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PREMIER MAY COME WEST.

If pressing and ever {ncreasing busi-
ness of state will permit Sir wilfrid
Laurier will make a tour of the coun-
try, coming as far west ad British Co-
lumbis, next year. The public, irre-
spective of political beliefs or affilia-
announcement
Sir Wilfrid

the most

tions, will receive this
with unaffected delight.

Laurier is unquestionably
picturesque and the most potent figure
in the public life of the colonies to-day.
He is one of the most conspicuous per-
sonalities in the public life of the Em-
pire. In the late Imperial Conference
his was the final word upon any sub-
ject of vital importance. Tribute was
paid to his ripe judgment by men of the
highest reputation and standing at
home and abroad. It was as a com-
paratively unknown man, and un-
doubtedly as an untested public man,
that the Premier paid his only public
visit to this province. He has since
passed through the fires and all the
world recognizes his quality. Should
he be able to accomplish that which he
has designed to do, Sir Wilfrid will re-
ceive such a welcome in British Colum-
bia hag never been accorded any previ-
ous vis‘)r, of whatsoever degree,

FACTS ABOUT ORIENTAL IM-
MIGRATION.

Mr. W. L. Mackenzie King’s inquest
is bringing some interesting facts to
light in regard to the Mongolian de-
scent upon British Columbia. Our
readers are aware that the Deputy
Commissioner of Labor has been au-
thorized by the Dominion government
to get at the facts, if possible, bearing
upon this vexatious question, which
at the present time is causing a great
deal of agitation within the confines of
Mr. King is pursuing
his quest in Vancouver. The testimony
of a prominent, intelligent and well-in-

the province.

formed Chinaman, given . yesterday,
was to the effect that but for the five
hundred dollar head tax the flood of
immigration from his own country
alone would have assumed the propor-
tions of a deluge. Nor are the possi-
bilities outlined by this Oriental
gentleman qualified by the extent
of the local demand for cheap
labor. There is a considerable
dermmand of that character, as
may be gathered from the communica-
tions which have appeared in the Times
as well as the discussions at public
gatherings within the last year or 80.
But the market for labor of such a
class is no longer confined to British
Columbia. It is a condition obtaining
in other sections of the Dominion. If
fed and cherished, there is no reason to
doubt that this demand would increase
and multiply, with the ultimate resuit
that the agitation agairist Orientals
would not be entirely a British Colum-
bia question. The Chinese witness told
the Commissioner that a goodly num-
ber of his countrymen, all coming into
Canada under contract beyond ques-
tion, and therefore in contravention of
the iaws of the country, were destined
for eastern points. The demand for
their services is importunate there also,
and is incréasing. The head tax as
well as the passage money is paid for
them. 'They work out their obligations
practically under conditions of slavery.
If an industrious, patient Mongolian
can achieve his industrial freedom in a
land flowing with milk and honey, as
Canada is from an Oriental point of
view, in three years, he can
accumulate a competence in com-
paratively short time, as time
counts in the life of a healthy man,
afterwards. Consequently it is not to
be wondered at that the head tax is be-
ing paid by increasing numbers of Chi-
nese, nor is it a matter for surprise
that Japanese colonies have been
gathered in the Hawailan Islands for
the express purpose of evading the
regulations of the government of Japan
and that the armies thus gathered to-
gether are being transported to British
Columbia. But it is a matter for sur-
prise that in view of the conditions
prevailing in this province and in Can-
ada generally, considering the fact that
everything possible is being done to
check Oriental immigration and to en-
courage immigration of a desirable
class from Europe, the unquestioned
deraand for labor in certain lines has
not been met from sources outside of
Asia.

