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A City Comptroller

Por some years it has been borne
into those who are interested in the
city hall that all the reorganization
plans which have occupied the reform-
ers in that time e¢an only attain a
part of their usefulness when the
crowndng reform of all has been
brought about, That reform is in the fi-
nancial department. - The late Ald.
‘Wickett ably pointed out the necessi-
ties of the case, and the bureau of mu-
nicipal research. has done much to ven-
tildte the facts. :

When the late Mr. Coady passed
away it seemed that the time had come
for recomstruction, but sentiment with
which it is difficult to quarrel kept
matters much as they were. My, Pat-
terson did what he could and institut-
ed some improvements in routine prac-
tice. It is the general opinion that
his life was shortened with the bur-
den of a position which over-weighted
indim, Now that his faithful service is
ended there can be no reason for
longer delaying a reform which is im-
perative.

Among those familiar with the finan-
clal affairs there appears to be no
difference of opinion of what should
be attempted. The detalls may cause
difference of opinion, but on the main
Hine of action there is little or no dis-
agreement. We understand that one
of the controllers, who has previously
shied at large salaries, has come round
to the wiew that it would be worth the
city’s while to pay $15,000 or $20,000
a year to a suitable man to handle the
finances of such a budget as ours. 4;
Years ago we proposed Mr, White, now
Sir Thomas, at a salary of $25,000. The
idea was not as favorably received as
it would be today. - Had such a man
been appointed ten years ago the city
would have been saved millions and the
salary of $25,000 would have been a
irifle in comparison. High-class work
cannot be had for low-c¢lass pay.

There must be a number of men
among the rising bankers of the city
who are familiar with the kind of work
involved in the large amounts in which
the city deals, and the $17,000,000 of
the sinking fund and its proper in-
vestment is a considerable item in this
work, A salary. of $25,000 a year
amounts to very little beside the sums
‘which are easily lost in unwise handl-
ing of an investment of $17,000,000,

We shall be glad to hear that the
board of control is united on the prin- !
oiple of getting a first-class man, even
it a first-class salary be necessary to
secure him. We shall not object to
any man who has the reputation and
the promise of good™work, and of
course we are not set /on paying more
than i necessary to get the best man.
Several good men have been mention-
ed, and if the mayor has a good man
to bring forward he may be assured
of hearty support. There should be
no delay in dealing with the matter,
and the sooner it is settled the better

for the city.

‘The School Question Not the
Present Issue

Any attempt of the people of Que-
bec to dictate to the people of Ontario |
how we are to manage our schools
‘will end in fallure; and the agitation
now centred in Ottawa and Montreal
‘will be twice the failure it would other-
wise be if the stand is taken that there
are to be no subscriptions for the Red
Cross fund, little or no enlisting for
the cause of Britain and France and
the other allles until the alleged
school grievances In the Province of
Ontarfo are rectified.

The ‘people of Ontario are saying
very little, but they are watching what
is going on; and if there is one thing
they are determined on more than an-
other, it is to be master of their own
educational policy, Nv 'matter how
weak or strong any government in this
province may be, any attempt on its
part to interfere with the school situ-
ation, Irrespective of the people of On-
tario, would end in its disappearance
on that same day; and any party that
attempts to steal a march on the pub-
fic by a switch in policy would meet
with an equally sudden loss of office
and confidence.

The thing of supremest concern to
the people of thie province today is
the pursuit of the war in Europe and |
the past Canada is to play in it; and
éney will not allow any issue other
than this to oecupy their attentiion for
the present, and until the war s suc-
esasstully concluded. There may be

wootions of Canada that may choose

to bring up other. issues, but so far as
this province is concerned, its energy |
is centred on the war; and we are con- |
fident it will be able to deal with any
other question after the war in the way
it thinks best.

8ir Joseph Pope of the department
of state at Ottawa is credited with-a
public declaration in favor of the
French-Canadian claim in regard to
Ontario’s school. If this is so then we
have no hesitation in saying to that
distinguished public servant, that he
has greatly interfered with his use-
fulness to Canada in interpreting the

law and defining the rights of the con- |-

flicting parties, And the same is
equally true of lesser members of the
public seryice at Ottawa, who have
taken part with either side of the dis-
pute.

