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*tis sirange shir 4id vt 10! me
SbImt 11" resuaried the manager with
L endiea t0ring. 16 conges) 15 guxiety
flis suespectied (nfurmation aford 4

Fhe Goes not know be is bere” Ang
Baint-Prosper Lriedly related the o
CUBisrecs «f Lis meeting wits the
Ru2 borog. to which the manage:r lis
faned sttegtively.

“And 8o sbe must be Arazged fute ™
exrialmes Barnes 5 length resentfully,
“Ber sarse riust twenme publlc prop
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frows darirred the sr' ter's face.

Be retind quickily: *Xa_t suy ovs
? The land baros Lss 9ot been
oeen with ber”

“N3, but you bave” evuroed the
magager, ruddenly pansing and Jook-
=g down ut the other

The silencr between they lasted for
Soine moments, Darces stood with his
bands ts bis pockets, his faoe down-
st ant mord Y, He felt that events
Wers bappenitg over which Le bsd no
eontrol, but wlich were shaping the

_Mestiny of sl be loved best. I the
@im Hght the rugcesrs lipes of his conn-
tesance were strongly OApcisively out-
lioea Turnieg 1o the trupk with s
Suiek wervuns wiep, e Aled s pipe
Bituself, “fier Be bed Nghtea ¥ be
OB more coniamymisd the  seldler,
thisking deepiy, retiering the post.
“We bavé been tegether for some
tme, My, Sdiot Prosver” he said at
Jetgth.  “We hive gonr torough fair
and rough westher and” —be paused a
manent beforr contisuing—~"sheuls nn-
earh other.” You asked me

o8p the notehook. che
.;A garrions single ddalm most tel]
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the: book, and |

the leaves thet

wanager relighted |

witlehy he glanced very- |
from. time 1o time at his com-
Fitially, when the soidier had '
the perusel of the disry, |
to Bim expectantly, but |
silently lald down the Ilittle |
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baicony Constanes d ag cmerged
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Sowing gown o/ an early poeried r
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Pefors Parpes RoRrtiLent 2 e
thireat 3 dewp (21 ng fnilar was time ¥

fasdered the siowves were g2
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tere

erchie( ™ set upon the dovky halr, e
e Joag sefl of smple proportione
WiHE the light shimmerikg on the

foids of Ber raiment the stond looking
regarding the

mansger and %o rosper
“Oh, you sr» not slone™ she said to
fhe former. “Yom look as theuzh you
were talking tagether very serionsly”
sbe sdded. ‘mruicg o Sajnt Proeper
“Bothinz of copseguence. Mive Cae

rew?™ be replied, Sushing beneath bep
clear eyen

“Only sbout scme scepery™ inter
poved the manager so bastily that she
glanced, slightly sarpXisec, from the

one to the  other.
are”

“‘Flimey pretests” [ cavghbt that
much! | only wanted to ask you sbouy
this costume. Is it sppropriate, do yoz
think, Yor the part we were talking
about 7" terning around slowly, with
arms balf ralsed.

‘Charming. my dear; charming™ be
answered enthusiastiealiy,

“§¢-1-only thought thet un wnbinwd
eriticism!” Her dark lashbes lowered;
#he looked toward the soidier balf shy-
Ir. Balf mockingly. “What do you
think, Mr, Saint 'rosper?”

At that moment bev girlish grace
was irresist'bis,

“] thizk it Is not only appropriate,
but"—looklog st her amd not at the
costome—"“beantifyl”

A gieamn Hkeaughter came into hep
#yes, nor did sbe sbdn bis kindling
gaze,

“Thank you,” she sald and couriesis§
fow,

“Sewe sets thag

CHArTER XX,

HE mist was lifting from the
earth, aod sature lay wrapped
1 The 7oAy _péace of daybresk
a% ‘the sun's ifts of goid

| plerced the folfage, Niumining the his

torie grousd of the Onks.
Benesih the spreading trees were

! assefubled & group of persons various

1y disposed. A littie dspper man was
bending over a case of lnstraments. as
merry s sonl az ever adjusted a 1~
turs or sewed a wound. Ber..bousl

| 8od bewsedsied the Count de Propriac,

acting for the land baron. and Barues,

: who bad sccompanied the soldler, were
| consuiting over the weapons, s mag-

nifceut palr of raplers with costly

| sted! guards, set with Initials and a
| coronet. Member of an ancient society
| of Franece which yet songht to perpetn-

ate the memory of the old judicial com.

| bat ‘and fhe more modern duel, the
| count was one of those persons who
i think tbey sre in honor bound to bear

a ehallenge without questioning the
cause or asking the. “color of a reason.”

