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far l<>ss liappil)' ondowcd than Iho GviM'ks. To attonipt niiy snn'oy of the fharactor and

work of Esxyptiaii civilization would rcfinirc a paptT (rather a li})riiry, indeed) to itst'll".

Ainoni>' the moral eonqncsts of the Semitic lanuuaii'es, mention lias already been made

of Arabic. In thi.s (\a.se, as in that of Hebrew, those who were brought beneath its .sway

were, in the main, aileeted by the eniorcement of new ideas, not by the adoption of a new
laniruit!i-e. There were exception.s, indeed, as wilh the Tnrks, North Ai'riciins and others,

who made the lani^i'uage, as well as the laith, of the victor.s their own. l)Ut in few, if any,

eases did the new langnage eiilirely, as in the eon(|uests of Jtome, di.splaee the old.

Generally ci.nlented with stagnancy, the Arabs have proved that, when some grand

common impulse urges them to unwonted action, they can display an energy which

(Uirri(>s all before it. In the spread of their civilization, the sword went first, nrthles.sly

hewing a way for the enthusiasts, ;ind. when ihere was no mor(> to subdue, the pen

followed on a mission at once soothing and elevating. Duliois IJeymond thus describes

the course of Arab civilization in the diiy of its greatest energy :
" "While beneath the sign of

the cross the night of barbarism had settled down on the western world, in the Eiist, under

the green standard of the I'rophet, an original form of civilization had been developed,

which not only preserved what had been won by the classical peoples in nialhematies,

astronomy and medicine, but even itself made no mean acquisitions in those sciences."

The stages through which they passed in attaining that result were remarkable. First,

they appear as rude warriors, ignorant and despising learning, only full of a faniitic and

sanguinary zeal. Not till the close of the tth century, did the leaders begin to show some

regard for culture. Then the Ommiades and Abbassides gathered to their courts the most

distinguished scholars of their time, and, uuth'r the glorious sceptre llaroun al Rasehid,

the contemporary of Charlemagne, literary merit, u'ct with an encouragement worthy of

the most fruitful day.s of ancient Greece. At that time, in both eiist and west, there

•seemed to be a sure promi.se of the revival of all that was best in thcohneitrning. and of a

new life for physical .science. The Arabs excelled in poetry and in ])rose that is akin to

it—tales marked by gorgeousness of imagination, und narrated with rare dramatic skill.

They also cultivated history Avith success and, indeed, as Sismondi says, had a passion for

every species of composition (exceiit epic poetry, comedy and traii'cdy) and such a desire to

leave no subject untou<hed that Benzaid of Cordova and Abd-id-Monder, of Valencia,

wrote a serious history of celebrated horses, as did Alasueco of camels that had risen to

distinction. Ihit the study by whi<h they most inlhu'n<ed the AVesI was that of pliiloso-

pliy. They read with eagcrnes tiie works of Aristotle, which they translated and

. xi)()unded. and there is little doubt that, as their lyric aiul didactic poetry a tlecti'd the

style of the ]{omance writers (see Fauriel's "History of Provencal I'oetry,'" translated by

J)r. G. J. Adler. diapter xiii.) ,so their allegorical interpretation of the great philo.sopher

had a marked iniluence on the schools of the AVest. To them, also, we owe. indirectly, at

least, our numerical notation, our initiation into aluvbraii* methods, the lirst impulse to

the study of chemistry, and the foundation of nearly all the knowledge that Europe long

possessed of botany, of scienlilic agriculture, of astronomy, and of other .scieiu'cs in which

the pui^ils were afterwards destined to so far surpass their masters. But, if we except the

small .Vrabic element in the Si>aiiish language, and a few words added to the vocabularies

of the other western nations, wilh the names of sonu' iImm-s. hills and towns in thellievian

peninsula, ihi-re is nothing left to remind the studeni of the great iniluence ome exerted