Working Out Well

The first annual report of the United
States Federal Reserve Board, trans-
mitting the annual reports of the
twelve regional banks, has been laid
before congress and indicates that the
new system is working well., Some
amendments are suggested to the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank Act, but they are
not fundamental, It is recommended
that bank acceptances of domestic
bills be eligible for rediscount by the
reserve banks as are .foreign accept-
ances at present. The idea is to pro-
vide more banking accommodation for
dealers in commodities by enabling the
local banks to. rediscount their paper
secured by acceptances, warehouse re~
ceipts and bills of lading. Up to this
time the United States banks have
not given the same accommodation to
a certain class of traders which we
think they get as a rule in Canada.

It 1s also recommended that nation-
al banks be permitted to invest in the
stock of foreign banks, Our neigh-
bors have found that it is a difficult
thing to transfer the international
money market from London to New
York. 'To get a foothold in the South
American market, for exalpple, United
States capital will have to invest in or
buy out banks, bill-buying firms and
other financial institutions already es-
tablished by European capital. The
American dranch bank has found it
pretty rough eledding in Latin-
America,

It is recommended that more leeway
be given the banks in rediscounting
notes of farmers, and generally speak-
ing the tendency is to enlarge rather
than to contract credits. It is recom-
mended that the government banks
continue to rediscount paper offered
by state banks and trust companies,
altho the national or member banks
would like to have them excluded. The
board takes the position that its func-
tion is to bring the national credit to
the rellef of business and that it
should rediscount with national cur-
rency any paper up to the standard
that is indorsed by a solvent bank,
even tho that bank may not have a
federal charter.

Nobgdy is benefiting more by the
new legislation than the small banker.
He 18 now a free man. When he gets
first-class commercial paper he can go
to the government bank and get the
money and all Wall street cannot put
across 8 money corner or a currency
famine so far as he is concerned. If
he is an honest man, doing legitimate
business, no threat of a run on the
bank can scare him. He needs no big |
reserve of idle money in his vaults.
He can always get the money for a
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have nearly 100 per cent. gwld reserve.
When the country needs niore money
and credit the circulation increases, al-
tho the gold reserve may not increase.
The notes are secured, not only by
gold, but also by commercial paper,
and they have behind them the credit
of the banks and the credit of the
nation.

ARCHITECTS SUPPORT MR,
- PEARSE.

Editor World: I am herewith
sending you & copy of a letter for-
warded to his worship the mayor and
city council of Toronto, and will be

pleased if you will publish this letter |'

in your paper. ~ s
Isadore Feldman,

105 Bond street, Feb, 26.

Council, City Hall, .Toronto:
Dear Sirs: On behalf of the To-

ciation of Architects; we wish tc most
strongly commend the action of Mr.
Pearse, the city architect, in refusing
to grant a permit for the enlarging
of the Gem Moving Picture Theatre.
Surely all right-thinking citizens,
and especially the architects, desire
one law for all and not one law for

customer if that customer’'s paper is |
of a self-liquidating character, The!
government is no longer a vague ab-

ington. It is now the big banker of |

the country, doing business on business | Toronto in the case of the Woodbine

principles, but seeing to it that de-
serving business men are not ruined
by the arbitrary locking up of money
and the shutting down of eredit for
months at a time. It s happened,
however, that the government, thru
its banks of issue and rediscount, has
not been called upon to do a great deal
of buginess this first year. 'The flood
of gold to the United States, the low
rates of interest prevailing, and the
vast reserves accumulated by the
banks have combined to make credits
easy and money abundant, The gov-
ernment banks of issue and rediscount,
however, are acquiring a position
whioh will enable them to steady the
banks and keep business going when
the United States feels the shock of
the dislocation that is bound to come
with the end of the war, They are get-
ting vast gold reserves and are gradu-
ally substituting a truly national cur-
rency for the.gold certificates and the
national bank notes,

The board, in its report, says that
the gold certificates with 100 per cent.

