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ABOLITION OF THE PUN!SUMENT OF DEATH.

ord J. RusserLr moved for Jeave to bring
in several bills to amend the criminal law in
furtherance of the recommendation of the
commissioners on the criminal laws  The
firs: bill abolished the punishwent ¢ Jeath
for the crime of forgery. FHis tordsi p gave

a history of the measures attempted io
3

carried 1n Parliament by SirSamuel -Romilv. !
and the Marquis of Lansdowne, for the |

above purprse: and referrea o ducuments

ereased since the vunishment of death had
not been carried into execution. In those

punishment there had been in 1834,-35, and
1836, but ove conviction in each year, whilst
in those cases of forgery in which the capi-

tal punishment was abolished the convicti- | sically spesking, finer than that of L.ondon.

ons had been 58, 63, and 54. The solicitor | |

His lordship further proposed to bring in a |
bill to aboiish the punishment of the pillory, |
and to substitute an imprisonment of five |
{ one difficulty was, from so many ehgible
and desirable persons to select, nor merely a |

years in the Penitentiary in lieu of transpor-
tation in certain cases. He concluded by
saying that clemency and mercy so extended

ought in his iudgment to be now ratified by |

, LA a ) i B
parliament, and that. by the adontion of the
i ) 1.1 v s

meastre he prn;wsvda 1t should ve shown
s i ¥ ("_ 3 - y oy - V"ﬁ. i
hat .ligiand was Bot benind clner NBatons
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i endeavouring fo
1. . 1
the criniinad iaws, aid at the sanie

mitigate the geverities i

secure the prevention of crime by the better

i Lo » , 1S ¢ and more certain methods of punishment.—
to prove that the crime of forgerv had de- |
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The noble lord cone'uded by moving for

{ leave to bring in the bilie, and, amidst loud

to the Bankers’ Association, whose time had |

been up to 1833 principally taken up by at-
tending to commitments, since that period
had found a progressive decrease in the
crime. A considerable number of the Lon-
don bankers were anxious for the abolishing
of the punishment of death; and while this
law continued a difficulty would de felt in
finding juries to convict offenders, which is
not the case when their lives are spared.—
In referring to other crimes in which his
lordship proposed 2 modification of the law
he suid that conviction more swrely fullowe
ed a prosecution for the minor than the ca-
pital offence, and illustrated his argument
by the criminal returns. The punishuent
of death, bota in England and Frauce, being
carried into execution only un a very small
number Hf those on whom sentence is pass-
ed, it fails to be an object of terror, or to
deter persons from the commission of crime
The offences to which they now proposed to
apply the punishment of death were, admi-

nistering poison-—attempting to dsown, suf- |

maiming

focate, or strangle—cutting, g,

wounding, or doing actual bodily harm, |

with a manifest desigu to commit murder io
any of these cases, He also proposed to
make the law more definite with respect to
the words * wounding,” “ cutting,”’ &c.—
For that reason he had thought 1t right to
introduce the words ** doing grievous bodily
harm, or by any other means manifesting
a desigan to kill.” The second offence for
which they proposed to retain the pubish-
ment of death was burglary, accompanied
Yy an attempt 10 murder, or by stabbing,
cutting, wounding, beating, striking, or any
other personal violence to an inmate. The
third, robbery, and atrempts to rob, accom-
panied by cutting, stabbing, wounding, or
doing actually bodily harm, with any offes-
sive weapon or instrument; snd the fourth,
setting fire to any building with intent to
murder, or to any dwelling-house actually
inhabited, or to any building parcel of such
dwelling-house or adjoining thereto The
getting fire to dwelling-houses being still
capital, it would not fail to be observed that
the punishment of death would be removed
for the offence of setting fire to stacks, ricks,
and outhouses. Of sixty four perscrs in-
dicted for setting fire to farm buildings only
ten were convicted. The other offences to
which he proposed to affix the punishment
of death were—setting fire to, casiing away,
or destroying ships, with intent to murder
or endanger lile; the exhibiting of false
lights and signals to lead away ships in dis-
tress. To the second branch of punishment
wou'd be inflicted transportation for life—
the offence of adminisiering poison; of
shouting at or drawing the trigger, or ar-
tempting to discharge any kind of loaded
fire-arms with iment to commit murder : the
entering dwelling-hcuses and putting the in-
mates in bodily fear, but without striking or
-otherwise 1njuring them, and. several other
cases of malicious injuries to the person
without the intent to murder, but with in-
tent to maim, to injure, or to dsable.. He
proposed that no person should be trane.
ported for less than ten years, the next class
for fifteen years, and the greatest term for
life; and that the degree of punishment to
be inflicted on the convict shouid be defined.
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; e : 0%€ | cheers, leave was given to bring in the bills
cases in which the law retained the capital | -