There is one phase of the question of
Driental immigration to which we de-
sire to direct particular attention in
the light of what has’ been laid bare
by the investigation of Mr. King. The
Asiatic Exclusion League of British
“olumbia seems to assume with confi-

dence that the question of Oriental im-
migration would be settled for all time
to come by the passage of a measure
based upon the principles of the act in
force in the colony of Natal. Does it
not oceur to these gentlemen that as
Orientals appear to regard British Col-
umbia as a specially inviting field, that
as many of them as are willing to sell
their bodies into slavery for three years
at least for the privilege of entering
this land of promise, that no act which
would not also exclude multitudes of
people we are striving to bring to
Canada and whom we must have if
Canada is to flourish, would be effect-
ive in barring the Orientals out? The
Japanese are held to be the
greatest menace at the present
time. How long would it take
an intelligent, aggressive and am-
bitious Jap to accumulate a sufficient
knowledge of one of the languages of
Europe to qualify him for admission
to Canada under the provisions of the
Natal Act? It is this consideration
which convinces us that the most ef-
fective remedy for the Japaese incur-
sion is to be found in an understand-
ing between the two governments, and
it is to give active-effect to an under-
taking already existing and to put an
end to the work of immigration associ‘-
ations operating in Japan and Hawaii
that Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux has gone
on a diplomatic mission to the Orient.
B e S R Sy

HONORABLE TOIL.

We hope the Times shall not be un-
derstood as entertaining a higher opin-
ion of itself than it ought to entertain
when it calls attention to a notable
conversation it has made. A few
months ago the Colonist unhesitating-
ly gave expression to the opinion that
the future of British Columbia de-

(pended absolutely upon the admission

within her borders of an inferior class
of labor. Our contemporary argued
that the progress of the country could
never be satisfactory unless Asiatics
were admitted and pressed inte such
services as white'persons refused to
perform. But a great change has taken
place in our contemporary’s opinions,
and we cannot refrain from congratu-
lating it and ourse}ves on the new and
brighter light that has pierced the dark
places of its understanding. It argues
now that as all labor is honorable, that
as from pulpit and platform and pub-
lic places men and women vie with
each other .in pointing out the virtues
of honest toil, it is a mischievous thing
to attempt to set apart certaln occu-
patloi\s as degrading in their tendencies
upon the individual. It is not the na-
ture of the task that is dishonorable
in itself, we are told, but the classes
of persons who have been associated
with the task that carry the stigma
of degradation. Examples might be
cited of the vitality of the truth enun-
ciated, but it is not necessary, as all

persens who have lived in Pritish Co~-

lumbia are aware of the blight Asiatics
have thrown over certain occupations.
The Colonist devotes aboeut a column
of space to the subject, but the
strength of its new and most com-
mendable position is concentrated In
the following few sentences: “We con-
fess to being unable to appreciate the
position of those who contend that we
ought to have in Cacnada a race of
people whose work should be confined
to what is called menial service. If is
urged from the press, the pulpit, thé
platform and the schoolmaster’s desk
that all labor is honorable; yet some of
us would put a stigma upon employ-
ment of a certain kind. To our way
of thinking this is one- of the symp-
toms of national decay. When we
draw a line through the community
end say that all persons, men and
women, who work beyond it are doing
labor which ought to be assigned to
people who are alien in race, senti-
ment, traditions and almost everything
which we regard as the special quali-
ties of ourselves, we do an Incalcu-
lable injury to the state.”

LEADING LIBERAL PAPER ON
ORIENTAL IMMIGRATION.

The Toronto Globe has from the date
of the -anti-Asiatic disturbances in
Vancouver taken a deep interest in the
subject of Oriental immigration as it
affects British Columbia at the present
time or may affect it in the future.
Our eastern contemporary has given
closer attention and displayed a more
intelligent grasp of the economic and
political phases of the subject than any
of the leading mnewspapers of the
East. It unhesitatingly and firmly ex-
presses its conviction that thc future
of this province depends absoluiely
upon effective measures being taken to
secure the exclusion of the Oriental
races. Dealing with the enlarge-
ment of the scope of Mr, W, L. Mac-
kenzie King's commission, it says: The
appointment of Mr. W. L. M. King as
commissioner to inquire into the con-
ditions connected with the importation
of Oriental immigrants into British
Columbia during the past few weeks is
ample proof of the determination of
the Dominion government to get at all
“the facts of the situation. The first
step in the solution of the problem is
to clear away whatever mystery still
clings about it, and bring into the
open light of day all the means by
which the Hindus and Japanese have
been induced or assisted to come into
this country in unusually large num-
bers. Once these are disclosed, the
government, and perhaps parliament,
will be in a position to deal effectively
with the matter.” 3

