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THE TARIFF ISSUE IN GREAT BRITAIN.

The tariff question has become a live lssue in Im:
perial polities. 1t will continue to beé an active issue
until the existing one-sided free trade policy gives
place to dnother system For nearly two-thirds of a
century Great Britain has tested the systemi of free
imports, with a few reservations. For at least a third
of a century this doctrine was practically the unques-
tioned creed of the nation. There were a few dissent
ers, as there are from the doctrine of gravitation or the
circulation’ of the blood, or the revolution of the earth.
But these were the excepiions proving the rule. A
restoration of the corh laws or a protective system
was considered to be as far from practical politics as
of the Heptarchy.

Today it is not a question whether a bellever in
free trade, or tariff preference, ot tariff retaliation, ot
even straight protection, may be held by a serious
publi¢ man, The question is whether those who con-
demn the free important system and who desire a
c¢h e, are not & majority in the nation. The election
i held has sent to parllament between two hundred
and fifty and three hundred members who demand a
general tariff on imports. They may have different
vlews ag to. the .rates and incidence of this tariff,
but they insist upon @& departure from the system that
been called orthodox. When the House meets
¢ will open the fight on the address and will chal-

¢ & vote on the question. Then, for the first
time within the memory of most public men, & Sll'u(xhli
fssue will be joined on the old guestion that was fondly
supposed to have been settled before the middle of the
last century.

Free trade as it is in England, which, of course, is
not free trade but only free imports, must now fight
for its life in parllament. The contest in the country
was mixed up with many other issues, and the result
Is not decisive Yet it is decisive to the extent that
tariff reformers and even protectionists have now full
gerent rights, and can no longer be treated with
contempt, or accorded mere toleration They are ofce
more an exceeding great army. In parliament this move
ment will be led by Mr. Austin Chamberlain, who was
llor of the Exchequer in the late administration,
¢ father was the ploneer in the tariff reform
agitation He will have the support of all the
embers except possibly a score or even less
| supposed that the Home Rule members
{ mpathy with the platform, though as allies of
1 ministers they may not vote for it. Mr. O'Brien's
Home Rule party, which is not in the alliance, will

the restoration

pre y be glad of the opportunity to vote for tarifi
reform, if not for preferénce.

A good many tariff reformers, perhaps a majority
of them, are free traders in the abstract. They would
v ¢ universal free trade. But they do not con-
sider that free imports and taxed exports constitute a

free trade eystem. They recall the fact that Mr.
Cobd and his associates never regarded one-sided free
trade as the goal of their race. These leaders were abso-
Jut tain that all other nations wotld follow the British

o that the country would in the end win com-
plete f lom of trade. They would not have been so
ed with their wotk had they khown that at
ing of the Twentieth Century, British goods
ing more and larger hostile tariffs in every
+ world than she was under the corn laws.

e foreign country has from 1846 to the present
day given Britain the slightest tariff concession on ac-
count of the free market she offers. On the contrary

foreign nations use their tariffs to negotiate with each
other for concessions, while they offer nothing to Eng-
land since fthey get for nothing the best she has to
give. As the late Lord Salisbury himself, an ardent
free trader the greater part of his life, said in one
of bis Jater specches, this attitude of Britain is gen-
erous but it is uot business.

While tarift reformers may he abstract free traders,
there are among the fiercest professed free traders cer-
tain protectionist praetices which sHow that their heart
Is not guite sound on the question, It is hardly ques-
tioned, for example, that the cattle embargo i8 economic
protection under the pretence of protection against dis-
ease, English interests demand protection against
competition, and for a quarter of a century they have
hud it, disguised as a precaution against infection. Scot-
tish farmers, who have even more interest than
the English in the proteetion of their herds from in-
fection, are opposed to the embargo because they wish
to buy Canadisn stock ecattle: They tell the truth
#bout the matter and resent in vain the hypocrisy with
which the system is presewved. This deception is un-
English and open-minded men are ashamed of it. 1t
could not have been practised in the days when pro
tection was first abolished, but s a symptom of chang
€d feeling, preceding the open acknowledgement. We have
the same {nconsistency in public men Who tax tea, fruits,

