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The People's Almanack.

The Spirit of State Establishments.
John Bun van’s Twelve years Imprisonment.

<• They found him pray in» without ihe Common Prayer Book, in a 
pinco not permitted by the decree of th • King ; they found him with the 
Bible in hie hand, worshipping God in a Conv* nticle, and forthwith ac­
cording to the Kniy's denee (hko Daniel in Babylon) ti ey threw him 
into prison (the Lion s Den) to remain there for no crime whatever, 
twelve years, ns a common malefactor !” During this cruel imprison- 
n eut he wrote “ The Pilgrim's Progress" which has immortalized his
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“ And where, anil hy whom, and for what, is this man imprisoned ?— . wjt|

In a Christian land, uv an Fstabi.isiied Church. tor preaching the G os- which th
pel io the poor, the ignorant, toe dest iut , and for not praying with a evidence 
Common Prayer Book ! For this a heaven commissioned minister o; 1DDroi>riates
Jesus Christ langn sin s twelve yeais in prison ! For this he is kneeling g s,,cc
on the cold stone-floor of a narrow veil, in secret with his God. because I .:nncr or he 
be chose, wiihotn a commission from the Government, to worship God 
in public and to 1 ad the devotions of ott ers by the Scrptures merely 
without the liturgical form imposed tiy the Stale upon the conscience.
Yes ! astounding as ilv fact may seem, John Bunvan is shut up w thin 
iron liars and stone walls as men would shut up a wild b nst or a liiurd rer, 
because he would pray without a Common Prayer Book.”—Clieever's 
Lectures on the Life of Duinjon.
Extract from the < onrcnticle Arts of 1651 and 1(570, under which Noncon­
formists were punished for worshipping God according to tlteir conscience.

*‘If any person should be present at any assembly conventicle, or meeting, under 
“ colour or pretence of any exercise of religion in other manner than is allow zd by the 
«• Liturgy or practice of the Church of England ; or if any person shall sutler any such 
“meeting in his house, barn, yard, woods or grounds ; tiiey should for the first and 
“ second otience, be thrown into jail or fined ; tor the third oii'ence transported for seven | „ .
“years or fined a hundred pounds ; and in case of return or escape after such trails- In the loi 
“ portation death without benefit of clergy 1 ! 1” Canterbury

The Bishop of Peterborough referring to the last of these Acts remarked— ‘ It hath hpseecllim? 
“ done its business against all fanatics, except the Clunkers ; but when the Parliament rL .8
-»sits again a stronger law will be made, not only to take awray their lands and goods, «V hat a fUS] 
“ but also to sell them for bond slaves! !bishop Olid

Freemen of Canaua ! While you -le^p in fancied security, the de- Z famine but i 
mon of priestcraft is awake, and with saianic -kill is weaving around you I they themsi 
the fatal web of the same hierarchy which imprisoned and persecuted the I the expend 
immortal Bunvao—Read on the 215th and 27th pages where you will I lions !—Tl
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learn that your < ha ns are 
wear them 1—It not, keep your Religious Teachers in their right place, 
and send true and honest men to Parliament to guard your rights : this 
is your principal security.

A Lucrative “Apostolic” Business»
“ His Watchmen are blind : they are all ignorant.”
“ Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never hare enough, and they are 

“ shepherds that cannot understand ; they all look to their uicn icay, every 
“one for his gain from his quarter." Isaiah, Ivi, iO, 11.

The Eclectic Review for January. 1846, says that the Bishop of London 
has consecrated 500 Buildings (Churches) at a fee of £150 each, pro-
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