gold reserve constifute an inelastic |

and undesirable currency, while the
national bank notes, with only a five
per cent. gold reserve, are about as in-
elastic because they must be covered
by United States bonds to the amount
of their par value. The federal reserve
notes, on the other hand, being partly
covered by gold and partly by com-
merelal paper, constitute a currency
that automatically expands and con-
tracts with the flow and ebb of com-
mercial enterprise. When there is little
demand for credit the outstanding cir-
culation shrinks in volume and may
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| use influence

. | simply because they feel
Straction Somlewhers down af ‘Wash { have the law waived in their favor.

unquestioning law-abiding citizens
and another for those who wish to
to avoid such laws,
they can

This has already bheen disastrous in

Hotel, where the loss of life and
| property should serve as a deterrent
{from the action now takem by the
icity couneil,
{ Mr. Pearse is acting for the great-
{er good of this city in upholding the
|bylaws as they stand, and we, as
{architects, would deplore a condition
|of affairs where the bylaws were
| more honored in their breach than in
their observance.

By direction of the chairman,

Isadore Feldman,

Secrefary-treasurer Toronto Chapter

Ontario Association of Architects,

TAX ON MINES OR INCOME? °

Editor World: To thinking minds
the proposed 25 per cent. tax on all
mining profits over seven per cent.
seems like killing the goose that lays
the golden egg.

In my humble opinion, the develop-
ment of gold and silver mining in
| Canada by Canadian capital at this
time should be encouraged in every
way possible for the benefit of this
country and its financial strength.

Of course this is a time when all
must sacrifice and stand his and her
equitable share. Without doubt the
mining industry should contribute a
share of the war tax, but in place of
a plan tending to curtail production
of the very things thiscountry stands
more in neéed today than anything
else in the world, how much better
would it be to tax personal income
of $1000 and over therefrom and to
reduce the proposed tax one-half and
on a more eqilitable basis.

A great many mining men, pro-
moters, ground floor men, manipu-
lators, etc., enjoy immense profits
from mining and on a ground floor
haeis that the poor small share buyer
rarely gets a peep into. To my mind
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A Line o’ Cheer Each
Day o’ the Year
By John Kendrick Bangs.
CHEER.

(Copyright, 1916.)

UR purpose here
winning cheer,
And ever do we seek it,
In eun or rain,
In joy or pain,
We constantly bespeak it.

On every hand,
On sea and land,
Its glow is what were after;
In smilgs or tears,
In hopes or fears,
In sorrow or in'laughter,

For cheer, you know, /
"Mongst high or low,
To king or humble clod, sir,
Is nothing more
Than just a store
Of Love and Peace of God, sir,

this is the money that can stand to
be taxed. The men with the big in-
comes are the people who should
contribute a more proportionate
share of amy special tax.

There are millions of dollars con-
tinually going out-of the eountry for
unnecessary luxuries — putting a
bonus' on extravagance and sporty
living—which ghould e subject to
large increased taxes before touching
enterprise and production.. Our ob-
ject at this trying period should be
to keep every available dollar at
home industriously employed, for we
will need it, and to encourage thrift,
industry and economy while dis-
couraging all forms of extravagance
and idleness and uselessness.

As I see it, under the proposed
mining tax, the bhurden would fall
heaviest on mining labor and the
small shareholders already suffering
from war drains, and while harassing
Canadian mining it would boost the
American mining industry aad en-
courage our people to invest across
the line, where already far too much
Canadian money goes.

Unlike other industrial and manu-
facturing concerns, mining is a
unique, risky undertaking, requiring
much labor and outlay and often
ends in sad disappointment to the
shareholders.

The mining investor invests in a
hele in the ground, often a water
hole or wildcat scheme, and never
feels safe regardless of dividends
paid until he receives back his capi-
tal and with interest while out. How
many small investors—who usually
constitute the majority—in mining
stocks have been able to do this?
Very few.

In my experience
cates, insiders, manipulators, have
made fortunes, but the average share
buyer rarely averages over five per
cent. on his or her money promis~
cuously invested in mining ventures,
and sny tax on profits derived from
Canadian mining capital returning
under 15 to 20 per cent. (according to
conditions) will prove a hardship to
the smnll stockholder of slender
means and the mining wage-earner,
as well as tend to retard develop-
ment and produection in the gold and
gilver mining industry, especially in
the Province of Ontario.