to

“gree to the manners of civillsed nations.” :
the “west" meant only Catada at large, or referred to
the other side of thiz contient ig not clenrly shown,
But the reputation of havinz lived thero wal the salva:
ton Of Beott from a worse fale than befell him.  Yet
he elroumstance which mitigated the Boprisonment was
evidently the rvason for the banishwont from Saxony.
The court could forsive a man atcustomed to the life
of & savage, but did vot feel safe with him remaining
in the kingdom. Civilized natlons like Saxony could
not be expected to tolerate & person who was to &
certain extent disaccustomed to civilized manners.
Wherefore George Stuart Scott, B. Sc, returns to his
former savage surroundings.

THE LATE SENATOR BAKER,

Following close upon the death of Bir George Drum-
mond comes the ann it of the sud departure
of another prominent senator, Hon. G. B. Baker. Sena.
tor Baker was appointed to the Upper House in 1896,
having sat five terms in the Commons, and one in the
Legislature of Quebec. He was solicitor general of
his own province thirty years ago, In the Commons
he was chairman of important committees, and in the
Senate one of the men exerting the strongest personal
influence. Mr. Baker was seventy-six years of age. He
was a graduate, and for many years a member of the
governing board of Bishops (‘o)lege, Lennoxville, Sen-
ator Baker was one of the leaders of the bar in the
Bastern Townships.

Within less than a year four prominent and active
Conservative senators have passed away, Senators Fer-
guson, Perley, Drummond and Baker. There are now,
we believe, only twenty-two opposition members in the
chamber. The Quebec Conservative contingent is re-
duced to five, of whom one is eighty-eight years of age,
and quite infirm,  8ir Wilfrid Laurier will continue to
make his annual lamentation that the senate is almost
wholly composed of one party, but he will go on ap:
pointing his own supporters, and probably choosing the
least capable and independent out of these ranks,

THE NEXT STEP.

The Valley Rallway Company is probanly ‘expécted
to read Sir Wilfrid Laurier's letter to Mr. Carvell as
the answer of the government to the delegation. Mr.
Hazen's answer to the delegation was given promptly
last March, This proposition remains now, It the
company can meet the conditions required by Sir Wil
frid Laurler and Mr. Pugsley the course is plain, Let
the company compute the cost of a rallway such as
the federal government demands, and it is a simple
question of arithmetic to ascertain the amount of capital
required above the guarantee and subsidy. The agita:
tion in the districts through which the rallway ought
to run is an interesting and easy proceeding. Equally
interesting, but more difficult, is the matter of providing
the funds to construct the remarkable railway which the
government demands. When that question is solved,
the rest will follow as a matter of course. Mr. Pugsley
has set the Valley Company and the Valley people an
exceedingly hard problem.

THE BRIDGE.

The meeting of men, interested in shipping, called
to discuss the question of the Navy Island bridge, re
veals strong opposition from an important quarter to
Mr. Holt's programme. While it cannot be sald that the
bridge project is dead, it is plain that many details re:
main to be worked out, and that the question does not
press for lmmediate action. There fre many things
| which the ecity needs more than a harbor bridge. The
| development may be a sad oné to those who were trying

| to make use of the scheme to got Mr. Hazen “in & hole.’
{This is not the first or the second time that the
Telegraph has tried to work city polities to injure the
’pvmin(iul government and its friends. But these
|schemes seem to go to pleces.

