cases when
the minister certified that the matter was
of such urgency that there was not time
to advertise for tenders.

In the case of purchases below 81,000
there was no economy in advertising for -
tenders as the cost of advertising was
very oconsiderable; Mr. Scott said the
resolution was in accordance With the
views-of the government and he: would
vote for it. The motion was carried. -

purposes of the highway act of 1904 be
expended by the municipal eouncil.

The hon gentleman was drawing on his
imagination when he said that every mem-
ber of the board would be paid $50 a
year. They would get just what remumer-
ation the county council chose to fix.

Hon, Mr. Morrissy was amused at the
opposition getting off all their old cam-
paign material. The present government
had- said they were prepared to give the
municipalities a large measure of control
in handling the monies. He personally
had received many letters approving the
principles laid down. The government
was practically giving the control of the
money to the county councils because the
latter appointed the majority on  the
boards.

Another matter he would like to men-
tion was that he had been charged with
violating his election pledges in that he
had given the job of re-flooring the bridge
at St. John without tender. It was im-
peesible ‘under the circumstances to wait
for {enders, The matter was one which
would not wait, due to the negligence of
the old government, and he had no -other
course open to him unless they desired
some accident to happen. So long as he
was head of the department of public
works every job which could be let by
tender would be so let, but it would some-
times happen that from public necessity
this could not be dome.

Mr. McKeown asked if it was possible
that the government would applaud the
sentiment that there must be a man on
the highway board to prevent the muni-
cipal councils from running away with
the ' moriéy. ' The séntiments uttered by
the members from Gloucester represent-
ed the voice of the people and surely the
government would not go back on their
promises o completely. He advised let-
ting the section stand for amendment.

Hon. Mr. McLeod said it was not an
amazing thing that the opposition were
afraid of the voice of the people. Ever
since -the third of March the phantom of
the wrath of the' people had * haunted
their sleep but they need not fear for the
government in this case, because in this
act it was carrying out the promises made
to the people and in a way which the
people would commend. In fact by the
formation of the highway board the con-
trol was going even closer to the pedple
than if these boards were appointed by the
county council, for the people when elect-
ing their councillors would know that
they were aled electing two members who
would control their highway board.

The committee took recess.

The committee resumed at 8 o’clock.

Mr. Lowell said the premier expressed
his willingness to give to the county of
St. John more control over the highways
than they possess at present time but
instead - of doing so the bill was taking
away the rights they had enjoyed for
thirty years. The premier went on the
country pledged to give to the municipali-
ties the sole control of the roads. Instead
of doing so he was creating a board of
paid officials who were mnot wholly ap-
pointed by the ‘municipalities.

He had - always been opposed to any
change in the law which would take con-
trol of the roads in the county of St.
John, out of the control of the munici-
palities, and the Hon. Mr. Maxwell had
stood on the same platform with him and
agreed to the same thing. The additional
expense to St. John county alone would
exceed $600 and there was mo occasion
for anything of the kind.

Mr. Robinson agreed with the last
speaker that instead of giving the control
of the highways to the municipalities they
were giving them nothing at all but
simply creating a highway board which
would be. an independent body. In his
election platform the premier said he
would give the power to the municipali-
ties to appoint all the officials. The bill
gives nothing of the kind. The govern-
ment made certain pledges to the electors
and were elected on them and the high-
way question was the most important of
them all. The people expected the con-
trol of the highway to be handed over
to the municipalities and if that was not
the premier’s intention then the people
did not understand him. He gave a meas-
ure of support- to the last act, and it was
an honest attempt to provide a good road
Jaw and if it had been found to be a fail-
ure it was not because it was a bad act
but because there was not enough money
to properly carry it out. And moreover
the weather conditions had been bad. As
soon as he became the leader of the gov-
ernment he realized the condition and ad-
mitted the failure and expressed his will-
ingness to amend the law.