Prorre ofF Paris Axp Lonpox.—1 shal
probably surprise vou with one of my opint-
ons. I think the population of Paris, phy-
Fine, men aed fine women are by no means
as frequent, after allowing for the difference
un whole numbers, 1n the French, as in tbe

t English capital; but neither are there as
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many miserable, pallid, and squalid cbjects.
The French are a smaller race than the Fng-
lish, much smaller than the race of English
gentlemen, so many of whom congregate at
London ; but the population of Paris has a
sturdy, healthful look, that I do not think is
by any means as general in London. In
making this comparison, allowance must be
made for the Letter dress of the Eng! sh,
end for their fogs, whose effect is 10 bieach
the skin, and give a colour that has no ne-
cessary connecticn with the springs of life,
although the female portion of the populau-
on of Paris has probably as much colour as
that of London. It might be possitly safer
to say that the femsle population of Paris 1s
finer than that of London, though I think on
the whole the males may be included also.—
I do not mean Ly this, that there is relative-
ly as much female beauily in Paris as in
London, for in this respect the latter has

| immeasurably the advantage; but looks
apart, that the physigue of the French of |

Paris is superior to that of the English of

London. The population of Paris is a is- |

vourable specimen of that of the kisgdom ;
while that of London, Westminster excepted
is not at all above the level of the entire
country, if indeed it be as good.—Coaper's
Recvllections of Europe.

CoxnsErvATIVE HarL 1x Berrast.—We
learn from the Ulster Times, that it is in
contemplation to build, in Belfast, a Conser-
vative hall for the proviance of Ulster. Itis
to be applicable to all pniposes of a public
nature by the Conservatives of Ulster, and
stanGing on its own merits, independent of
the Be!fast, or any other society, Lut open
on certain terms for their accommodation.—
To build it £12,000 must be raised in 600
share of £20 each. This hall is to be capa-
ble of accommodating at dinner from 1500
te 2000 persons, and to be let from time to
time, for such temporary public purposes as
may render it most productive, without in-
terfering with the primary object for which
it is intended. The building will consist of
a great hall, committee-room, and a public
news-room, and such other additions as the
shareholders may think right, in order to
render the most beneficial teturns, None
but peisons professing Cunservative princi-
ples to be sharebolders. This is an excel-
lent proposition, and we hope that it may be
practically worked out.

CoxnsuRVATIVE CANDIDATE ¥or Livewr-
pooL.— T'here is little doubt that had cir-
cumgtancss permitted Mr,. now Viscount,
CANNING, to cotne pefore the electors of Li-
verpool, as he had promised, hie would bave
been returned to Parliament hy them most
trinmplantly. The very name he bore was
a passport 1o their favour, ang his own ami-
able disposition, sound privcipies, and pleas-
ing mapners, combined to make him a very
popular candidate,—aa excellent percon to
relicve Mr. EWART from the onorous duties
of public life, fc r which Nature and Educa-
tion never iutended him ,

Since Lord CANNING’S accessivn tn the
peerage, the Conservatives of Liverpool bave

s

FOL of Liverpool in Parliament

been- anxions in their search of = properly
e veou . ¥ ™ ia

qualified candidate in this place. There s

no dearth of such gentlemien ; and, 1ndec

fit, but Lh("?;/'/«’—sff candidate.

That person has at length been found. A
requisition is now in coarse of signature,
inviting Mr. Creswerr, K. C., to become a
candidate fur the representation of the bo-

We un-
derstand that Mr. CresweLn will accede to
the prayer of this requisition, provided that
he perceive, from the number of electors’
signatures attached to it, a fmir prospect ol

[

| success. [If, therefore, as we Lelieve, the |

return a man of character, talent, and priu-
ciple for, and Mr. EwARrT jfrrom, parliainest,
they will lose no time in signing the requisi-
tion will tacitly admit: that Mr. £warr—the
laughing-stock of the Commons—is fit 10
represent them,

Mr. CresswiLL is well known io the pub-
lic at large as the leader of the northern bar.
Possessed of a deep knowledge of the law,—
with a mind thoroughiy trained to explain

—amenity ot manners such as eminent law-
yers too seldom possess or cuitivale,—<on-

stitutional principles which have beex the
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honorable rule of his thought and action,— |

independence of mind, and property placing

him above all temptations to which members |

of paﬂlétiﬂ@!‘:[ are liable,—a wore than wedt
nary acquaintance with the c«#»‘am;:i:‘a'iu}‘i“';i:n
tions of the couniry,—a complete haowledge
of the condition of pariies in the siate,—and
a deep and reverential respeci for the Alar
and the Throne,—Mr. CREawELL is the maag,
of all others, peculiarly qualified, a 11
pending crisis, {o repiesent U

We cannot doubt that the requi

11 be numeronsly signed-—it 1UsL

¢ thio
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Licerpool pap.
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{From the London Sianaar

