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FTOLEHAIS (nroAeMAic ; i Mace. r. 15 ,-, 55 ]0i

30 s"/ ... 11 i.-wj IU4548 l:iij 2 Mace. ]a»4/ Acts
n-i). or .Vxiii), KV .\<<(i(13r; in Judg.Ij. akjo)
[H.\l .]), |.„r Josh, lil ,„ sLf bcloH-, g 5.

riiirr sirni lu luivi- Ik.cii i«<) forms of the native
name, fur each ofllii-iiiapiHMrsthrouKlisi-vcrananguaKcs.
The Hell, lay is ti>hliriiie,l liy the Assyr. Ak-ku.u(sec l«:l.>w,

I 6), aiKl is reprixluceil in the Talinuil, *3V (NeiiUuier, aUg. du

1 Nam. ','"'"',;!''•'",'' "'V "" ""siiilint! coins as
1. Mame. Acam (De Sanity. Sum. ,1.- la Irrrr SaiHlr,

., „ "'0.' Hut Ihe earliest eslant iitsiriniion., theK^yptian (l»l„w, « 4), Klve -.Vka and -.ka;'.! the Vh.en. (.mcms of .Vlevamler the ( ireat. | 7) w.-is Kjy and -y ; ll,,- (Jreekwas A., (,,, I .„h1. Polj.l,. .Mcnaiuler (in Jos'! .4,^f«: u ., „!,J,
Innvever, \iese reads '.\(w,), .SiralK). xvi. -J J,, ai

, J
.... .

- - --r-'in .••i.v, All. -i^, and Josetihus 111Ani VIII •-•
,, etc. : ,ee | -): the l.iiin .(, , or .^.,r (Pliny, /I.V

:l-l'''ri
'lie Araliic d.mn t.i the present day -AH-n. or '.•/**,(

1 he ihlferen, e may liave lK:en oriKlnally only one of iiiHcction
iToiii till- form 'Akka tilt; I riisadcrs prodiiceil Acrp

one III the earliest instances of the vtilKar ailihlion of r
to a terminal a (cp vulvar Knglish India/-). The fuller
nioii.rn name St. Jem <l\cro was proiK-rly the title
of the estilihshmenl of Ihe Kiiijjhts Hospitallers. Iml
was carilessly exlenileil i„ tint whole town. On the
ori);iii of the name I'toli-mais see helow, t; 7.

_
At the .\. end of the sandy caist of the Gulf of

Akka. there rises .1 short rixky promoniyry. on which

a. Site and
'"''* ''"' 'i""'''"' ''<>. '"he site is

nsighbourhood
''*"'"•''''• f'"' fortilieation. On two
sides and a h.ilf 1 W. , S. . and k K. ) is the

.s<-a
:
round the o;'ier side and a half (\, and"* V ) the

distKisiiion of the rock has rendered ensv the con-
struclKMi from sea 10 si^n of the present lines of wall
and ditch. Kroni the S end of the promontory ,i few
ruins of crnsidiiiK limes (/'/./•'.I/ 1 ,60) rimninK K
itito the sea represent an ancient mole

: the reiii.nns of
another lie under the sea S from the .SK. corner of the
present city. The aiuhoraKe is rimkI. To the N. the
coast exteruls for some distance unliroken

; the nearest

^iJ-i'
'' ''"'"!'. .-s;. Nicholas Aeons in Lombard Street(Wilson, in Smith -. />/f'-'i I vj,.).

t...<™i

" Wl. (A-/;5)lralisliteralc» .\kka.
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coast town is ez-Zib (AiiiziB) sonic 9 m. .tw.iy.
the maritime plain exhiids nearly 4 m., oppos
cily. to the loaihills of (ialilre and farther N. Iiu
a urcaliT lireadth towards the entrance to Ksd
That tin .lain holds iimch water, is proved by tin
.^'a'm.iii. the ancient Ileliis. which, rising in a
(proUil.ly the tendevia of Pliny [;'6i6j) at the 1

