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thority among the chaotic elementa of the revolution Brhe atoon of those mo«t opponed to them they conducted
the.r dehberat.ons for nearly three weeks with equal prudence
and energy. They flrst. on the motion of the venerable Bishop
Rothe, framed an oath of association to be publicly taken by
all (he.r adherents, by the first part of which they were bound
to bear true faith and allegiance" to King Charles and hi«
awful successors, " to maintain the fundamental laws of Ire-
land, the free exercise of the Roman Catholic faith and reli-
gion, By the second part of this oafh all Confederate
Cathohcs-for so they wore to be called-as solemnly bound
themselves never to accept or submit to any peace " without
the consent and approbation of the general assemblv of the
said Confederate Catholics." They then proceeded to make
certain constitutions, declaring the war just and lawful • con-demnmg emulations and distinctions founded on distinctions
of race, such as " new" and " old Irish ;" ordaining an elective
council for each Province

; and a Supreme or National Coun-
c.l for tho whole kingdom

; condemning as excommunicate
all who should, having taken the oath, violate it, or who
should be guilty of murder, violence to persons, or plunder
under pretence of the war. Although the attendance of the
ay leaders of the movement at Kilkenny was far from general
the exigencies of the case compelled them to nominate, with
the concurrence of the Bishops, the first Supreme Council ofwhich Lord Montgarret was chosen President, and Mr
Richard Belling, an accomplished writer and lawyer, Secre*
tary. By this body a General Assembly of the entire Nationwas summoned to meet at the same city, on the 28a of October
fo lowmg-the anniversary of the Ulster rising, commonly
called by the English party " Lord Maguire's day " The
choice Of «,ch an occasion by men of Mountgarret's and
Belling s moderation and judgment, six months after thedate of the alleged "massacre," would form another proof
If any were now needed, that none of the alleged atrocities'
were yet associated with the memory of that particular davThe events of the five months, which intervened between
the adjournment of the National Syuod at the end of May
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