“A superb palr of weapons, count!™
observed the doctor. rising

The count langhed and turned away
with & businessiike gir. é

“Are you ready, gentlemen 7

At his words the contestants imme-
distely took their posivivia, =G lanG

He surveysd his prosirate antagonist,
saron, lithe and supple, presented a ple-
ture of .insolent and consclous pride,
his giance lighted Ly disdain. but smol
dering with fletcer passions as he ex-
amined and tested his binde.
“Eugage!” exciaimed the count.
With Hi concenled engerness Mauville

‘begin, a vigorous. aithough guarded,

attack. as If asserting Lis supremacy

and at the same time testing his man. !
The buzzing switeb of the steel be- |
came angrier; the weapons glinted and |
gleamed, Intertwining silently and sep- |
arsting with 2 swish. The patrean'a |
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A fierce new anger gleamed from the
soldier’s eyes, completely trausforming
kis expression and bearing His glsnes
quickly swept from the count to Mas-
vilie at the sindieca fnsult of the lat
ter's words; on his cheek burned a dark
red spot.

“Let it go on™

The count stepped nimbly from his
position Letween the two men. Again
the swords crossed. The count’s glance
bent its¢lf more closely on the fgu:s
of the soidier, noting now basr supert-
Iy polsed was bis bod;. what reserves
o "MtéL_h Were suggesteé by the
white, muscular arm! His wrist moved
like & machine. lightly brushing aside
the throsta Had it been but accident
that Mauvilie's unlooked for expedient
bad failed?

But the lond baron’s zest only zp-
peared to grow in proporflen to the re-
sistance he encouniefed’ the lust for
fighting incregsed with the mnsi- of
the bizdes. Fof some moments be feint
ed avd lunged séeking an opening,
boweser slighbt Again be appeared bent
upon foreing a guick eonclusion. for
suddeniy with s rush be sought to
break over Saint-Prosper's guard and
succeeded\in wounding the other slight.
Iy in the forebead XNow, sure of hLis
wan, Mauville sprang at bim savagely,

“But, dashing the blood from his eyes
with his free bnod and without giving
way, Salot-Prosper met the assauit
with a wrist of iron, and the land bar
on falled to profit by what had seemed
8 certalo advantige. The wound had
the effect of making the soldier more
cautious, and eye, foot and band wers
equally true,

In bis fury that his chanze bad siip-
ped away, after woesnding and, as be
supposed, blinding bLis opponent Mau-
ville, throwing prudence to the winds,
recklessly attempted to repeat his rash
expedient, and this time the steel of
bis antagonist glesmed like quicksil
ver, passing beneath his arm and (n-
flicting a slight flesh wound. Some-
thing resembiing & look of appreben-
slon crossed the land baron's face. *i
bave uvoderestimated him!” be thought,
“The uext stroke will be driven nearer
bome.”

H: feit no fear, however; only mate,
beipess roge. In the soldiers band
the dainty weapon was a thing of mar-
velous cunning. His vastly superior
strength made him practically tireless
in bis play. Not only tireless; he sud-
denly accelerated the tempo of the.ex-
srcise, Lul Delimd fhis G . TG,
even passionate, awakeuing the spec-
fators felf an ouvarying accuracy, a
steely coldness of purpose. The blades
clicked faster; they met and parted
more viclously; the bard light in Salnt-
Prosper’s eyes grew brighter as he
slowly thrust back his antagoulst.

Mauvilie became aware his own vigor
was slowly failling bim. [Instead of
pressing the other he was now obliged
to defend bimself. He strove to throw
off the lethargy {rresistibly stealing
over him, to shake the leaden move.
ments from his limbs. Tle vainiy en
deavored to penetrate the mist falling
before his eyes and to _overcome the
dizziness that made his (»eman séem
like a Ggure in o dream. Was ft
through loss of blood or wesiinesa, or
Doth? But bhe was cognizunt bis
thrusts had lost foree, bis plunges vi-
tality, and that even an element of
chance prevalied In his parries. Bot
be uttered no sound. - When wonid that
mist become dark and the golden day
fuse into Inky night?