'I ell Kurd.ineh. Ijccomes in its short course of 1

so a consideralilc lody of water. It reaches tlii

little more than a mile .S. from the city. The
mouth of the Ifclus was famed for the inanufaci
Kla.s5 (cp (Ji.Ass), and of purple dye (cj) I'l kI'I.K
Ihe shells of the niurex once gathered there in
<|iiantities and still to U' found. I have succee
eitractiiiK the dye from some of these I have co
here (Laurence Oliphant. //.i;/ji-i. 1887. p.
There are rich Rardens and groves lK.t»een ihi
and the town. Ind -ed the whole plain and the fo
'eyond it are very fertile.

.•\r hese vari.nis opportunities .ind endoaments of th.
are represented on its ancient toinaue. On a coin of(De Saulcy. ijg). I'toleinais i, represented as a woman
tnrreled crown, scateil on a r.ick. in her riKlit hanil s<,me
corn, at her feet a river. On other pieces the comiicoii
ears of corn are tr ..i|uent. anil sonietiincs an olive tree is
wrillst the command of the sea is symlxiliseil liy Nentiiii
dolphin or a rudder (M. nj-i6qaii.l PI. >iii. ; see also V
Doclr. ,\um. lei. iii. ,05 ; Head. Ilht. \um. O76).

Within a radius of 7 m. from 'Akka there are
villnges and ancient lells— more of course on the
hills than on the plain. There is not. however
never has Urn a cily large enough to hold 'Ak
its port. .Nothing dominates the town. The ni

mound. Tell el-Kokhkhar (96 ft. almve sea level) is

j m. from the present fortifications ; but probiihl
ancient city extended nearly to this Tell. Ci
yCaliUe, 1502-515) found remains up to nearly
metres K., and alxiut the same distance N. o
present walls. The next mound. Tell et-Ianiilr
ft. high), is almut three miles .and a half distant!
The strength and isolated character of the jxis

its standing on the coast and near the mouth o

8. Importance.
''''''" ''''"" °' Ksdraelon. the
(liirative security of the harlKjur.

the fertility of the iieighlxiurhood form for the tow
a.ssurance of fame. It is no exaggeration to s;iy th
and around 'Akka. as much history has been tran.s:
as ii|K.n any site in Palestine, with the e.\ce|

lierh.ips of two or three. PieLschmann {Cesch.
I'h,inizier. 29/ 79/.) regards "Akkas political
feriorily to Tyre and Sidon in ancient history as di
the absence from its Hinterlantl ' of those enori
mountain ranges which so fully protect them, f
wrong, however, in siip|«ising (p. 80) that 'Akka
nore shut off than her sister cities from the great
of traffic across .Syria. All commerce lietween K
and Mesopotamia which followed the Phunician i

must have visited them alike, whilst she lay nearer
Ihe rest to the other line which lient inland to Damas
Indeed '.Akka. not lyre or Sidon. is the natural
not only for (ialilw and the plain of l-:sdraelon.
also for Damascus. Hauran. and Oileail. the roads 1

which reach it without having to cross cither of
Ix^banons. .\ot 'a small piece of the world'
Pictschmann .s;tys) but all (iaiilee. Ksdraelon. and
country I;, of Jordan founil their clearest tnillet Ihn
'Akka. At the present day iluring harvest .some thous;
of camels enter it daily with Ine grain of Hauran ;

'

its ba/aars contain a greater motley of [K'ople 1

those of any other coast towns. HaurSn [H'asnnts.
Druses from JeU-I ed-Driiz. Damascus merchants.
fellahin of W. Palestine anil (lilead. merchants f

Nablus-and all this in spite of the recent rivalr
Ilaif.t at the op|M>site end of the (Julf. The comniei
.activity of 'Akka cannot h.-»ve been less in ancient tin
It IS !riic th.it in OT and N i the city is mentio
only twice, possibly thrice : as Acco in Judg. 1 31

* According to Schumacher 4000.5000 tlatly.
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