PARTIES IN THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT,

When the British parliament meets there will be
a4 compact body of about 275 Unionists, with the same
number of straight Liberals. The remalning 120 mem
bers will include 80 Home Rulers, divided into two
camps, one large and one small, on bad terms with
each other; and 40 Labor members of different schools,
but for the most part coherent. Mr. Redmond's Irish
party does not coufer with the small group led by Mr.
O’Brien. Mr. Kier Hardle says that the Labor party
which he represents will not follow the government in
any scheme for reforming the Lords. They go in for
destroying the chamber altogether. In this situation
it is rather hard to say what {8 the majority of the
government in the House of Commons,

The result of the last Intercolonial shakeup is
that Mr. Pottinger becomes assistant chairman of the
board of management. He will preside in the absence
of Deputy Minister Campbell, 1t is understood that
another member will be added to the board, so that the
government railway will now have five managers. Mr.
Emmerson’s reflection on the bydra-headed management
will be justified more than ever, The fifth wheel to this
coach 18 not required to make the vehicle go better, but
because Quebec was not represented. Mr. Pottinger is
a4 good railway man, and if the politicians would allow
him to manage the road he would do it better than the
quartette.

Referring to the statement of this journal of the
fireside . that the Intercolonial management hands out
advertising as a matter of patronage, and not of business,
the Amhberst News says that its own patronage from the
railways “is repr d by the decimal nought.” 1t s
not quite clear what these last two words mean, but
the auditor general sets forth the yearly statement for
19089 in the words and figures following:-—

1. C. R. advertising:~—Amherst News: HExcursions
$258.30; tenders $60; $323.30. There are further pay-
ments to the Amherst News and Sentinel.

SRR

The friends of the Temperance Reform cannot fail

biit be delighted with the strong pronouncement made by
Bishop Casey of St. John against the lquor traffic,
The man who drinks, the man who asks another to
drink, and the man who sells the drink, are all included
in the soletsn warning of Bishop Casey, The challenge
18 definite and direct, and comes with all the power that
ttaches to his sacred office~Amherst News,

BT
A MU STOMED CANADIAN,

Sir Wilfrid Laurier has not yet given his answer
the Valley Railway delegation. The premier appears

delegates, and after waiting eleven months, give it in
# letter to the member for Carleton o use in s publie
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1911 SAMPLES

Now Bhowing

C. M. FLEWWELLING,
8514 Prince Wm. Street,

longer, wear, bettsn and never need repairing. They aleo give
tion against fire, i 14 T e
It you are building or remodeling, or if you need repairs, we have

signa that will be sultable for every purpose and svery Kind of bullding,
See our designs and u : A b

WATCHES,

Diamond Importers and Jewelers,

JEWELRY,
DIAMONDS, etc.

Ferguson & Pa

SALE

MWL PIPER

H. L. & J. T. McGOWAN, Ltd.,

'Phone 607, 130 PRINCESS STREET.

¢ 41 KINGgST EET

HAVE YOU TRIED THEM?

nounce it to be

FROM SLACK AND DIRT.
Prompt deliveries from coal s
'Phone 1172, main. Sold in any

SALMON ASH COAL

Railroads, Factories and Individuals who are using this NEW
COAL mined in the ONLY DEEP mines of New Brunswick, pro.

THE BEST FOR S8TEAM PURPOSES,
THE BEST FOR OPEN FIRES,

THE BEST FOR MOUSEHOLD USE, \
THE BEST FOR THE MONEY, AND FRER

, Canadian Coal Corporation P. 0. Box 13.

Barnes & Co’s., Special Pens

They excel all others in smoothness and durabilty,

BARNES & CO., Ltd., - Stationers and Printers;

. 84 Prince William Street, « - - < « - SI. JOHN,N. B.

heds, Duffle Wharf, Charlotte 8t,
quantity, from a peck to a cargo.

