v Y

Bl
CIRCULAR LETTER.

T'he Ministers and Messengers af the Nova-Scotia and New-Bruns. |
wick Baptist Association, convened at Newport, N. S, June 2¢ and
28, unte the Churches they represent, send Christian salutation.

‘UEAR BRETHREN,

Being permitted by Him who walketh in the midst of the Churches
and holdeth th=ir stars in his right hand, to meet together, our hearts
are gladdzaed by your Messengersand Epistles. We perceive some
of you are in Sackcloth ; and truly mourning, fasting and prayer be.
come us, when the bridegroom is withdrawn, and thal we enquire
what hath separatcd between us and our God. We rejoice in your
stedfastness in the doctriues, 'aws, and ordinances of God our Savi.
our, anad particularly that the Lord hath sent down a gracious show-
er of the refreshing influences of his spirit upon some of the fields
of Zion,ard caused a joyful harvest—may the Lord make it universal,

Dear Brethren, we may never all address you again, as many
of us may end wur mortal race before the ensuing year, ai:d know
the worth or want of the religion of Jesus Christ ; therefore in view
of our journey’s end, und in prospect of a judgment seat, we would
address a few linea to you on the nature aid excellencies of that Re.
ligion, whioh we conceive no one can have right views of without
som® acquaintance with its Divine author, and his design in the
Gospel scherae. ,

Religion 18 of high and heay=nly birth 2nd essentially resemble
its parant, for he is pessessed of every divine e_.cellence in pSféeti-
or, surely if a man speak thereof ho shall be swallowed up, “‘Hed
universal in goodness, infinit: in ‘wisdom acd Almighty in power,
From his goodness we are led to expect, be will desire to do and
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the mighty wheel; and from his power we are made to belieye,he | with the fing,ve
is able to du wnd perform all his good pleasare. To suppose that Ml and serve the ]
his guodnets and wisdom wills or desires what his power does not W delight in the P

perform, would be to suppose 0. attribute over belanced the other.

know them, an.,

Sceptics will ever cavil, by «vhich their minds are darkened and their | taught, they m:

hearts hardened, they ask, why ruch a God zhould create man in #
mutable a state? Why diversify his bounty to characters equally
unworthy or deserving ? or hestow the Juxuries of life on the vilsst,
while the gripin‘g hand of poverty and distress lies heavy on a porti
on of the p*~us few, as the Scriptures teach, * not many rich, wise or
noble ~re called, but the po.r in this world, rich in faith, are keirs of
the kingdom.”

Agair, why is the Gospel sent to sa few of the Nations compars-
tively, for centuries past? and to few of those to whom it comes,

- such thoughte, we wi:h you to say “ who art thou that replieth
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