The evidence brought out by the com-
missioner has already cleared up to
some extent the mystery of the sudden

descent upon this province of thou-
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sands of Orientals. The means by
which Japanese and Hindus have been
induced to come here have been made
clear. If the -Japanese government
and the Indian government cannot be
induced to put an end to the system
and to effectively close the gates, we
trust the government and Parliament
will act promptly.

The Globe further says: “Reverting
to the influx of Japanese inta British
Columbia, it is easy to make the in-
evitable application. The natural re-
sources of the Province are enormous;
the white population is small and
scattered; the methods of acquiring
property are easily understood and
put in operation; the process of nat-
uralization offers no difficulty and lit-
tle delay. There is absolutely nothing
to hinder the Japanese from becoming
within a single generation the virtual
owners of the physical resources of
British Columbia and the controllers of
ils political destiny. They can
more cheaply than white men can
reasonably be expecéted to live; they
can underbid white men, therefore, in
the matter of wages and profits. The
common answer to this presentation of
the case is that white labor cannot be
obtained; the obvious rejoinder is that
development can wait. These are the
two sides of the issue, and the time for
decision seems to have arrived.”

live

Joaquin Miller says the great need
of California is cheap Oriental labor.
Mr. Miller prefers the Japanese, but
he would accept the Chinese also, be-
lieving there is plently of work for all,
Oriental or Occidental, on the Pacific
Slope. But then Mr. Miller is a poet
and views the sordid occupations of
mankind from a great height. The peo-
ple who do things in California will
have none of the Thinese or Japanese.
And they have had experience - and
probably know what is most likely to
promote the true interests of the state.
If Oriental labor were essential they
would ‘surely have discovered the fact
long ago, and have taken steps to have
the exclusion laws amended. :

L ] = *

Says the Montreal Star: “The dairy-
men have raised the price of butter,
the brewers have raised the price of
beer, the  distillers have raised the
price of whisky, and the milkmen have
raised the price of milk. Fortunately
the aldermen have lowered the price
of water, so that there is at least one
cheap thing left for man to fill up on.”
In Victoria we have no such consola-
tion as that which the Star offers the
people of Montreal. Water is' becom-
ing scarcer every‘ yvear in Victoria.
The probabilities are it will also be
dearer before the matter of a fature
supply shall be settled.

L - *

We hope we shall not be considered
as criticizing the-work being done by
Messrs.)Crossléy and Hunter, the evan-
gelists, when we say that in their ser-

viges there S¥ems to be 'an invidious

disciiri]lr}hh‘tion"against, certain. classes.
We know from experience that news-
paper men are past praying for—but
what about the lawyers? Have they
too committed the unpardonable sin?

GERMANS CLAIM
IN MOROCCO

s

Unfavorable Reply to Franco-
Spanish Note Proposing Inter-
national Commiss’on

.

Paris, Nov. 14.—The Matin this morn-
ing declares that the reply of Germany
to the Spanish-Franco note proposing
an international commission to ex-
amine into the claims for damages
arising from the bombardment of Casa
Blanca by French and Spanish war-
ships is similar to the Alexandria com-
mission of 1882 and is most unfavor-
able. It presents obstacles to' the
speedy settlement of the question and
demands in addition a separate Ger-
man commission to settle the claims of
German merchants.

Casa Blanca Bombardment.