EDGECOMBE & CHAISSON,

THE WISOOM OF NATURE

The death frost lies where late the
roses threw

A thousand petals on the soft June
grass,

And o'er the lawn dark spectral
shadows pass

Of naked boughs where clover blos-

soms grew;

The thrush's nest is empty—swift
winds strew

The straws to right and left-—from
that green mass

Of box and arborvitae sounds—

alag!—

No happy note-gone is the rustling
crew

That perlod there. O what is Death
to thee,

Thou ceaseless Nature?--Ocean

calls, 1 go

To lie beneath with many. helpless
men,

Yet ripples laugh, new waves rise
merrily -

Death may not dim thy morh's re-
current glow,

For well thou knoyest it means Life

again,

~Maurice Frances Egan, in Scrib-

ner's Magazine,

A Daily
Short Story

THE SONNET BATILE

By Stuart R. Stone,
‘When the*members of the Smoky
City Othello and Ham Literary soclety
had gathered iIn their hall, Rev. John
Quincey Adams Jackson, the president,
rapped for order with the tin dipper
handle.
“As 1 ariz to promulifizgate, fellow
litratures, dis hyeh meetin’ am foh de
purpose of ’lectin’ a successor to de
honohable, and wuhthy gemman who
now ‘dresses yoh. It am fittin’ befoh
yoh go to nom’natin’' some wulifiess,
ornery, comeseven, razor-totin’, moon-
eyed, doctor-sewed
“I riz to a point of order,” inter:
rupted Frogeye Simmons, “If Brudder
Jackson continttes to spout all night
like a red-hot, steam-hissin’ sawmill
en-jine, dey won't be no time to elect
me as president.””
“Elect yoh!" cried out President
Jackson, Sister Ann Huckleberry and
Uncle Orlando Orestes Napoleon Hard-
tack In unison,
“Dat’'s what 1 sald!” afiirmed Frog-
eye Simmmons, *“lI pronounces my can-
vass-ship foh de same.”
“But yoh can't write no poultry!”
exclaimed Confuclus Waterloo Lee
Jones,
Frog-eye Simmons drew a shining
razor from his right bootheel, Sister
Ann Huckleberry borrowed Miss Alex-
andrina Sullinger’s new lavender glass
smelling bottle and fainted. The pres-
ident fell out of the window. Frog:
eye Simmons spoke slowly, menacing.
ly: “Maybe yoh has got some sonnet
poultry to enlightenfy dis hyeh club.”
“1 shoh has!” cried Confucius Water.
loo Lee Jones. He climbed upon the
coal box, unfolded a plece of brown
wrapping paper from the Fleshy Opos-
sum restaurant, tled with a pink and
lemon ribbon, and recited in a melo
dious bassi—

“De moon #ot in de tempesquential

sea;
De stahs tucked dere bright counter:
ances behind a ‘simmon tree;
De fahmer deserted de hen-house and
fohgot de key,
And left de succuliferous pullets a
waitin' theah foh me.”

There was & tremendous outburst
of l‘glm. :
% you chicken!” shouted Christo
Columbus Henson. i
silence :

cut
voud -

oiacs TAILORS
Importers of High~Grade Cloths for Centlemen's Wear.

104 KNG STREET .. TRINITY BLOCK

‘After the Holidays®

“We are now MARKING TIME,
éspeclally. on watches, clocks and
Jewelry,” that | am MARKING
DOWN to almost cost prices, and
they must geo to make room for
other lines soon coming in.
A SPLENDID LINEOPF

GENTS’ WATCHES

of most rellable makes, in SOLID|
GOLD, GOLD FILLED, Silver and
GUN METAL cases,

A fine. assortment of Ladies’

latest styles Munting, Open Chat.|
aline Cases and also Whristlet

Watches now so popular every:

where.

Call and see goods and get prices.
Special personal attention given

to all repair work on the premises

and satisfaction guaranteed.
W. Tremain Gard,
Noon Meetings
What about these noon meet-

Goldemith, Jeweler and Opticlan.
ings?

Need Help

Do not deny your eyes
necessary help. Do not
think that glasses once
worn become always neces-
sary. There are cases
where the TEMPORARY

serious eye defects.

