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Secretary ot the Foreign Office, ‘Right Hon.”
. William St. John Brodrick, answering a
question in the House of Commons tp-day,
 gave a different complexion to the Muscat
incident than the version of the French
_ Minister of Foreign. Affairs. Mr. Brodrick
said that by the original concession secret-
Iy obtained in March, 1808, KFrance secured
tand upon which she would have been at
liberty to hoist her flag and bulld fortiti-
cations, Immediately after the proceed-
ings became known Great Britain declar-
ed them to De contrary to the treaty of
1562, and the Sultan was requested to can-
cel the lease, which was annulled. The
' Under Secretary added : **We have not ex-
pressed disapproval of the action of the
British agent, who acted under instruc-
tions, and Lord Salisbury informed the
French Ambassador on several occasions
that he considered the British contention
absolutely right, and that it was impossible
to recede therefrom. M. Delcasse's state-
men omitted to mention that he stated
to the British Ambassador a few days

ago that he had heard vothing whatever
of any french acquisition of land ou the
lttoral of Museat, tuerpfore tue Krench
«ageut must pave exceeded lus lnstruc-

Ons.

“We hold. that the action of the British
dgent in wireatening a  bombardment of
Muscat was absotutely right. By tne con-
Zention Or 18bZ there I8 uotning to prohivit
France trom having a coal store at Mus-
cat, proviged tnere is no cession oi terri-
wory, and it is understood tnat krance
wul avau herself of -tnis power, subject 1o

I do¥”’ .

“Houses are scarcer than ever; I never
saw ‘anything like it,”’ auswered the real
estater, jotting down the description of the
house she wanted. “'But give me time, and

l'!l‘ hunt all through Toronto for you.”
oulthu euquirer iefy ner address, and walked
. A‘ Sample of Hundreds,

‘“That is a sample of hundreds,” whisper-
ed the land agent to The World. "Un‘x)eun
some syndicates get to work soon and run
up 4 lot of new houses, we shail have peo-
pte living in tents next winter.”

It Made the Rents Jump.

So far for the tenants, what makes the
landlords chuckle 18 thac this phenomenal
demand has run up house rents all over the
city. A residence that has been bringing in
$22 a month is now up to $:5, ana for a

Tenants Are Kicking.

Are people paying the extra rent without
a kick? asked the 1eporter.

Before Mr. Fairbairn could reply, a well-
known lady vocalist had advanced up to
the agent's desk, and deciared tuat she

ould give up her house and key rather
than pay the extra 15 per cent. demanded.

Mr. Mairbairn thought the Ilifted rents
were up to stay, but that the wave would
not go much higher, as a bullding boom
was now a certainty.

30 Per Cent, Fewer Vacant Houses.

‘“There are over 50 per cent. fewer vacaut
houses in the city thus year than last,” re-
marked Land Agent Pearson, the widely-
known Adelaide-street broker. “lt- has
put rents up about 15 per eent., but this is
about as high as they are likely to go. The

more modest dwelling now $v instead of |-of loads of hay.

jumper with him. I had not been in the
jumper very long when, Instead of con-
tinuing to come towards Winnipeg, he
turned off the road and started off across
country id the direction of the bush. See-

ing this 1 attempted to get ont of the rig,
but he caught hold of me and endeavored
to hold me in the rig beside him, Just
as 1 was on the point of getting clear ot
him, he pulled a revolver from his hip
pocket and sald: ‘If you dom't get intd
the sleigh I will blow your brains out.” 1
then got into the jumper and he drove
o. I asked him where he was going
and he said he would show me, when we
got into the bush. 1 then saw he In-
tended tb murder me when he got into a
lonely . spot, where my body would not be
found before spring. [ did not dare move,
for he had me covered with the revolver
at full cock. Finally, we met a couple
Price put his -revolver
away when we got near the loads, saying
that if. I attempted to make any distnr-
pance or call for help it would be all the
worse for me. I saw that it was my ouly
chance for life and resolved to make the
best of it. When we got as near the men
with the loads of hay as I thought we
would get, I made a sudden ngﬂng' out
of the rig and ran towards the loads,
shouting to the men to protect me. 'rice
threatened to shoot the men if they did
got throw me off the load of hay. One
of them came towirds me as if to obey
the command. I faced him and told him
if he touched me I would drive a fork
fnto him. And then Price began to shoot at
me from the ground below. He missed
me several times and-I threw myself flat
on the load to eseape the bullets, One
struck me finally and then Price jumped
into. his rig and drove rapidly along the
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T don’t suppose anything will evér come out of it—but Laurier put me onto it—

and T’ve got to stay where I’'m:

H,wscheu reached Jersey City from Washe
jngton. ‘at 7.40 this @morning. The special
train over the Pennsylvania Railroad bears
ing the remains was met at the station by
the British Consul-General, ’ercy Sander<
son: Commodore Philip, commandant of the
New York Navy Yard; Lieut.-Commanden
Kelly, U.£.N,, and detachments of Anericany
and British marines. . ¢
As the casket was lifted out of the car af§
the rallrpnd station the American marineg
presented arms, and the drummers rolied
the, “Four Ruffles,” the highest funeral sae
lute known, exeepting that given to royaitys
Six British tars stepped forward and placed
over the casket the flag of Lugland. Before.
the march to the tug was made a numbes
of gentlemed who had accompanicd the
body stepped up and laid on the coffin
wreaths of flowers. *Those who caine from
Washington with the remains were C. Wi
Cartwright, secretary of .ie Joint High
Commisston; Mr. Wlhidlanuson, private secres
tary to Lord Herscliell, and his body sers
vaut, T. Martin, ° *
Covered With a Snowy Pall.
After the flag of England and the flowers
had been deposited on the coffin, it was
placed on a truck and wheeled to the freight
elevators and lowered to the tloor below,
where another squad of British sailovs
awalted it. Again six of them stepped for-
ward and lifted the coffin to their shouls

ders. The buglers of the Navy Yard wa-
rines sounded ‘“‘the call,” the iparines pre.
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