Paris, Nov. 14,—After further debate
yesterday, the chamber of deputies re-
jected the Socialist motion demanding
the complete internationalization of
the Franco-Spanish action in Morocco,
and condemning the expedition to, and
bombardment of Casa Blanca as unjus-
tified, and by the big majority of 400
to 50 voted its confidence that the gov-
ernment would assure the respect of
the rights of France in Morocco, and
keep her engagements toward the other
powers,

POLICE AND PUBLIC.

Man Convicted for Horse Steaiing Enlers
Actlon Against Magistrate for
$10,000.

Toronto, Nov. 14.—Wm, Lowery, Madoc,
entered an action against Police Magis-
trate Wood, of Made, Ont., for ten thou-
sand dollars’ damages for imprisonment
in jall for 53 days, he claiming that the
imprisonment order was malicious and
without reasonable cause.

Lowery was convicted by Wood of
horse stealing and sentenced to six
mcnths, the sentence afterwards being
reduced to two months, but was later
quashed by the High court judge on con-
dition that Lowery would not take any
action ggainst the convicting magistrate,
He, hoWever, refused to accept freedom
upon these terms and carried the case in-
to the court of appeals, which not only
quashed the conviction, but refused -to
grant the magistrate an order of protec-
tion.

WOMEN'S TRINKETS.

Hamilton, Nov. 14.—There was probably
two hundred dollars’ worth of jewellery,
mostly women's trinkets, found on the
persons of four young men arrested on
a train Jast night. Much of the Jewellery
bears monograms and can readily ba
identified,

DIVORCE LAWS
IN PROVINCE

e s

JUDGMENT GIVEN BY

MR. JUSTICE CLEMENT

Holds Opinion That British Columbia
Courts Have no Authority
Dea'ing With Subject

An epitome of the judgment given by
Mr. Justice Clement, relative to di-
vorces in Britisih Columbia, appeared
in the Times a few aays ago. The full
judgment is now available:

In the divorce case of Watt vs. Watt,
which came hefore Mr. Justice Clement,

the learned justice raised the point of
local judges having jurisdiction, and

questioned the legality of any divorces
previously granted. Other judges, such
as Sir Matthew Begbie and Mr. Justice
McCreight also took the stand that Bri-
tish Columbia courts could not grant
divorces. Mr. Justice Clement, in re-
ferring the matter to Ottawa, gives the
following reasons:

I see no reason why a judge should
apologize at any time for a speedy de-
livery of.judgment. And, in this par-
ticular case, the issues involved are of
such vital importance, not so much
perhaps to the immediate parties as to
many others confronted now with dis-
quieting possibilities of undeserved
opprobrium that as speedily as may be
those issues should ~n»me before a court
empowered to dea vith finality upon
them. In this case, if ever in any “in-
ter est republicae ut sit finig litium,”
so that, having reached a considered
opinion, I feel it my duty to dispose of
the case at once in order that there
need be no delay in carrying it to ap-
peal,

In 8. vs. 8. (1877) 1 B, C. pt. 1, p 25,
the one case in which is discussed the
question with which I have now to
deal, the then three judgeg of the court
(Begbie, C. J., Grey and Crease, J. J.)
sat, not in banc or as an appellate tri-
bunal, but in supposed conformity with
the requirements of the Divorce and
Matrimonial Causes Act of 1857, to hear
a petition for a decree of nullity of
marriage on the ground of impotenecy.
The two puisne judges held that they
had jurisdiction in the premises. The
C. J. disgented. Owing, as I am given
to understand, to his refusal to join in
the exercise - the alleged jurisdiction,
the view put forward by Mr. Justice
Grey that one judge sitting alone could
exercise the full powers of the court
was adopted .in practice and has since
been uniformly followed.

