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Kian Excellently built detached
ence; n:k'l"bvhh M’mﬂ hot water
eting; square plan, containing parior,
- oy kitchen .nu-ntrn cosy ll;‘-
jng-room ; 8 bedrooms sleeping porch.
s Posscoston April 2, APPIY

’ W. 0. WILLIAMS & CO,

few light local snowfalls or flurries, but
\ m—- Amoltly'ulr and moderately cold.,

SSIANS CONTINUE:Z"PARATIONS TO MAKE COUNfRY DEFENSIBLE

Ships Sunk By Submarines\AY PROCLAIM HOLY WAR
MASHISTOPY  IN ORDER TO CIRCUMVENT

THRD OF THE COST 'S PLANS IN RUSSIA
H]HHY"BJ:H[BTHIE ENEOLMeIeS of RevoluNtioSnists Evacuate Petro-

Sir Adam Beck, at Peterboro, grad and Are Prepared to Fall Back to

* Renews Offer of Provin- ‘Ural Mountains---Germans Have Heavy

ial Gov ent. ;

i e-;-fm" Reinforcements on Western Front.
CONSOUDAE‘ RAILWAYS
Taking Over CNR. and
G.T.R. Will Make Combin-

FOR RENT--RYRIE BLDG.
'Corner Yonge and Shuter streets. Do
sirable offices. Singie or en suits, AP~
ply

H. H. WILLIAMS & OO,
136 King Street East Maln 8480
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, Twelve Large British

SUCCESSFUL RAIDS

| WERE CARRIED OUT
s M BT CIMDIG

trimming v
Regular $1.35. o r

This List of

pecials |

BORDEN TO CONSULT HOLDERS
OF G.T:R. STOCK IN ENGLAND

Believed That No Further Action Will Be Taken By
Government at Present Towards
* Nationalization.

| EIGHTEEN VESSELS
SUNK BY U-BOATS

German Submarines Destroy
Twelve Large British

London, March 6.—Eighteen
British. merchantmen were
sunk by mine or submarine
in the last week, according
to the-'admiralty report to-
night. Of these, 12 were

$1.25, for 79c¢.

Camisoles, with
ertion. Colors
5. Today 79¢."

dels, $1.50, B
els for h\’crago 1 4 ENEMY

Ottawa, March 6. — The belief is growing that no further action
will be taken by the government at the present time regarding the
proposal to nationalize the Grand Trunk Railway and the Grand

- Trunk Pacific.. -Sir- Robert Borden expects to go to England about
the end of May or the beginning ofJune, and the idea is that nothing
will be done until the premier has had an opportunity of discussing
the matter with the representatives of the Grand Trunk stockholders

on the other side of the Atlantic. Most of the stock is held in Eng-
land.

There is a cabinet deadlock over the proposed nationalization of
the G. T. R. and G, T. P. The sub-committee of the cabinet which
recommended the purchase, did not do so unanimously, and it did
not find unanimity by any means in the full cabinet, It is said that
the western Liberal members of the cabinet are opposed to full na-
tionalization, but that Hon. Arthur Meighen is strongly in favor of

,Mnn}; Germans Killed and
 Prisoners and Machine

Guns Taken.'

1 quality coutil TRlED ME
m low bust and
ipecially’ priced

$1.25, for 69c.

prs, odd broken
Made in um-
broidery. Sizes

ATE reports from Russia indicate that the Bolshevik Govern-
ment probably will not keep its engagement with the Germans
to ratify, next Tuesday, the peace compact agreed upon at

Brest-Litovsk. The evacuation of Petrograd by the Bolshevik

| On Eight’ Occasions; How-
“ever, Only Three Attacks.
Partially Successful.
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Ottawa, March 6.—The following ye-
port of the oparations vf the Canadian
,Corps at the front during January,
1018, has been received by the inflitia
department:

“Tranch warfare has been continued
during the past month, and excépt for
@ small gain of ground on ‘the night of
Jan, 34 in the neighborhood of Avion
w{lthoutvspertlal incident .other . ‘than
ogcasional raids on either side and
patrol -encounters. © 'I'ne brealk-up’ of
the front has’ entailed much work- in
the maintenance ‘and repair of tfench-

“er. In addition, the general improve-
ment of our positions and communica-
dons and the strengthening of our
defences has iréen pushed on energeti-
cally,

“On the night referred to above
parties were sent out into No Man's
land in order to gain possession of

positicns-  overlooking the ' German
Lnes and to deny the enemy ground
which at night had been found con-
tinually occupied by his patrola, "T'he
operation was entirely guccesgsrul, two
rosts being established and connected
up with our front iine.
. Enemy  Rehearsed Raid.