Section 5, stating that each school dis-
trict should be a highway district was
replaced by the following section: “The
board shall divide the parigh into as many
highway désitricts as it may consider neces-
sary @ the proper carrying out of tl:
D es of this act and shall appoint a

missioner for cach district. It may
also, if it deems it desirable so to do,
divide each district into as many sub-

‘| districts as it may find desirable for the

proper carrying out of this act and " ap-
point a surveyor for each such sub-dis-
trict. Such sub-districts shall be desig-
nated by numbers. In any district where
labor is not permitted the appointment
of surveyors shall be in the discretion of
the board.

Sections 6 and 7 were passed and sec-
tion 8 providing for the amount of tax to
be imposed provoked a lengthy discussion.

Hon. Mr. Hazen moved that the rate of
poll tax be $2 and that the property tax
be 20 cents upon $100. Mr. Robinson
thought that the young men from eigh-
teen years up should pay a poll tax.

Hon. Mr. Morrissy agreed with him.

Mr. Smith thought that the act should
gland as at present and the young men
It would be a

hardship, he said, for a farmer witB three
or four boys at home.

Mr. LaBillois agreed with Mr. Smith as
did also Mr. Tweeddale.

Hon. Mr. Flemming said he had found
that the people of the country
the law of 1896 to that of 1004, laygely on
account of its statute labor provisions.
Under that law the poll tax was $1.50
and the rate allowed for labor fifty cents
per day. It thus took a man three days
to work out his poll tax. TUnder the
proposed law the poll tax was $2, but the
rate allowed per day $1, therefore the tax -
payer got off with two days work instead
of three.

In regard to the property tax he mid
the situation, as it existed today, must be
faced. The people want roads on which
they can travel and a large expenditure
is required. In the last four years the
highways had gone from bad to worss
rapidly under the managelimt of the late
government and if good roads were to be
had there must be a higher tax than
twelve cents on the $100. Unless this
question was: seriously grappled - with ©
there would Be no roads at all. :

Mr. LaBillois defended the act of 1804,
claiming that if last year had been a dry
one the roads would have been better
today than they ever were before in the
history of the province. The proposed
act would weigh heavily on the poor peo-
ple, for under it the rich mian could eend
his man and team on the road and, by
working out his tax, deprive the poor
man of a chance to earn money. The act
had been popular in Restigouche county
as was shown by the recent elections and
had given the county good roads. .

Hon. Mr. Morrissy said the Internation- -
al Railway and certain drafts had. more
to do with carrying the Restigouche elec-
tion than' the highway act. -

Hon. Mr. Hazen said he failed to see
where this act was hard on the poor
man. Under it he could work out his tax
with two days’ work while under the old
act it took him three days.

The house adjourned at 11.15 p. m.

SEVEN-FOOT ALBERT
- COUNTY GIANT HERE

Puts Big John Collins in the Shade
When He Asks News of Train.

B T T

I. C. R. Policeman Collins is a gentle
man who does not.Jook up to many men
but he met more than his match Tues-
day when Albert.: Marks, of Albert
county sauntered in from the afternoou
train and standing fully a head taller thaa
the burly ofticiai, mquired what time ths
Boston train drew out. The height of
Mr. Marks atiracted attention from all
those who happened to be in the depot;,
and Mr. McGrath, the restaurant keeper, -
persuaded the giant to allow himself to be
measured.

The tape registered seven feet lacking
one inch-and it was agreed that the Albert
county youth was at least one of the
tallest men who had been seen in St.
John for many a day.

The ladies looked uponr him with ad-
miring eyes and ome football enthusiast
considered engaging him on the spot as
goal keeper. The irrepressible small. boy
hung around waiting for a chance to say
something smart, and, looking up to the
heights, said in an affected loud tone,
“Say, mister, how's the weather up
there?”

ways ready for use.

Just as good for Grates,
Stove-pipes and  Iron-
work, as it is for Stoves.
Not only the best stove
lish, but the most of it
or the money. Insist on
‘bhaving
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