Feb, 28, 1916. Ex-Miner.

NO PENSION FOR DISABILITY.

LONDON, Feb. 26--A statement
made by a discharged soldier, sum-
moned to court for fallure to pay ali-
mony, that a great many men dis-
charged from the army for disability
receive no pension, has t the war
office on the defensive. e war office
has definitely promised pensions for
disability due to disease resulting from
war service. But it now appears from
an official statement that the men have
t» prove that their disabllity

that they had the seeds of some dis-
abling disease in thelr system at the
time of their enlistment, which de-
veloped straightwgy on. the ordinary
exposures of soldiering, they get no
pensions. But thelr cases are first gone
into carefully. by medical experts,

mining syndi- |

is di-|
rectly due to war gervice. If it is shown |

LEAVES THE YMCA.
T0 N ARTLLERY

C. P. Hope, Former North Tor-
onto Resident, is Going
Overseas.

By a Staff Reporter ;

GALT, Ont., Feb. 26.—C. P. Hope,
for the past four months military
secretary of the local Y.M.C.A., has
resigned his. position and leaves Sun-
day for Brockville, where he will join
a battery which expects to go over-

seas in March.

Mr. Hope took an officer'’s training
course at Toronto University last
fall. During the short time he has
spent in Galt he has done  splendid
work in the interests of the active
service men stationed here. He is a
son of Mr. and Mrs. George S. Hope,
77 Eglinton avenue, Toronto.

REPORTS TORONTO MAN
KILLED AT NEW YORK

Thought to Be William Stevens,
Who Left Here Five
Years Ago.

Chief of Police J. J. O’Brien, of Ball-
ston, N.Y., U.S.A.,, has notified the To-
ronto Detective Department that Will-
iam Stephens, Toronto, was killed on
Feb, 25, in New York. He asked that
relatives in Toronto be notified of the
occurrence, and the detective  depart-
ment has communicated with J. B
Stephens, 1230 Dufferin street, whose
brother, Willlam, was last heard of in
New York in March, 1911, Mr, Ste.
phens has wired t6 Ballston a deserip-
tion of his brother.

WAR CROSS FOR FOKKER,

AMSTERDAM, Feh, 26.—The Grand
Duke og Mecklenburg-Schwerin has
visited the Fokker factory amd aero-
drome at Schwerin and banded the
was cross to Herr Fokker, who is a
young Dutchman.

Brigadier-General James Mason, hon.
treasurer of the Canadian Red Cross So-
clety, reports that since the last public
acknowledgment the following contribu-
tions t& the 1undt &f t.htg sﬁg«;&{ ;%ave been
received, amounting ,184.33 :
Brantford, Ont., Board of Trade.$3,500 00
do. for Serbian relief ........ 28 5
Bramshott Camxg‘.. 23
Brampton Branch, C.R.C.S., mem-
bershlé’ JOBS i iiiccnrvas 3 . 425 00
Burnt Church, N.B 2 b0
Mrs. A. D. Baird, 7 56

prisoners ...

Co-operative
marck, Ont. ... 00

Cayuga Township, Ont. ... 100 00

CW Branch, C.R.C.S. ...... 38 00

Children and Catholic ladies of
Corpant, Ont, . cicecee

Mrs. G. Dowswell, Lynedock,Ont.

Dominion Shorthorn Breeders’
Assn., Freeman, Ont

Elora, Ont., Junior Pat. League.

Mrs. J. Hepburn, Glen Williams.

1.O.D.E., Plum Creek Chapter,
Souris, Man., prisoners.......

LO.D.E.,, Ahmeek Chap., Goder-
ich, Ont., prisoners ........

IL.O.D.E., Georgian Chap., Mea-
ford, Ont., prisoners

LO.D.E., Blenheim, Ont., prison-

ulien Chap., Belle-

ville, Ont., prisoners »

1.0.D.B., 2§th Regiment Chap.,
Stratford, Ont.