“In the ccurse of the month parties
91 the enemy have endeavored to enter
our forwerd posts and trnches on

some cight occasions, but only three’

times have they met with any measure

ol success. On the evening of Jan. 1
I ‘audarg> hosttle paiding party aftacked

our front line southwest of Mericourt

The raid, which had been carefully

practiced by the enemy for four weeks,

was delivered under cover of an in-
tense artillery barrage and succeeded

In recching our line. In the fighting

Which followed the raiders sustained

Beveral casualties and ieft three pris-

¢ners in our hands. Subsequently tour

of our men’ were found to be missing.
“On the evening of Jan. 12 a hostile
raiding party entered our . trenches
hetween two of our posts at Avion and
captured one of our men. At the same
time a second party Attacked another
of our posts in this locality, but was
driven off with the loss of “one man
taken prisoner by us. Early in the
morning of Jan. 25 the enemy again
succeeded in reaching our . trenches,
under cover’ of an intense artillery
barrage; arnd secured identifications.
“All the, enemy’s other attempts
were uniformly unsuccessful. . In mere
than one instance his losses are be-
lieved to have been considerable, whilg
. & few additional prisoners fell into .our

! hands,
Carried Out Raids.

“During_ tais .period four successful
raids were carried out by us, besides
4 number of occasions o
irols and small parties of our troops
entered hostile posts or trenches with-
out encountering the enemy.

“The first of these raids was cur-
ried out on the night of Jan. 8-9. Our
‘\roops entered the German lines south-
west of Mericourt, but ‘were unable to
secure prisoners, as the enemy’'s gar-
rison had fled. Identifications were se-
cured, however, and two machine guns
were brought back. Except for a few
men slightly wounded, our parties sus-
tained no casualties.

“Two prisoners were taken by us on
the night of Jan. 11-12 east of Loos.
Tifteen German dead were counted in
the enemy’s trenches, and it is esti-
mated that at least 20 others were
killed in bombed dugouts.
Were again confined to
wounded. - (

“Early on the night of Jan. 13-14
another successful raid was carried
out by us north of Lens, in which,

‘ without loss to ourselves, 11 German

a few men

prisoners were captured and many of |

the enemy killed. . On
night, two inore prisoners and a ma-
chine gun were captured by us in an-
other.raid north of Lens, at the cost @f
one man wounded. Thirteen Germans
were killed, and an occupied dugout
was bombed,

“Our artillery trench mortars and
machine guns have continued their
activity thruout the month, and in ad-
dition to the usual harassing fire and
bombardments in connection with
raids, many tairgets have been effec-
tively engaged, Our snipers again
claim many hits, and our afrerdaft have
been active and aggressive whenever
1he weather has been at all favorable
for flying.” >

REACE WITH FINNS ALSO.

Basel, March 6. -Baron von dem
Bussche-Haddenhausen, German un-
der-secretary for foreign affairs, an-
hounced yesterday in the main com-
Inittee of the reichsétag that Germany
very -shortly would sign a treaty of
beace with Finland.

ENGLISH HATS FOR MEN.

The newest styles in English hats
Tor men. Hard and soft felts—genu-
e London made. Our new spring
Stock invites your selection. Dineen's,
440 Yonge street,

which pa- |
| changes in the personnel of the pro-

Our losses |

the following |

it. Apparently no pmgress

can be made for the present.

CAMOUFLAGE EXPERTS
REQUIRED IN ARMY

for Men Whose Trade Would
Help in Making Deceptive
: Scenery.

Call

Opportunity to “camouflage” for the
army is now open to Toronto men for
the first time during the war. Au-
thority came thru yesicrday afternoon
from Col, Clyde Caldwell, Canadian
Enginegrs,'dttawa, for the raising of
a company of camoufleurs for over-
seas service with the Canadian ex-
peditionary force, :

It will’ be the first camouflage unit.
organized in Canada. The initial call
is for 25 men. It is announced that
the camoufleurs must be recruited
from men outside class one of ‘the
Military Service Act. This means
that unless married prior to July 6,
1917, the only men eligible for cam-
ouflage service are those below twenty
years of age and ahove thirty-four.

The kind of men required by the
army for camouflage service are
house-painters, photographers, artists,
sign-painters, plaster modelers, stage
carpenters, miscellaneous iron work-
ers (used to light structural work),

and a few building trade carpenters.

