
ABOUT A SMILE.
H* was a materialist, and he was laying 

down his opinions, as usual. "We know 
only matter and its- phenomena,” he said. 
“As long as we stick to matter we are on 
sale ground, but when we branch away from 
it we гцд into superstition and all the fool
ish beliefs and baseless dreams of religion, 

smile to
believe more than matter tails them."

“But what is a smile ?" asked one of his

“It was a great beaming, a*l devouring, l- 
love-you-so smile, wasn't it t"

“Yes, a regular sugar tree smile."
"And you saw the Republicans on the 

election in 1896, didn't you ?" and the

there is, but you don't need te think of them 
"We don't ! But we do, for they are the 

most important thine of all. The signific
ance and secret of life are in them, without 
them life would be a journey among sticks 
rnd stones."

"Well, I am not going to waste any time 
on intangible things "

"Just so; and that is what I don't like 
about some of you men. You profess de
votion to facts, and you ignore more of the 
real facts of human life than any other clam 
of men before the public"

They parted and neither was smiling. 
This is what is called the conflict between 
science and religion.—Graphe, in the Ad

split
in their faces ? Pretty broad, wasn’t it ? ' 

"Yes, it couldn't have been any broader 
without setting their ears back."

“And it meant some great thing, didn'tpeople trying to
it?"

"Yes, I should say so."
'it meant all that the campaign meant, 

didn't it Г
"The concern and interest and hope and 

fear and passion of a mighty struggle, the 
throb of a nation's heart, didn't it?"

"I don't dispute it.”
"A smile then is not simply a parting of 

two red lips, a little crevice in the counten
ance ?"

“No, that is not quite all."
"Aid it is not .quite the same when an al

ligator opens his countenance and puts on 
one of his far-reaching, inclusive smiles as 
when a baby or a young lady or a great 
party smiles.**

“Well, no, not just the same."
“A smile, then, kis something more than 

matter, isn't it ?*'
“Pomibly."
“You can t gat the sweetness of a smile by 

Upping e sugar tree, can you? or by growing 
cane in a Louisiana bottom ? or by making 
beet sugar ?"

-No."
-You can't barrel it up as you do molasses 

can you ?"
“No.**

“What is a smile ? A smile is a parting 
of the Ups," replied the materialist.

"Something pulls at the muscles, I suppose 
and makes a little split in the face, or some 
kind of a disturbance takes place which 
makes the corners of the mouth reach toward 
the ears for support. Did you 
alligator part his lips and proceed to smile?"

“Did I ? Yes, once, on a memorable oc-
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"DID GOD SEND YOU, SIR ?"

A gentleman saw two children before t iro 
in the cars, a boy and a girl. Both looked 
tired. They were dressed poorly, but neetiy 
and were travelling alone. Toward noon 
the little girl got up from her sent, presently 
he found her kneeling on the floor, with her 
head bowed in the cushion Was she sick ? 
Did she find- this an easy way to sleep ? No 
she was praying.

“What are you doing, my little girl ?" he 
asked when she got up.

“I was saying, *Our Father who art in 
heaven,*' she said.

•!And what are you saying it for, now ?'* 
he asked again.

“I'm so hungry," she said.
We've been travelling two days," said the 

boy, “and our luncheon is all gone."
The gentleman wished he had something 

in his pocket, but it was empty. At the next 
stopping-place he went out himself, bought 
something for the children to eat.

When he handed it to the child, 'i knew 
it would come,'* she said looking up with a 
blush of joy upon her lace.

"Did God send you sir ?"
Yes, God sent the ‘gentleman. The child 

did not see how the cars were to furnish the 
"bread" going so last and no pantry. But 
the Son of God taught her to pray, “Give 
us this day our daily bread.1* and the little 
girl believed it, She salted him and God 
well knows ever so many ways to answer 

will explain." our prayers. You see he 1st a kind geatle-
"But science does explain things " man bring her some.
"Yea some things- It can explain a crack There is a small word in the Bible of which 

in the wall, or a rift in the cloud, but when some people ask "What does it mean ?" The
the young lady parted her lips and smiled, word “ feith." What is faith ?

runuin» fnr you called in a minister There is much ie It basking God, believing and trusting
• life that sends us to a minister, the prophet bin». This is what the little girl did; and it

the man who sees beyond matter."
"Oh if yon went to think of inch things.

e' er see an

"What did you think ?"
“I didn’t stop to think. I rim."
“It suddenly occurred to you that the old 

fellow meant something, did it ?"
“Ye, it came over roe that be meant bus- 

a»d I did not care to have him do 
something with me."

“And so there is considerable meaning in 
an alligator's smile ? But did a young lady 
ever mule upon you ?"

Yea."
"What did you think then ?"
"I thought about it ail day and woke up 

m the eight thinking about it."
“And then—>"

“And—?"
"We were married."
"Does she ever smile upon you now?"
“Occassional ly *’
"About the spring hat time, I suppose.**
"Oh, yes, but never mind."
“But did you ever see a pretty baby look 

up into your lace and smile ?"
“Yea.**

"In other words, you can't come at a 
•mile as you do matter, or treat it as you 
do matter, can you ?"

'•Not exactly.'
"U you stick to matter when you try to 

investigate it, or think about it, you miss all 
that is most important in it, don't you ?"

“Well perhaps we do."
“Then why don’t you say that we must 

stick to matter, or run into superstition or 
baseless dreams? Il va stick to matter all 
the time how much we

"What did you think then ?"
“1 thought it was an angel."
“Aa angel ! And are there angels ? But 

did you ever see a plain lace take on a smile
which seemed to transfigure it and the
radiance of beauty upon it ?“ 

-Yea."
“And did a man who was 

ever smile on you ?"
“Yes, indeed."
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