If I do not disucss at length the views
expressed by the learned judges in S.
vs. 8., it is not Because I have not care-
fully considered them. When first call-
ed upon to exercise jurisdiction in di-
vorce, I was at, once struck by the fact
that the jurisdiction, if it exists, is
unhappily in one way. so fettered and
in another so unfettered as to place a
judge in a very unenviable position.
Tied down to the law of 1858, he has
none of tbh- ~afeguards which now
obtain in X :land against collusive
actions—I mean the granting in the
first instance of a decree nisi and the
reference in the case to the King's
Proctor for investigation and, if neces-
sary, intervention, While, on the other
hand, as the Full court has held in
Scott vs. Scott (4 B. C. 316), there is no
appeal from his decision to any tri-

nal in this province. This very un-
satisfactory state of affairs led me to
an anxious consideration of the whole
question of the court’s jurisdiction and
to ask at the first opportunity that
counsel should argue in support of the
court’s jurisdiction. I have endeavored
to keep an open mind throughout Mr.
Y’ilson’s able argument, but if I may
say so without offence, he has ad-
vanced nothing that I had not already
carefully debated in my mind. Since
the argument I have read with care all
the cases he cited and many others. In
the result the view I take is so decided
that, for the reasons abdve indicated,
I should give judgment at once.

I assume for the purpose of this
judgment that the jurisdiction of this
court prior to 1871 was and still is of
the widest character, viz., as stated in
Sir James Douglas’ proclamation of
June, 1859, establishing the court, juris-
diction in- all cases civil ag well as
criminal arising within the province.
But an enactment creating a court and
defining its jurisdiction does not usual-
ly, and it did not in this instance, add
to the existing body of substantive law.
It provides usually, and it provided in
this instance, a tribunal to safeguard
and enforce such rights only as exist
under the substantive law from time to
time in force, So that usually and in
this \nstance we must look elsewhere
for the substantive law.

Admittedly there is no legislation
emanating from a British Columbia
legislature prior ty the date (1871) when
British Columbia became a Canadian
province dealing specifically with the
subject of the dissolution of marriage.
And, of course, there could be none
since that date, “divorce” being one of
the matters assigned to the exclusive
ken of the federal parliament. And that
parliament has passed no act on the
subject. But the contention is that the
law of England, civil and criminal, as
it existed in November, 1858, was intro-
duced as an early date into British
Columbia, and that this law of Eng-
land, so introduced into British Col-
umbia, included a law on the subject
of divorce. If so, it would clearly be
the right and duty of this court to up-
hold and enforce whatever rights and
remedies existed under or were provid-
ed for by that law. The question of
course is: Was any such law intro-
duced? \

To solve this question it is necessary
to consider in the first place the lan-
guage of the enactment by which Bng-
lish law wag introduced into British
Columbia. By proclamation of 19th No-
vember, 1858, Sir James Douglas, gov-
ernor of the Mainland colony of Bri-
tish Columbia, ordained that “the civil
and criminal laws of England as the
same existed at the date of said pro-
clamation, and so far as they were not
from local circumstances inapplicable
to the colony of British Columbia ware

exist in British Columbia.

and should remain in full force within
the said colony,” subject, of ¢ourse, to
future legislation. After the union of
the island and mainland colonies the
above provision was extended to the
united colony.

I am of the opinion—at all events I
assume—that the use of the double
negative throws the burden on him who
asserts that a given English law,
statutory or other, of date prior to No-
vember, 1858, was net introduced into
British Columbia. He must establish
the affirmative proposition that the law
in question was ‘“from ‘local circum-
stances inapplicable” to British Colum-
bia.