Sir Francis Burnerr camc forvard, and
was hailed with loud cheers, and waving of
huts and handkerchiels, but the adverse par-
ty of course were not idle in raising yells
and groacs. The hon. Baronet spoke as
follows i

of Westminsier ou any occa

atisfaction that which I now feel in
meeting them, when the; led together
to decide what are the great constitutional
principles t0 which they will attach themn-
selves 1n the new circumstances which have
recently sprung up around us. It is a mat-
ter of satisfaction to me, as it must be to all
of you who now hear me, that we live under
a form cf goverament which coables us to
ossemble together on great znd important
cccastons, and to make known aud express
to each other our mutual opinions. We may
be mistaken on many points, perhops we are
as to one another, but we all, os true Eng-
lishmen, keep those opinions ¢f our own
which we think right for the public good, as
we judge of it, and which we, standing as

t

 candidates for the sufivages of the electors,

are it duty bound unambiguously to declare.
It is of little importance what the names of
the candidates are, of how long or how shori
theiv standing mav bain the eye of the pnb-
lic when they offer themselves (o your no-
notice; because this, I matuntain, is pot &
question of personal contest Letween indivi-
duals; but the question which ycu have
to decide 1s this,—are the electors of West-
miunster the detérmined friends of the Cpn-
stitution of Ergland as it is now established
or are they in favour of furthei changes?
Will they give their votes to those who ad-
yocate those changes? Are they for these
further chanBes which, as I conceive, will
tend verv much to impair that constitution
and some of which as proposed, will, in fact
of themselves subvert it?  Gentlemen, it
cannot be expected of me that I should ad

vert—indeed 1 should be scarcely worthy of
your notice if 1 did advert—to all the vait

ous aspersions which have lately been thrgwn

| sentimentd, opinicns, and

i who hae expressed his high op

Conservativees of Liverpool ave anxious Lo |

t audG
its science and expouna its difficuliies,—elo- |
quence at once commanding and convincing,

| many yeat

ished by JOHN THOMAS BURTON, at his Office, opposite Messrs. W. Dixox & Co's

upon me, not from any malevolent . tive,

} o5 1 haljeve, but from the sincere, thouzh I

think, coaviction, thai I have change!
P
bor gentleman now present, and

in forraer times, and who now a

ek o
t*tn‘c'-A

sion. [t is quite impossible for me 10

any anawet o a question of that ceserip

tion, ngt under such circuwasiances,

front @e very nature, it 1nvoives

guestigp—nameiy, W kether I am (V.“!;.g.ﬂa\h in

this year, 1837, > annual parli

menis, universal suffrage
peoposed them ia 1513

rot ashamed to laay, that |

stan for that which has since vee

vecause ! found that muany
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| new plan of
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i
ber ofsHelormers,
criacra who vould bt
sthep,  In the muiual conce
e e T;!i‘il'ii*‘/ fiiere \vias ong
ty compromise 1o wanich &l ¢
Reforigers came—and that wvas the
ot.! I never had any ob;
: g_*azi"ﬂ; teough T othiek
it wbieob bagg paced has
talier 6 mMIner mnottanee,
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v.as anoih

'ars ago, wiich |
that proposed ia the late velo
568 UO lnecasisiency in my

ik
posed 9 ibcee theor

i which the JaEgs

puouecsiely.,

Peformer. £ 1 NMre Giay s j
793, vwhich 1 thivk was
. sinece adopted ; butwas 1 therefure
inconsistent because I waved some mwivur
>bjectiors and supported the Reform Lill?
There is no morzl turpitude in the inconsis-
tency of opinions at different times, proavid-
ed that 2 man always acts up to what he ho-

nestly believes to ba correct, The m

turpitude ic not ic the change of opinion,

but 1n the change of opinion &rising from
corrupt motives. If seli-interest cen e
shown, then it will be a reproach to a wan,
and it will be more than a suspicious cir-
cumstance attaching to his character. I de-
fy ooy man liviog to say that any act of
‘mite, in the course of my long public life,
has been tinged with any interested feeling
of any description,  (Cheers.) I bavs al-
ways considered the public geod—I have al-
ways lcoked to the wants and wishes ol tha
people of England—to consult them hes
been my leading and great principle ¢f =c-
tion, Such shall countinue to te my princ.-
ple of acticn, Good practical igeasures, the
acople of England must. !Ookﬁ more par-
iicuiarly tho working cfasses ol the people
of England, whose condition, 1f it is possi-
ble at ail to review, mend, remedy, or elle-
viate, I shall, 1 need pot zay, not be baci-
ward—1I ehall be the first to do ell iz my
power, to promcte j:hat most desiralia obe
ject.— {Cheers.) Gentlemen, thatis the no-
blest principle that can actuate any pullis
man. It ought to b the first view of ¢very
government to better the condition of the
lower classes of society. It is the most im-
portant in my mmd—it should be the para.
mount object which every government
should have in view —(Cheers.) With re-
spect to the new prapositions that have been
recently brocahed, I am against them all,
because I think them all mischievous and
essentially dangerous to the liberties of the
people—{Cheers.} 1 den’tat all approve of
the changes or alterations that are inuking,
or proposed to be made, with respect to the
Church. I dou’t believe they will couduce

oy,
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