The camoufleurs’ work in France
will be to make every variety of de-
ceptive scenery for the purpose of
migleading enemy aviators, to screen
convoys, movements of troops or com-
munication roads, and batteries of ar-
tillery. ’

Men wishing to secure enrolment in
the Canadian company of camoufieurs
are requested to apply to Capt. J.
Mallory, officer in charge of the en-

gineers’ recruiting depot, Toronto
armories, 9

HON. JOHN OLIVER
IS NOW PREMIER

There Will Be No Change in Person-
nel of Provincial Executive,

Victoria, March 6. Hon. John:
Oliver was summoned by the lieute-
nant-governor this morning .and was
entrusted with the duty of forming
an administration. /The*present cab-
inet ministers were invited by the
new premier ‘to “carry on.”

There will, in consequence, be no

vincial executive. The swearing in of
the new first- minister and his cah-
inet colleagues was carried out with
promptitude, leaving the “new” ad-
ministration successfully constituted
for the despatch of . the legislative
business when the house reassembled
at three o’'clock this afternoon.

WATCH STRUGGLES
WITH ICY WATERS

Germans Make No Attempt
to Help Norwegian
Victims.

e s

London, Tues., March 6.—The Nor-
wegian steamer Havna, of 1,150 tons
gross, has been
warning. She sank in less than one
minute. The crew of eighteen had no
time to launch a boat and jumped into
the sea. The captain and five sur-
vivors were landed Monday night.

The captain of the Havna fears that
the remainder of the crew were
drowned.
tain Hermansen spent a terrible night
on a raft,. exposed to intense cold.
They found an upturned life boat at
dawn and managed to right her. They
had drifted for 50 miles when rescued

by an American destroyer. One man
tdied in delirium; the others had their
{ feet frozen. The Germans watched the
| men struggling in the icy water, said
| Captain Hermansen, but did not offer
| any help. Later they steamed along-
| side the raft and -asked the name of
the ship, but ignored the
jappeal to ald them to reach an up-
| turned boat in the distamce. Herman-
| sen saw eight men on another raft,
but before evening all had died or
were washed off.

| The second engineér
i was landed at another port.
| rescued from wreckage
| had been
nights.

He was
to which he

torpedoed without |

With five companions Cap- |

captain’s |

of the Hawvna |

NATIONAL CALAITY
T0 L0GE JELLIGOE

Dismissal of Admiral From First
N Sea Lordship Leads to
Censure in Parliament.

IN COUNTRY’S - INTERESTS

Sir Eric Geddes Assumes Respon-
sibility for Making Change
—Not Under Pressure

London, March 6.—The dismissal of
Admiral Sir John R. Jellicoe from the
post of first sea lord last December

was the subject of attacks on Sir
Eric Geddes, first lord of the admir-
alty, in the house of commons this
afternoon.

Sir Edward Carson, the former first
sea lord of the admiralty, termed it
a national calamity. He asserted that
the war cabinet, of which he was at
that time a member, was not respon-
sible, and said that naval officers pro-
tested against it. Admiral Sir Hed-
worth Meux declared that Sir Eric
Geddes, had flouted the whole fleet.

Andrew Bonar Law, spokesman for
the government, explained how Pre-
mier Lloyd George had summoned him
to the cabinet room. Geddes . was
there and =aid he had come to the
conclusion that in the public interest
there should be this change.

Sir Edward Carson, interrupting
Mr. Bonar Law, interjected:

“If I had continued to be first lord
I would certainly _have resisted the
removal of Admiral Jellicoe,”

Mr, Bonar Law, resuming, said: “Sir

«

ation Equal to C.PR.

Peterboro, Ont.,, March 6. —  The
consolidation of the raiflways of Cana-
da exclusive of the C. P. R. ig Sir

Adam Beck's solution of the railway |
 problem. Such a plan under govern-

ment supervision followed by the
electrification of large portions of the
steam roads in Ontario. would mean
a saving of 60 or 70 miillion dollars’
worth of coal & year. &

At a largely attnndeé‘meetu\g held
here tonight to discuss;the national-
ization of the Canadian railways, Sir
Adam Beck made a strong pl? for
the consolidation of the G, T, R., G.
T, P.,, Transeontinental and Interco-
lonial Railways.