This drives me at once to an exam-
ination of the English law on the sub-
Ject of divorce as it stood in Novein-
ber, 1858. So far ag concerns the ues-
tion of a dissolution of marriaze by
Jjudical decree—which is all I have to
deal with—the examination is necessir-
ily limited@ to the Divorce and Mairi-
monial Causes Act of 1857. Prirr to
the passage of this act no such judi:ial
decree was possible; only the omnipo-
tence of parliament could dissolve the
marriage tie. What then was the law
embodied in the act of 18577

Here again we have an enactment,
one large purpose of which was to cre-
ate a court and define its jurisdiction.
In so far as it follows out this purpose
it is essentally local. The court was
to be composed from time to time of
judges occupying certain positions cn
the bench of existing English courts,
and it was to have the judisdiction
heretofore exercised by the ecclesiasti-
cal courts in England and certain new
and additional jurisdiction. The ecclesi-
astical courts of England, it may be
noted, had no counterpart in the col-
onifes: In re Lord Bishop of Natal 3
Moo. P. C. (N. S.) 115, It really seems
idle to labor further the proposition
that in so far as the act of 1857 was
limited to the creation of a court it
was a purely local law clearly inap-
plicable to British Columbia,

But substantive law is sometimes
(e.g, in the Judicature Acts) found
among the clauses of a statue the main
purpose of which is to create a ¢ourt,
and to some extent that is the case in
the act of 1857 now under examination.
Having created an exceptionally strong
court to take over the jurisdiction
theretofore exercised by the eccleciasti-
cal courts, it was deemed expedient to
withdraw divorce legislation from par-
liament—practically though of course
not legally—and to elevate a moral
right to legislative favor into a legal
right enforcable in a court of justice.
But not in any of the ordinary courts;
only in this exceptionally strong court,
and in it only when constituted tn an
exceptionally strong way of three
judges, of whom the judge of the newly
created Court of Probate was to be one.
The act did undoubtedly, I think, cre-
ate a new right as between’ husband
and wife ifi England, but in my opin-
ion only sub mode. That new right
was 80 inseparably incidental to and
bound up with the jurisdiction of an
essentially local court that I cannot
bring myself to view it as any other
than essentially local. It is impossible
in my opinion to segregate the bare
right to a judicial decree from the local
conditions as to its enforcement. Those
lgeal conditions did not and could net
Sir William
Grant's description. of the Mortmain
Act (Atty. Gen. vs. Stewart.-2.Mer. at p:
160) might well,, it appears to me, be
taken as a pen picture, accurate in
every detail, of the Divorce and Matri-
monial Causes Act of 1857

“In its causes, its objects, its pro-
visions, its qualifications, and its ex-
ceptions, it ‘is a law wholly English,
calculated for purposes of local policy,
complicated with local establishments,
and incapable without great incongru-
ity of being transferred as it stands
into the code of any other country.”

Atty. Gen, vs, Stewart was approved
of and followed in the House of Lords:
‘Whicker vs. Hume, 7 H, L. Cas, 124: 28
L. J. Ch. 896.

In short I am of the opinion that the
law enacted by the Divorce and Matri-
monial Causes Act of 1857 was for local
circumstances wholly incapable of ap-
plication to British Columbia; and I
cannot bring myself {o hold that the
establishment by colonial enactment,
couched in general terms, of what I
may call an ordinary court with gen-
eral jurisdiction throughout the colony
was intended or would suffice to make
it an extraordinary court with the ex-
traordinary, almost revolutionary, jur-
isdiction of the lately created English
Divorce court.

I might suggest, without going fur-
ther than mere suggestion, a somewhat
analagous question: Could the colonial
court exercise judisdiction in bank-
ruptcy, as the phrase was understood
in England, without a local colonial
law on the subject of bankruptcy? And
I might refer to L’Union St. Jacques
vs. Belisle L. R. 6 P. C. 31, for a defini-
tion or description of bankruptcy as a
conception dependent upon legislation.
So, in my opinion, was the right of a
judical decree dissolving marriage de-
pendent upon and conditioned by the
legislature which created it.

One question, not touched upon in S.
vs. 8., appears to me to have an im-
portant bearing. If the jurisdiction
contended for exists, does a decree of
divorce pronounced by this count con-
fer a right to re-marry. Evidently a
most vital question, the final solution
of which ought not to be delayed for

| one monment longer than necessary.

