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who are making so much noise about the
eoniiptioii ot' t'atholie coiiiitrk's would go to
tlie (h'pth of the history of llioso oouniries,
they would hnd tliat their greatest time of
material as well as moral iirosperiry co-
incidtMl with the time when the Cailioiie
church, not dominated, but ins[)ired those
countries, and wbtn Catholic education hi^'h
or low, was given to all classes of the iieople.
Spain beL'.in to deeay when breeders ii: the
colonies displaced the missionaries—when
the Ki;ig of Spain lent himself to the
auti-l.'atholic movement whi(h starti d i:,

France and whieh led to the abolition of ilic
Jesuit order. The same thing happened in
France. Hut why not go for an example to
countries whieh an; now under Catholic
influence ? The hon. menU)er for K.isr Grev
(Mr. Sin-oulei— I do not know wliat te.\t
book he got his information froin, but if it
is authorized in any province, it should be
taken from the schools at once—spoke of
the national non-sectarian system of edu-
cation carried on in Belgium. Now, Belgium
is one of the most pro:;i)crous countries on
earth, and there you have Catholic education
right through, from the primary school to
the university. I5ut let me point to a Trotest-
i'ut iiatio;i. (iermaiiy. •, here tliirty-three
years ago the Trussians abolished Catholic
education and expelled the .Jesuits and otiier
religious orders from the coimtrv. What
do yon see there now V Tlie Cer'man Em-
peror, observing the progress which Catholic
education lias made in the empire, is turn-
ing to the Catholic hierarchy and asking
them to save his empire froiii the dangers
of socialism. Might I refer some of our
friends also to the eommeuts appearing daily
in the American papers and reviews, coming
not from Catholic priests or bishops or
Catholic religious orders, but from rrotest-
ants, eminent Protestants, men of science,
professors of uni-.ersities and statesmen,
among a few state-;;:;-:; who tind their way
to political life in the United States, who
recognize that what must save the United
States from the social plague which is
going to involve all nations between the
crushing burden of capitalism and the
equally crushing burden of standing armies.
Is the influence of the Catholic church on the
working classes. I am not saying this in
disparagement of any otiier creed : but. in
view of the fact that during the past two
months railing attacks have been m.ule
against the creed of two millions of the suh-
.ieets of Ills Majesty in this country. T feel
that I should stand up here and say that the
Catholic people and the Catholic hierarchy
will never suffer when compared with an.v
other creed or sect.

Rut. leaving aside foreign countries, and
coming to tny own poor [)rovince. the pro-
vince of Quebec, let us study for a mnuient
what has been the Influence of the Catholic
church on the development of education in
that province ? It Is generally contended.
In all English speaking proviiues llial we

are— I will not say an inferior race, because
I do not think that is acceptetl by a great

:

liiimbi'i- of the English-speaking people
;

;

Imt it is very often contended. that the svs-
tem of .Minc.-ition in the province of (Juel'icc
is an inferior one, and that that province has
a greati'r number of illiterate people than
any of the other provinces. It may he that
.1 little insight into the history of the educa-
tional system of Quebec will throw s..ine
li^;ht on the subject, liefore the compiest,
llie i'ri'Utli government had given lavishly
what .vas necessary for the support of pub-
lic education in New France. At the time of
tile cession there was necessarily a great
uistiirl>,incc of the wliole system. Five years
after the cession of Canada the .lesuit or.ler
was suppressed by the I'ope ; and. strange
to say, there was nobody at the time to raise
.111 arguiueiit ag.iinst the English govern-
ment for using a papal bull. On the day
that papal decision was registered, all the
I'States beionging to the ,lesuits were seizwl
by the Itrilish government. Those estates
hail been given to the .Jesuits with the legal
obligation of founding colleges iind sec-
ondary and primary schools : and before
the comiuest they had established two
colleges and u great number of primary
schools—a greater proportion lieing given
to the peejde of New France than were
given in the Uritish colonies to the south.
After the estates of the .Jesuits were seized
by the Uritish government, were the i)ro-
cecds used for the eilucation of the peoiile ?
No. The .Montri»al College was destroyed,
atid was reiilaced by the Champ de Mars,
Ihe Quebec College was seized and tiie
pupils and professors turned otit. and
soldiers put in. For thirty years after repre-
sentative institutions were given to us, wo
petitioned the Uritish government to give
us back those estates, .lot to return them to
the .Jesuits, but to use them for the purposes
of education, and we were refused. T'or
twenty-seven years we were refused finy
education linv. In l.Sfil the government im-
p )sed on us a system of education under the
control of the Anglican bishop of Quebec,
through which Anglican studer*^' of theology
were sent to all the Catholic c ^s with the
avowed object—because tit time they
had the frankness to avow purpose of
their opei.itions—of turning young French
Canadians into English-Hpeaking Protest-
ants. X.itnraliy our people refused to send
their children to those schools: but while the
leirislative assembly was voting money for
educational purposes, the English governors
handed the proceeds over to the Protestant
schools and gave not one cent to the Catho-
lics. That continued during 24 years until
at last the legislative assembly passed a
l.iw which gave the Catholic chtireh wani-
ens the right to take a part of the revenues
of their poor parish churches and devote
It to the building and maintaining of
their own schools. And at the same time tlie
i'l'olesluut schools were kept up with the