Before the mist tofally eclipsed his
sight he determined to make one more
supreme effort’ and agnin sprang tor
ward. but was driven back with easé,
The knowledge that be was fontinuing
& futlie stroggle smote him to the soul.
Gladly would B have welcomed the
fata! thrust if first he conld have sent
hix blade throngh that bréast which so
far had been impervions to his efforts.
Now the scene want round and round
The gokien day hecame crimson. sear
let, then gray. leaden. somber. Inraw-
tiously he bent his srra to counter an
Amagivary lunge. and his antagonist
hrost otit bis rapler Mke a thing of
ilfe, transfixing Meuville’s swordarm.
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CHAI'TER XXI

TUE land baron”

bad received deep
and bitter wounds [le chafed and
ped whep be thongh” bow in all
likelibood the detald bis defea*
could not be suppressed in the clabs
and cafes

“1 played Bim foe freely ™ be groaned
to the Count dé Propriac as the latter
sat contempintively nursing the ivory
kandle of his cans asd offering the
lafd barvmn such poor solace as his
company afforiled. “1 misjodged the
sttack. besides ezposing wmyself too
much. [f | conld only meet him agsin™

“It wou!d be the same.” retorted the
count brutaily. “When you lost your
temper. you lost your cause. Your work
was brilliapt, but be is oue of the best
swordsmen | ever saw. Who is be,
anyway?”

“AY 1 know fs, be cerved in Algier™
sald Maoville moodily

“An adventurer, prebably™ esecialm-
ed the other.

“T'd give a good deal to know his rec- .
ofd.” rfemarked the patroon contem-
piatively. “You should be pretty well
sequainted with the personnel of the-
army?”’ {

“It incindes everybods npowadays™
replied the diplomat “But it seems to
we | did know of a Sajut-Prosper at
the military college at Saumar; or was
it at the Ecole d application d’etat-ma-
jor? Demmed s race. if | am not
mistaken; sext to Alglers; must be the
ssme.”

Here the court closed his eyes and
seemed slmost on the point of dropping
off, but suddenly straightened himself,
drawied a perfunctary fareweil and de- |
parted in a brown study.

Tle count's company, of which he
bad enjoyed 8 good deal during the
past forty-eight hours. did not lmprove |
Maaville’s temper, and he bore his own
reflections so grudgingly that inaction
became Intolerable. Besides, certaln
words of his caller coneerning Saint-
Prosper had stimnlated bBis curiosity,
and, in casting about for a way to con-
firm his suspicions, bhe bhad suddenly |
determined In what wise to proceed.
Accordingly. the next day be left his
rooma. his first visit being to a spa-
twas, subsicaulal residedcs of stone
and lime with green veranda palings

body that

of

* spd windows that opened as doors, |

with a profusion of gaury curtains
banging bebind them. This house, the
present bome of the Marquis de Ligpe, |
stood In the French quarfer, contrasts |
ing / srchitecturally” with the newer
brick buildings erected for the Amer}- |
céin “population. The land baron was
ushered into a large reception room.
sending his ¢3fd to the marquis by the
noat sppearing colored maid who an- |
swered the door. {
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ous thoroughfares wigh French-k sh
pomenciature into $t. Claries street.
reaching his apartments. which »d4
Joined a well known ¢lub [e was giad
to stretch himself once wore on his
codch, feeiing fatigned from bis ef
forts and having ratber overtated Lis
strengih, ¥
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Soon 'the marquls’ servant. a stolid, |
sober man of virtuons deportment,
came downstairs to inform the land
baron “his master had suffered a re- |
lapse and was unable to ske sny one. i

“Last night bis tempersture was very |
high,” sald’ the valet. *“My master ia |
very i, more so than | have known |
him to be in twenty years.” s

“You have served the marquis so |
long?" sald the visitor. pausing as be |
was leaving the mom. “Do you re- |
member the Ralnt-Prosper fanily 7

“Well. monsieur, General Saint-Pres- |
per and my mastér were distant kins
oen and had adjoiping lands™

