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recording its results. We can retrace only a few of tht

steps which took such a man as Blanchard, for instance,

from apprenticeship to primacy and triumph. Mergen-

thaler, fortunately, during months of rest and quiet as an

invalid, wrote his autobiography. His son, Mr. Eugene G.

Mergenthaler, has permitted several of its golden pages to

appear in this volume. They picture the formative years of

one of the great inventors of all time.

Where opportunity has proffered itself, a contrast be-

twixt old and new, the days of small things and the present

hour, is exhibited. Noteworthy here is the comparison of

modern telegraphy with its puny beginnings, involving a

struggle which all but overwhelmed Morse, the dauntless

pioneer. '

In preparing this book I have received much generous aid.

The Stevens chapter owes many facts to President A. C.

Humphreys and Professor F. de R. Furman of Stevens Insti-

tute, as well as to Mr. Edwin A. S. Brown of Hoboken. The

pages on Eli Whitney are largely drawn from contributions

by his grandson and namesake of New Haven, Connecticut.

Mr. Edward Lind Morse of Stockbridge, Massachusetts, son

of Professor Samuel F. B. Morse, has given me much in-

formation. Mr. James Cumming Vail of Morristown, New
Jersey, sent me the portrait of his father printed in this vol-

ume, and has rendered me constant help. From Mr. S. M.
Williams of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New
York, came the statistics which round off the sketch of

American telegraphy. The chapter on Charles Goodyear is

mainly derived from his notebook, lent by his grandson,

Mr. Nelson Goodyear of New York. Professor William H.

Goodyear, a son of Charles Goodyear, has given me interest-

ing facts hitherto unpublished. I owe an informing survey

of a model rubber factory to Mr. A. D. Thornton, chemical

director of the Canadian Consolidated Rubber Company,

Montreal. In reciting the story of rubber I was favored with