This question of the right to re-marry
after decree.is discussed in the care-
fully considered judgment of Sir Cress-
well Cresswell (speaking for the Full
court) in Chichester vs. Chichester 32,
L. J. P. 146, at page 151: “The Ecclesi-
astical Court after the expiration
of that time.”

The right, then, is a statutory right
under section 57. But section 57 de-
pends upon and must be read with sec-
tion 56. Section 56 is a section un-
equivocally local, providing for an ap-
peal to the House of Lords. No such

appeal lies from any colonial court. The |

right to re-marry arises only upon the
expiration of the time for appeal, “but
not sooner.” Is that time in the case

of a decree of this court, to be fixed, by !

analogy, within reference to the time
within which a final appeal may be
taken to the Privy Council? What was
that time in 18587 What is it now? This
is an incongruity greater, it seemed to
me, than any in the mind of Sir Wil-
liam Grant when he spoke the words I
have quoted above from Atty. Gen. vs.
Stewart, and makes it impossible for
me to say that the law enacted by the
Divorce and Matrimonial ,Causes Act
of 1857 was other than inapplicable in
British Columbia when such a vital
matter as the right of re-marriage
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would be left to depend on the arbi-
trary adoption of a doubtful analogy.

There is, in my opinion, no author}ty
binding me to decide contrary to my own
deliberate -conviction as to what is the
law. In the only case (Scott vs. Scott)
above referred to, before an appelate
tribuna., it was unnecessary to con-
sider the larger questions. The Full
court held that it at all events was
without jurisdiction in divorce. It is
unnecessary to cite authority for the
proposition that want of judisdiction
can never be cured by reiterated in-
stances of its exercise, or, perhaps I
should say, of attempts to exercise it.
Ex nihilo nihil fit. To this case the
principle of stare decisis, valuable rule
of expediency as it undoubtedly is, can
have little application. The question,
however, can never, being a question
of jurisdiction, be ‘“decided” short of
the Privy Council, *or, better still, by
legislation. But I realize fully the re-
sponsibility I shoulder in giving effect
to my own view in face of many decrees
pronounced by British Columbia judges.
Against that I may put these facts:
(1) that this question of jurisdiction has
never, so far as I can learn, been con-
sidered in any case other than 8. vs. S.,
and (incidentally) Scott vs. Scott: (2)
that at least three very able judges in
British Columbia have, as is well
known, declined to exercise this juris-
diction; and (3) that no attempt has
ever been made, so far as I know, to
invoke the aid of the courts in Mani-
toba or the Northwest Territorities
along this line, notwithstanding the
fact that the law of England, as it
stood in 1870, was introduced there in
terms almost identical with those of
Sir James® Douglas’ proclamation. I
| might add that the course taken by Sir
Gorell Barnes in Dodd vs. Dodd (1906) p.
189, would seem to be a precedent for
the course I have felt myself bound to
take in this case. He declined under
the circumstances of that case to fol-
low the reported decisions of two emi-
nent judges of co-ordinate jurisdiction.

It becomes unnecessary in the view
I have taken to express my opinion on
the question as to how the jurisdiction
is to be exercised if it exists. It seems
to me, however, that if the right to a
Jjudical decree of dissolution created by
the act of 1858 became the right of a
spouse in British Columbia by virtue of
the Douglas- proclamation, it was a
right to be enforced by the ordinary
procedure of the court as laid down in
the rules of court promulgated by Beg-
bie, C. J. That he made no specific
provision for proceedings in divorce
cases shows tkis at ieast.that he,co-eval,
as Mr. Justice Gray expressed it with
the law in British Columbia, had no
notion that the English Divorce Matri-
monial Causes Act of 1857 had opera-
tive effect in British Columbia,

out costs. I may, I think, be pardoned
for expressing in the strongest possi-
ble terms the hope that those charged
with the oversight of the administra-
tion of justice in this province will take
forthwith such steps as may be neces-
sary to have this delicate question
promptly set at rest.

At counsel's request entry of judg-
ment is stayed until further order.