I.O.D.E., Hastings, Ont.,
Prisoners’ Fund

Miss Jm teacher S.8. No. 12,
Blac! k, Ont.

Kenora, Ont., Red Cross Society,
hospital bed ;
London, Ont., Branch, C.R.C.S,
Prisoners’ Fund $50, member-
ship fees $300 o
People of Morewood, Ont.......
Miss Mary L. Murray, Niagara
Falls South, Ont., Prisoners’

9 50
11 00
m
250 00
50 00
30 00
4 00
200
4 00
100 00
12 00
62 00
200
500
50 00

MOMBErEBID .. :icicasivranesan
Canadian Order of Foresters,
Nestleton, Ont. i .
Bethel young ladies’ class, Ni-
Falls, Ont., Prisoners’

Patriotic Society, Phoenix, B.C.
Women’s Patriotic Society,

branch
Junior Red Cross Society, Peter-
boro, Ont., membership fees..
C.R.C.8., Quebec provincial
branch "
Mrs. R. R. Reynolds, Eibow,
C.R.C.8., 8t. John, N.B., branch
St. Helen's Rifle Assoclation,
LackBow, OBt. ......ocssennbs
C.R.C.8., Shediac, N.B., branch.
C.R.C.8., Toronto branch, pris-
oners’ and.general funds ....
‘Women's Patriotic Soctety,
Tooawaler, ORL. ....cccv0iviiie
C.R.C.8., Tillsonburg, Ont.. brn,
Thormton, Township of Essa,
Women’s Patriotic -

Ont,
Okanagan
Society, Vernon, B.C. ........
Whitbhy and Pickering, Onl.,
proceeds of social, 8,8. No. 1
C.R.C.S., White River, Ont,,
branch .
Mr. D. Walkin, Toronto, Prison-
O FPRA o cundorpsichissennis
Women'’s Institute, Tilbury, Ont.
do., Woodbridge, Ont. ........
do., Beeches, Sombra, Ont. ..
do., Floradale, Ont. .4 .......
By sale of material, pins and for
advertising .........ccc0000000 1229 T3

ADELE RANNEY.

‘'With ‘“The Milllon Dollar Dolls,” it the
Gayety Theatre this week.

MHALIBURTON SOLDIER'S ESCAPE.

HALIBURTON, Feb. 26.—John Pear-
son has received word that his son,
Pte. Frank Pearson, who was wounded
on Christmas Day in the knee and
r.ght leg, would be able to leave the
hospital shortly. A shrapnelsshell blew
the top of his hat off and the sole of
one of his boots at the same time, so
he feels that his escape was a lucky
one,

COLONIES FOR SOLDIERS.

WHELLINGTON, N.Z., ¥Feb. 26.—Tho
New Zealand Government has made
such progress with its scheme for set-
tling returned soldiers on the land that
numerous lange areas have already
been set aside, and several of the new

“colonies” are ready for occupation.

NANY AERIAL RADS

UPIN CAMDAYS o,

Sergt. Cockerill of Royal Ca
adian Dragoons Killed by
Bomb,

WEATHER IMPROYING

Both Brigadier-General Macdop. '

vell and = Brigadier-General
Leckie Hit by Bullets,

(Cont_i_nued From Page 1.)

but no bombs were dropped. On Feb.
21 sixteen British planes flew over
our line ou a raid against hostile
lines of communications, The raid
was successful and all the machines
returned- sufely an hour .and a half
later. *
Bo.glana 'ﬁﬂ An”!'i"y ewha
e artillery re was som
heavier than usual, and ooncentutet}
more particularly on varioug ‘sectiong of
our lines. The shooting of our artillery
continued most effective. Direct hits
were obtained on several enemy machine
gun emplacements and other works.
On Feb. 19 our 22nd Battery demolish-
ed an important enemy post and severely
- l?'gb on;oof thgtl enemty barriers,
n y another stro in
gestrgred by foecomilngd ofo o
owitzer and 4t Fiel Artille
Brigade, forty direct hits bei obuvnz
e activity of enem{ worgn‘
continued, but our artillery and :
guns repeatedly forced them to disperse.
Hostile rifle fire was brisk thruout the
period, and the increased alertness of the
enemy was maintained,
Patrol Captured German.
Active patrolling of our front has been

‘constant], A few enemy pa-
Early on_ the

Effective.

y carried on.
EROtTInE Of Pebe 13, the et
morning of Feb, e patrol of ouy
Montreal Battalion, consisting of :
E. A. Mott and Scouts Deyer -
liams, discovered a small ;ostllo patrol
endeavoring to approach our wire.

of the enemy was about twenty
advance of his comrades. Creep! re
ward rapidly, our patrol su
surrounding' this man,

aware of its approach, th:
the hostile
trenches. h
risoner and
nes.

