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nOLY WATEll. 13

the iicucdictiuii of water fcr the Baptismal Font on the vigil of

Easter, doscriVios sonio of tiio mystic and sacix-d associations of thid

admirable eleni'.'nt.

" U Ciod wliose snirit, i:i the very luuinnintr of the v.orhl, moved

upon tlie waters, tiiat tlie nauire of wa.tei' niiiilit e\.'n iliei) receive

the vinue of siju.-tiiiralinii I O «i«!u, w'no by wat^'r didst wash

away tlie crinies of a {iuiicy world, and b} the overllowin:.' of the

dcktire didst L'ive ns a fiu'iire of regeneration, tluit one jiiid the same

element niiidit my^!'•a!iy bceoiao ihe end of vii.;*.', and the origin of

virtue—look, down () J^ord on Thy Clinrch, and inulliMiy in her

Thv regenerations, who i)V the streams of Tiiv abunthmt a;race

fillest Thy City wirli joy. and oiicne-t ttie Fonts of jJa.ptisni all over

the woild for the renovation of the <b'nlll('-, that i>y the command

of Thy .Majesty, ihis \Vaier may receive the grace oi' Tiiy Son

from the Uoly (liiost, wh<y l»y a s>'L-ier mixture; ol" i!is divine virtue,

mav render it fruitful foi- the reu-eneratiou of men ; so tiiat all who

are to lie sam-iilied in the innnacnian.' womb of tiiis divine fountain,

and are to be Ijorn auani new t-reanires, may omerge iVom it a hea-

\ei)lv eifsprini'-. and that iiraci-, thuir spiritual mother, may ijring

tlieui all ibrtii v.wti) tiu' sanie iiUAuu-y, howsoever distinu'uished by

aw in linte. or ?ex in liody. Tiiercbre, Lord, may all unclean

spirits, by 'thv eomniaiul, depart from iience : may all tlic malice

of diabolic wile-! be totaUy l)ahl>!ied ; may no jjower of the enomy

prevail here; let him not fy about to lay h.is snaie.= ; let him not

bv secret artifices entep in; let him not corrupt it iiv his in!':;riion.

Mav tills holv a.mi inuoeera creature be fr(!e from all assaults of

the enemy, and ]inriiied iiy tiie de<friu,tion of all hi- niaiie'e. >!ny

it InrouK! a iiviim ibmita;!!. a re'^aieral ing water, a. piirllying

^(,-e:ui.—tli-t ab tlio-e wiio ave to b,' washed in tliis viaviiig bath,

mav obtain, i>y ihe eiheacv of the iioly (iho-t, the ti'raco of a ner-

fecl pariiu-ation. Wherefore, I bless ihee O creauire of W ater,^

* 'J'Uc wiokc'-iiiis. (.f aii'.n liad i.'un upted, ami iu;V'.t(.d U' trio r^erviiic vi lii'^ di;vil,

n.niiy of tin; -lu'ious tlnus.i ol' en.a's civatii.n. lionco, tliu Apusik- sc.ys :
' The

cicaiuro \va.s nia.dc .subject to vanity, not Avillinsly."—(Rom. viii., 20.; But tbo

Church knows from tlie same .\ pestle that ovory cn>aturo of God ... is .tcnctified

by tho uurd uf God a.nd praytr.'—(1 Tim. iv., 5.)