Mjyor Duncan, in opening the meet-
ing, save a brief address and was
followed by J. H. Burhham, M. P,
who asked Sir Adam Beck to consid-
er the farmer when planning for the
future development of the hydro pow-
er system. In reply, 8ir Adam Beck
said he made a statement in Toronto
some time ago that was overlooked
and in which he said that he was pre-
pared to say that the government
would aseist any township to secure
hydro-electric privileges, providing
the township would meet one-third of
the cost. The speaker said it was
the. government's intention to ,adopt
a plan similar to that of the good
roads scheme where the government
provides 40 per cent. of the cost of

road "

Sir . Beck reviewed the rail-
way u'.m at the
sent time. In taking over the C. N |
R., sald the spealter, the government |
should assume ‘all liabilities that are
Just. ““Who/ knows the liabilities of
the r0ad?”/he asked. “Sir Thomas
White himself doesn’t know them.”

Turning to the Grand Trunk Pacific,
Sir Adam Beck said if the road was
obtained for nothing the government
would have an operating loss of six
million dollars a year.

Combination Equal to C.P.R. |

“By taking over the C.N.R. with its
feeders in the west, and the Grand
Trunk with similar facllities in the
east, you would have a combination

Eric told me at the same time that
the subject had not been mentioned |
to him for two months . by. the pre- |
mier, -and that he had come to the
conclusion absolutely on his own ini- |
tiative.,” ‘
The first lord here interposed and |
said he thought that if the advice he |
8ave was accepted by the premier it |
became the decision. of the govern-
ment. He would like to say that from
the day he accepted office until Ad- !
{ mirial Jellicoe left the admiralty no |
suggestion had been made and no |
pressure had been put upon him to
make any change in the admiralty,

U. S. Treasury Certificates
Reported Oversubscribed

Washington, March
scription of the issue of $500,000,000
treasury certificates of indebtedness,
subscriptions for which closed yester-
day, was announced tonight by Secre-
tary McAdoo. The certificates were |
the first to bear an interest rate of
4% per- cent.,, and were issued in pre-
paration for the third Liberty Loan.

6.—Over-sub-

Watersoaked American F lag
Testifies to Loss of Lightship |

Boston, March 6.—A torn and wa-
tersoaked American flag and the rud-f
der of a ship’s boat bearing the words |
“Cross Rip,” were brougit here today |
and believed to be evidence of the
sinking of the Cross Rip lightship,
which was torn from her moorings off '
Nantucket by ice floes late in January.
The articles were picked up by fisher-
men of the schooner Kineo, while |
they were hauling their nets 185 miles |
east of George's Bank, Feb. 23,

American Radiator Company ’
Reports Big Gain: for Year|

New York, March 6.—Net profits of |
$3,261,871, after making all deduc- |
tions, including the excess profits tax, |
were reported by the American IRadia- |
tor Company in its annual report,
| made public today. This was an in- |
| ecrease of $657,804 over the preceding |
year. Together with the earnings of!
the Canadian, English, French ana|
| Italian subsidiary concerns the proﬁts:
| amounted to $4,214,427,

l
|
|

American Troops Now Hold
Eight Miles of Trenches

' Washington, March 6.—American?
| troops are now holding something over |
| eight miles of trenches on the battle |
| front. in France, it was learned today,
[ altho in an air line their frontage is
| only about four and a half miles. This
frontage is liable to extension at any

for an army corps,

| ronto,

| cent.
| third of the

| diers’ ballots in Canada, set aside by
| O'Connor.

| two opposition members.

| Amusement Houses Must Continue to

when equipped that would be fully
equal to the C.P.R.” said Sir Adam,

an arrangement reached letween the
'federal government and the Govern-

{rails of the Intercolonial.

“and at the end of the fourth year
would. produce a surplus, ‘thereby re-[
Meving. the long-suffering public of a
burden.

If we make the railways pay |

i a8 we can make them pay under gov-|

ernment control, we will even forget!
the millions we are going to pay for
worthless stock of the two roads. The
millions we have paid to the railways
2ave been paid out in dividend. The
railways' corporations have milked the
people of the country.”

Sir Adam Beck suggested the elec- |
trification of the railways between 'To-
Hamilton and Niagara Falls.
Such a course would provide fifty per
more haulage, as it takes one-
rolling stock of steam
roads to haul coal for their own use.

Turning to the Hydro-Electric pow-
er scheme, Sir Adam sald that the
eyetem had already reduced tie im-
portation of coal in Ontario by four
and one-half million tons, representing
at $7 a ton between twenty-five and
thirty million dollars a year.