W. H. P. CLEMENT, J.

STEAMER ABLAZE
OFF CALIFORNIA

Coos Bay Goes to Rescue of Un-
known Vessel in Distress
Near Alacrataz.

|
| Santa Barbara, Cal, Nov. 14—A
message from Alacrataz, a small oil
refining station on the Southern Pa-
cific, 30 miles north of Santa Barbara,
| says an unknown steamer is on fire off
that place.

The Pacific Steamship Company’s
steamer Coos Bay has left this port to
render any assistance possible. g

Fate of Crew Unknown.

Gaviota, Cal.,, Ncv. 14—An unknown
steamer was burned near here this
morning. The fate of the crew Is un-
known, but it is probable that all have
been saved.

MAY BE MURDERER.

Vancouver, Nov. 14.—The police be-
lieve they have the right man in the
arrest of Robert Vennome a negro,
charged with the murder of Clemen-
tine Nahu.
for two hours this morning, but the
detectives got little information. He
admitted he was in North Vancouver
on Saturday morning, and cannot ac-
count for the time between 11 and 1
o'clock, except that he was wandering
around in the woods. He was brought
up in court and remanded.

The petition is dismissed, but with- |

LUNACY EVIDENCE
IN THAW CASE

May Possib’y be Opened for Benefil
.of Counsel--Case Set
for Dec. 2nd

New York, Nov. 14.—District Attor.
ney Wm. Travers Jerome and Martir
Littleton, the Ileading counsel fo;
Harry K. Thaw, held a long conference
on the Thaw case yesterday.

‘While neither party to the conference
would discuss the matter, it is believec
that the evidence taken before the
lunacy commission, who examinec
Harry K. Thaw before his first trial
will be open for the benefit of the coun:
sel on both sides. It is said that the
attorney will join+in a motion that it
now be opened.

The case is set for hearing on Decem-
ber 2nd, but it is believed probable tha
it willbe postponed possibly for
month or more.

LABOR TO FIGHT
MANUFACTURERS

American Federation Reports Tha
Contest Was Brought on
by Association.

Norfolk, Nov. 12.—That there wil
be war to the kmite between the Am-
erican Federation of Labor and the
National Association of Manufacturert
was evidenced to-day at the session of
the - Federation of Labor here. The
Federation has already taken the ag-
gressive by looking to the establish-
ment of a fund to fight the Manufac-
turers’ Association through its execu-
tive council.

The cry is that undue pressure is be-
ing brought to bear by the manufac-
turers of the country against organized
labor, to the detriment of the latter, it
is claimed. The manufacturers combat
this in a statement issued to-day by
James Van Cleave, president of the
National Association of Manufacturers,
in which he holds that the object of his
association is to put unions on a ba
whereby they may be held responsible
for their contracts. As an instance hv
calls attention to the pending suit in
New York of the Typothetae against
the pressmen, alleging the breaking of
contracts by the pressmen. 3

The executive committee of the Fed-
eration reported that the contest has
been brought about through the M;m'{-
facturers’ Association with an ave
able fund of $1,500,000. The executive
committee report discussed many fea-
tures of the year’s activity.

Toronto is seeking next year'’s
vention.

con-

He was in the sweat box |

THE ANNUAL SALE OF
Men's
English Cravenette
Overcoats

An Event of Profound
Importance.

This great reduction obtains
for one week only. It covers
without exgeption, our entire
stock of Cravenette Rain
Coats, regardless of price.

It offers an opportunity
that should not be _over-
looked, considering the\:har-
acter and extensiveness of
our stock.

Nothing further need be
added regarding the values
to be given.

COATS worth $30 at .. $25.00
COATS worth $25 at .. .$20.00
COATS worth $20 at .. $17.00
COATS worth 315 at .. “$12.50
COATS worth $12.50 at.. $9.50

FINCH & FINCH

THE EXCLUSIVE STYLE
SHOP.

1107 GUVERNMENT ST.
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