“Surely the manjuls did not pass his
time in the coustry?” observed Mau- |
ville. |

“He preferred It to Paris—when my |
tady was there.” added Francols softly |

In spite of his ill humer the shadow
of a smile gleamed in the land baron's |
gaze, and, encournged by that qoes-
tioning 150k, the man! continued: “The
marquis and CGeneral Sajiut-Prosper
wore niways: together, My lady lnd)
bher awn friends”
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Anti-Times Committees

P et
the Advertising Patron
ge 245 Coluuins and 18 Inehes.
Los Angeles, Cal, Fab. 17.—(Special
Correspondence.)——'lhanks o the webls
ity of the various anti-Times commit-
tees, the original list of over Zup for
¢ign advertisers in the Los Angeles
Times has been raduces
#ho-have stubbornly ignored or ref

1weed

1| New York— ‘Beocham's Pilla,! Fhos
eechami, 465 Canal street; *wgx & w.
Collar, Earl & Wilson, 33 m

17th
§treat;  ‘‘Glycozone,’' Prof. Charles
Marchand, 61J Prinee street; ¢ Hun-
yadi Jancs,’’ Andreas Sayethners, 120
Fulton street; Marver Compagy, Room
86 Times lsmldmg; Royal ‘ug Pow-

der Company,

Wright's inwan

100 Willam  street;

Vegelavl "y ilk Lour

oning the work of the pany
P R agreat t _° tr 9 :
t sSnts of San  Franciseo—‘ Cupidene,’’ - Davol
Medicine (« ]

mpany, Box 6, Dr. and
Mrs. Dr. Chamiey,  23-25 Third street;
‘‘* Mormon Bsaop's Pills;'? Bishop
Remedy Company; ¢‘Hair- Restorer,!’
Mrs. Nettie Harrison, 73 Gedry street.
Boston, Mass.—¢ Cuticura, **. Potter
Drug and Chemical Corporation; Red-
cliffe Shoe Company, Dejpt. 425 ** Vimol,'’
Chester, Kent & Co., 6> Chaunecey.

eompany that uses 1ts funds Rochester, N.¥Y.—Duffy’
; o 0 » N.¥.—Duffy’s Malt Whis-
id systorati v employs mens for eon key Cowpany; Warner's Safe Cure
Tupt purposes goes practi~ally uncen- A [ e e B
i e ¥ g ¥ 4 p ..\.m.om & Co., Chicago, I.; ‘“Big

16..—The Commission spent days

The Evans Chemical Company, Cin-
tinnati, Ohio; Doan’s Kiuney Pibs,

XY.; “Dr. Miles’ Anti-Pain

n trying to find connection between the Foster-Milburn y: -
trouble the coal mines and the rail-| Y.. «‘Dr. W 1L (':’."fp:;:ixk 2‘_‘}?“&"’, 1‘;
way strike, but the ehare» that the C.! Williams’ Medicine Com Seh :
P. R. was privy to a blarklisting seheme tady, -Ompany, enec

h other raijwa
mnd Do time to investigate.
Third.—The pnlawful o of

niret

at the hands of a hiveling of th»
pany is not mentioned.
Fourth.—Pages of evidenee are puob-
I'shed to show offie'als of wnions in a
bad light., but Mr
which showed so ecovelusively the arbi-

com-

trary and desnotic moamer in whish he |

treated his mon is entirely exeluded.
The. Cemm'ssion seems to have beon

appointed to report, among other things,

npon the canses of the distrrhances. but
it f2ile t~ mention any specific cause or
eauses, alfhongh the cvidence points
strongly, in one direction, viz.

The wen under both the C. P. R. Co.

and Mr. D ssmoir were snbie‘ted to the |

most tyrannieal interfarerce with their

citizenrs. of a free eountry.
Thevy were prohibited from joining the

sud in Mr. Dune

{ wuir's cpme. from joining any umion at
| all vnder pa‘n of dism'ssal: and we sab
! mit thev would not have been true to

their manhood had they not resented sueh

| treatment.

That they were eanable of fair Aealings
with? the'r emplovers if anprosched in

{ 7 ress-nible manver is amole proved by

i tha eviden-e
| Toany years employed the sama class of

T Mr. Robine. wha bad for

| men.
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