ONE APPLICATION
FOR A RECOUNT‘
Asked for in Queen's, P.E.l, Where

Laurier Candidate Has Four
Majority.

By Staff Correspondent.

Ottawa, March 6.—With only two
dayes more in which recounts can be
applied for, only one application has
been made, and it will be granted.
The recount is {n Queen's, P.EIL,
where J. E. Sinclair, the Laurier can<
didate, 1as been elected by a majors
ity of 4 over Alex. Martin, the gov-
ernment candidate.

The judge in charge of the recount
will have power to deal with the sol-

refurning officer, W, F,
At present Prince Edward
two government and

the chief’

Island returns

ORDER STILL STANDS

Close on Every Monday.

Ottawa, March 6. — No . order-in-
council has yet been passed, it is
understood amending the order in re-
gard to heatless Mondays for picture
shows and other  places of amuse-
ment. Under the ‘order as it stands,
the houses are reguired to close every
Monday “up to gad including )Iarr'.h:

25.

CHINESE ADMIRAL KILLED.

Peking, Thiifsday, Feb. 28.—Admiral
Chen Pjih-Kuan, former minister of
the navy, -has been assassinated at|
Canton. The assassin escaped. The |

mitted Tuesday evening, is not known,

| nitely decided upon by the government |

| The American forces
| battle line in a certain place in' Lor« |

vessels of 1600 tons or over,
six being urider that tonnage.
No fishing craft were sunk.

Arrivals of . British mer-
chantmen at .ports in the
United Kingdom, 2015; sail-
ings, 2209. Merchantmen un-
successfully attacked, six.

The “losses "to ‘British ship-
ping in the Jast week were
the same as in the previous
week with = respect to the
number of merchantmen
sunk. In the previous week,
however, 14 of the 18 vessels
destroyed were of more than *
1600 tons,

'

TO REPLACE RAILS
ONINTERCOLONIAL

Hundred and Thirty Miles on
St. John Valley Railway
‘to Be Taken Up.

NEW RAILS WANTED

Government is Considering
Commandeering One or

. .More Steel Plants.

By a Staff Reporter. :
Ottawa, March 6.—As the result of

ment of New Brunswick, 130 miles

of rails are to be taken from the St. |

John Valley Railway to replace worn{

As the result of heavy traffic on
the LC.R. much o the railway re-
quires - renewing, and as it is impos-
sible to obtain steel rails at present, |
some -such arrangement as the one |
carried out had to be made. The |
traffic on the St. John Valley Rail- |
road is much lighter than on the
I.C.R., and the ‘rails of the latter
will do on the former for some years:

Chief Engineer ¥oss of the St. John
Valley Rallway and E. 8. Carter |
were here today in connection svith |
the agreement. It is expected that |
in any oplan of railway mnationaliza-
tion the St. John Valley Railway will
be taken over by the federal govern- |
ment. .

But ihe rail situation on the Inter-
cclonfal obtains also on the other rail- |
ways, including the Canadian PYacifie, |
and a general policy of assistance has
been dzcided upon by the government.
As a first nelp the rails on the Huuson
Bay Rallway are to be taken up and
will replace worn rafls on the Cana-'
dian North2srn and Grond Trunk. This,
however, will not take care of the
whole trouble. New rails are hadly
‘wantxl everywhere, and none are
being manufactured. The steel plants
ure busy manufacturing munitions) |
and only an order from the imnerial|
munitions. board can turn them from
1munitions to rails. The steel com-
panies are understood tc be not very
anxious to make steel rails,

It is eoxpected that the policy defi-

will be to commuandeer one or more|
of the Canadian steel plants for the
purpose of turning oyt the rail¥ that
are badly n~eded. The question is now
under consideration,

Attack on American Troops
Confirmed by Headquarters

Headquarters American Troops in
France, March 6.—American troops
on still another place on the French
front have been raided by Germans, |
who were repulsed with losses,

This is the first time Dermission is
given to mention this engagement. |
: entered the |

raine. ' The French commander con-
gratulated the Americans on thelr%
behavior.