There are also cases where
(lasses worn OCCASION:
+ALLY act like a tonlc with
benefit and comfort, and
there are other cases where
CONSTANT wuse is as
fecessary to health as food
is to life. We can tell you
what your eyes need.

L. L. Sharpe & Son,

21 King Street, ST. JOHN

NO. 77 CHARLOTTE STREET,

Befoh yoh face got blistered and yoh
turned a nation black?”

Instantly there was another wild
acclalm and it was necessary for the
president to appoint Mr. Solar Pléexus
Thompson and Mr. Peter Fitzmelon,
the ex-heavyweights, as a committee
to collect ruzors and brass knucks be-
fore order was restored. The hat was
then passed for ballots and the vote
announced ;~-

Can you attend?

You'll not need much time.

Come when you like, and go
when you like.

Confucius Waterloo Lee Jones, .. 186
Frog-eye BImmons .. «. «. «4 +« 186

If possible, spend the full hour
at the meetings.

As the
and no on
ity, the-

Just a little

Over the

Price of a Postage
Stamp.

Se. a day in fact will keep
clothes cleaned and
4 month. Investigate this.

WILBUR & WATTERS.

20 WATERLOO 8T.

.
A Pleasant Sight
FOR PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYERS is
the crowds of bright young met and
women now in attendance. All are
working with a snap and earnestness
which indicates that thelr work is both
interesting and Instructive, Now is &
good time to enter.
CALL AND SEE U8,

@ were 49 members present
had received a clear major-
resident arose and announc-

But anyway, step in for five
“De officious vote resulticating in ¢ W0 U
a tie, de chair rizzes to declare no
‘lection. De chair will continue to
be yoh eloguential and distinguicated
president until de next animal ‘lec-
tion."

Your coming and going wil
disturb ne one,

SWEEPING REFORM
OF LORDS CERTA

Sidney Whitman Declares That
Reform of Upper House Will
Be Immediate and Radical--
More Changes in Cabinet.

There will be no long ser-
mons.

The talk will
bright,

be brief and

The singing will go with a
swing.

You'll go to your work with
heart up-lifted.

New York, Feb. 9.—S8idney Whit-
man cables to the New York Herald
as follows:

What ever may be the outcome of
the general election, the opinfon is

The Meetings
Begin TODAY

14
almost universal that it has given a (s ?
decided blow to the House of Lords 8. _‘.l'l', s
as itbexllls at lpranent. That there Principal,
must be a aweeping reform is conced- ’
ed by nearly all the Unionist leaders. In The Unlquo it

Even Mr. Chamberlan in an interview For MEN Oniy _———w
in the Morning Post admits that the
present constitution of the House|l /m The Nickel ¢

FOR HIGH GRADE
CONFECTIONERY

4

cannot be defended.

The fact is, that the tarlff reform- For EVERYBODY
ers having used the House of Lords to Anytime between 12 and!

obtain an appeal to the country, are
now p:;ofam‘lh tg thrtl):n the pcm“' gvor,
recogniziug that so long as they have
these men at their backs t cannot “u
carry the  country, ’l'la.-"{.lbcrnu. m “ ‘s "“ lllE
h?m.dr' ut the rto'lo;m of uag House
0 8 in an entirely secon e M l)ﬁn
sition. ofﬂt‘lellr lnunlk,;n i th.:t, m .I;?h u“ d ks
power veto now exercised . b | W e Jatest and newest
o d shal .| defeated that gentleman at Oldham

ol Wihen thia B eam urproveyeail | hen e frat stood for Fariisment se| flavors and fancies, eall at
will be prepared to coo in such|® Conservative candidate. 1
& change of the consiltution ‘of the| QUIth 18 exDected back (omorrow.
House of Lords as to bring it more

OBITUARY.

into harmony with an elective cham-
ber. But curtaflment of the veto must

reform, in the
ﬂoom minds of the
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