German was then

patrol approached
posts of our first division and threw
bombs. Our post replied with

and the enemy at once withdrew.

m the same night anothe rman .
patrol of six men was dlscovere';i ?l%u to

the wire ¢f our 8th Infantry Brigade
driven off by manhine zunryﬂre. .

% Canadlan Scouts Active.

The following night two scouts of our
2nd Infantry e observed a patrol
of four Germans crawling alol about
60 yards from our wire. Our sco:{n open-
ed fire and the hostile trol retreated.

On the front of our 7th Brigade scouts
3! thewacrll‘nceuh P&g encountered and

rove e hos trol, wounding
onz ottthle ?nemyl. = ml v

patrol of our1st Battalion, Canadian
Mounted Rifles, occupied an enemy
listening post and threw bombs at &
hostile patrol, endeavoring to reach this
point. The following n a patrol of
the Second Battalion, C.M.R., visited the
scene of the encounter and brought back
five German cylindrical stick grenades
and two heavy knobkerries of a movel

type.
Cut Enemy’s Wire.
Lance-Corporals thers and Labine of
the Royal
ed a trip wire placed lgy the enemy near
0!

Gy Foond per's: yrclening fi
ey foun at it was connect ;
the German trenchea.‘ bnt%veﬁl%

managed to cut it closée up to
encmy’s wire and bring it in. y
Several excellent reconnaissances were
carried out during the week. Pte. G. W.
Graham of the 2pd Battalion, C.M.R.,
left our trenches in the middle of the
day and crawling forward for some dis-
tance to a point near the German wire,
where a observation could be secur-
ed, remained there for two hours. Pte.
g brought in wvaluable Informa-
on.

Detailed reports on sections of the Ger-
man wire and works were also secured
by Lieuts. T. D. Sneath and G. Graves
of our 5th BPBattalion, C.M.R., after a
clese personal inspection.

party of nine officers of the allied
armies, including five Japanese, and one
each Russian, rbian, Italian and Bel-
gian, visited the Canadian area and wit-
nessed a bombardment of the enemy's
lines by our artillery. Major-Gen. Les-
sard, C.B,, acquvanwi by Col. Maynard
Rogers, formerly of Ottawa, arrived at
the front as the guest of the comman-
der-in-chief. ¢

See Niagara - Falls in Winter~ice
Brid%c Now in Full Formation.
. $2.26 Niagara Falls, Ont., and return;
! $2.70 Buffalo and return from Toronto,
Saturday, March 4.
The Toronto Bowling Club is run-
ning an excursion to Niagarag Falls and
Buffalo, Saturday, March 4, leaving

Toronto 8.10 am. via Grand Trunk ¥

! Railway. Do not miss this opportunity
iof visiting Niagara in winter. It has
| been well said that those who. have
viewed Niagara only in summer have
but half seen it.

Return fare to Niagara Fails, Ont.,
$2.25, and Buffalo $2.70. Tickets are
valid returning on all regular trains
up to and Including Monday, March 6,

Secure tickets at oity office, north-
west corner King and Yonge steets, or
Unien Station ticket office. ed
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Canada’s Best Beer .is

9

It has been brewed in Toronto for over half a century.

Its Merit is known. Its Puri

your deales,

ty is assured. Order a case from
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STOUT

by the combined fire of our y

while, booou'lmﬁ:!l 5
e remaind

trol retired hastily to”lg' y

rought back safely to our

On the night“of Feb, 17-18 a
one of the u-mumu ;

anadian Regiment discover- - :
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