The foregoing is confirmation of
the French: officilal statement of !
March 5, which waid that a German |
attack on trenches held bx American |
forces in Lorraine aen the night o’
March 4 was repulsed.“

Unsinkable Ship to Undergo
Thoro Tests of Practicability |

An Atlantic Port, March 6.—The |
former Austrian steamer fiucia, which !
has been honeycombed, with compart-
ments designed to make her unsink-
able, arrived here today to undergo

clirging for two days and | time to the regular trench allotment'motive for the deed, which was com-]tPsts to determine her ability to stand |

up under torpedo attack, )

&

Governiment and the populace already has begun, and Trotzky, the

foreign minister, has announced that the leaders of the revolution .

are prepared to fall back even to the Ural Mountains, which separ-
ate great Russia from Siberia,and proclaim a holy war in order to
circumvent the plans of the Germans to make the revolution un-
successful. ; L
It seems evident that the Germans have not yet ceased
their operations against the Russ’ans, for Krylenko, the Bolshevik
" commander-in-chief, has sent a protest to the German commander,
asking whether all steps had been taken by him for a cessation of
hostilities. A like message Was despatched to the Austro-Hungarian
commander. The reason for the latter communication, however,
is not apparent, for the forces of the dual monarchy are known to
be bent on clearing Little Rusisa of the Bolsheviks in order to carry
out the compact to aid the Ukrainians in establishing and adminis-
tering their new-formed republic.
L JAPANESE OPINION DIVIDED. :
 Whether Japanese troops are to invade Siberia and put down
the disorder there and also make secure the great stores of all
kinds that are in the harbor of Viadivostok apparently has not yet
been determined. In Japan the political parties’ are not unani-
mously in favor of Japanese intervention, the leader of the ma-
jority party in the diet, for instance, having ‘declared that he and
his ‘followers were opposed to the use of Japanese troops in the
eastern part of the Russian Empire unless ‘conditions there grow
worse and prove a menace to the status of the far east. :

Rumania evidently is on the point of effecting a separate
peace with the Teutonic allies by meeting the hard demands which
are to be exacted in rgturn for a cessation of the inroads into the
litle kingdom, which now is absolutely isolated from its allies.
The preliminary peace treaty has been signed and the armistice
extended 3o that discussion of a formal treaty may begin imme-
diately. Among the chief demands of the enemy is the cession of
the Dobrudja, rectification of the Hungarian-Rumanian border,
economic advantages for the central powers and aid in the trans-
port of troops of the qmdr'ilplg alliance thru Moldavia and Bes-
sarabia to Odessa. : : '

- AMERICAN TROOPS ARE BUSY. ;

American troops now have taken up another position on the
front in France and have frustrated an attempt by the Germans to
raid their trenches. The new position is somewhere in Lorraine.
Altogether more than eight miles of trenches are now being held
by Americans on the western front. :

From Flanders to. the Swiss border artillery duels of more
or less violence are . taking place on various sectors and here and
there raiding parties of both sides are frequently in operation.
The British have carried out successful forays against the Germans
east of Bullecourt and near Lens, in which latter sector the Ger-
mans for the past few days have been heavily shelling them.

Altho the snow has ceased there has been little activity on
the chief American sector northwest of Toul. The men of both
sides have kept to their trenches and there have been only spas-
modic exchanges of shells.

ENEMY MOVES UP REINFORCEMENTS.

German reinforcements continue to be sent up behind the
lines in Belgium and France, according to General Maurice, direct-
or of military operations at the British war office. At present, he
says, altho the enemy has sixteen more divisions than the allies
along this front, the allied troops are numerically stronger and
also hold the upper hand in rifles, guns and aircraft, but that this
superiority is diminishing. The major preparations of the enemy
for a big offensive are now more or less complete and the allies
must watch for the local preparations which signalize the approach
of an attack, Gen. Maurice said.

German submarines or mines were responsible last week for
the sinking of eighteen British merchantmen, 12 of which were
vessels of 1600 tons or over. The previous week 14 large and
four small merchantmen were destroyed.

- MOSCOW NEW CAPITAL.

Moscow is to be declared the new capital of Russ‘a, and the
government proposes to publish a statement to this effect imme-
diately. Petrograd will be proclaimed a free port.

Notwithstanding the signing of peace the government is de-.
termined to transfer all the state institutions to Moscow, Nizhni-
Novgorod and Kazan. The removal of the m'nisteries of foreign
affairs, communications, and finance, began today. The popula-
tion of Petrograd is hastily quitting the city, but there are many.
transportation difficulties, and already the roads leading from Pe-
trograd are crowded with all sorts of vehicles. -

The Russian delegates returned from Brest-Litovsk today and
will report to the executive of the soviets as soon as possible. Ac-
cording to the Iatest reports hare hostilities have been suspended
on all fronts, the Germans having halted on the northern front
along the line comprising Narva, Pskov, Vitebsk, Mohilev and
Orsha
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