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a difficuit position, lie bought these things
expecting to be given fair treatment. A littie
later on, hie claimed to me that hie had been
overcharged, and spoke of one item ini par-
ticular, that of plaster base, for which hie said
hie had been charged $42 per tliousand. It
liad been taken off the walls of an air force
building and had the usual nail lioles and
ragged edges which anyone who knows any-
thing about such materiais would' quite expect.
He asked me about the price and I said, "Well,
young man, there is sometliing wrong, because
the ceiling price on that commodity is $26
per thousand." I had occasion to inspect the
materials, and I had to agree that it did
appear as thougli he bad been wrongly charged.
So I took up the matter witli War Assets Cor-
poration here, asking that a competent inspec-
tor and valuator be sent to that job. This
was donc, and I want to tliank the officiais of
the corporation for giving such prompt atten-
tion to this matter. They sent an appraiser,
and I arn told he was quite competent. He
inspected the materials, and found that what
had been stated was to a large extent actually
truc, Just two or three wecks ago 1 had a
letter from this veteran expressing bis deep
gratitude for having received such favourable
consideration. His account was reduced by a
total of $60.

I say, Mr. Speaker, if an adjustment like
that can be made in connection with one
small lot of material our surplus of $300,-
000,000, whicli is largely accounted for by the
sale of surplus war materials, might reason-
ably be expected to be considerably reduced.
To me, this transaction smacks a little of
inefficiency. 1 cannot understand why veterans
in particular should be given that kind of
treatment. Tbis particular matter was
straightened out and adjusted, but tbis sort of
thing may bave a definite effeet on the actual
resuits as far as our so-called surplus is
concerned.

In bis budget the minister provided some
relief from income tax for those in lower
income brackets, and the bion. member for
Mu'skoka-Ontario (Mr. Macdonnell) in bis
abile speech, and also again ýthis afternoon the
hion. member for Kamloops (Mr. Fulton),
dealt with that phase of the matter in detail. 1
do flot intend to deal witli the statisties in this
connection, because I believe -that can be done
more effectively in the discussion on the
budget resolutions.

The war lias now been over for two years,
but the man on the street is far from satis-
fied when lie sees bis income tax and all otlier
taxes continuing on a war basis. He states
readily that production is rapidly falling off,
a condition which lie cannot understand. At
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the samne time lie says that food prices are
rising witli equal rapidity. Many I have talked
to say it is just as if tlie minister had 'banded
them a crust of bread with one liand and
taken it away witli the other. One ebap, speak-
ing in a liumorous vein, likencd it to thie
fatlier wbo paid bis child one cent to go to
bcd, and tlien took it away from liim aftcr
hie liad gone to sleep. Tliat seems to lie the
general impression of the average man on the
street, particularly those wlio struggled so-bard
during thc years of war. It applies witli
markcd effect in respect of the man wbo
workcd for a set Qalary during the war years,
and did not receive any great benefit from
war production.

If tbere is a surplus eitbcr in the amount
mentioned by thli ministpr, or ini a lesser
amount-and I arn inclincd to believe tliat thie
lesser amount is more accurate-there bas
been nothing set aside for tliose old age pen-
sioners, who have been promiscd sometliing.
Neither was there anything for blind pension-
ers, or for aged civil servants, many of whomn
took it on the ehin during the war years.

Witli the advance in tlic cost of living indus-
trial workers received a cost of living bonus,
and rightly so; but not the old age pen.sioner,
thec blind pensioners or aged civil servants on
retirement. Tliey bad to struggle along as
best thcy could.

Only a few days ago there was tabled in the
liouse a return setting out tlie liundreds of
tbousands of dollars paid by way of war sup-
plements to many types and classes; and 1
shaîl not say "all", because ýsome seemcd to lie
ovcrlooked, mysteriously. For the most part
fliose war supplements were paid to civil ser-
vants in this city and clsewliere. I arn one wlio
believes that a workman is wortliy of bis
bure, and I do not objeet to tliat practice. If
a man or woman is wortli a certain amount,
by aIl means pay it. But I would point out
that certain classes of people bave been
totally overlooked. I feel, flierefore, that per-
haps if the government had been a little more
fair in the matter there miglit not have been
so mucli surplus in tlie minister's hands as
lie dlaims.

I turn now to another surplus, one wbicli I
cannot understand. The records show that in
the past year flicre was a surplus of $11 mil-
lion in the Post Office Dcpartment, and that
since the outbreak of war a surplus of $42 mil-
lion, approximately, is credited to that depart-
ment. It is truc that at one time flie minister
did authorize a slight reduction in parce]
rates to Britain. I dlaim, bowever, that lis


