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d.>.coverc.l An,..r,o». !!„ „„, ,I,e fi,.„ „„,,„„.„, „f „,,„„, ^
knowledg,., wlK, e,„s.od tl,o A.Ian.ic, „n,l it Ls bo.h frivoluu, „,k1 „„f„ir
.J ..Item,,., „. s,„„o l„wc d„n., to rob I.i,,. ,( ,!,„ ,,o„„,. ,v|,i.|, u hi. j-.^,'
due. 1 ,.„e ,t ,s,

, ,„l, after i,i, first perilcs voy„.e, he .,eci,le„t,.llv hid-cdon one o the is a„d. in the G,.lf of Mexico, instead of „,,„„ tl„Ci,,.
Ian-, but .t . e.„„.iy true, that >,e MO. „„y_/„ „„,, ^ plonZ of

Zfn'TT.r""
"'"/"'"."«• «"'-» ^l>-'l"y '""owed, L amon,he li . of these ,vas Amencus Vespueius, a native of Florenee, who ol!

ta.n,;d honors uhieh p,-operly belonge.l to a,lumbus. Vvom l,i,„ the
<»nt,,,e,.treeeiv :,l,e,.ameofA„.erica. In justice to Cohtmbus it shouldhave been cailtnl Columbia.

InMay M;)7, John Cabot, an experienced Venetian navigator, with
h.s son Sebasfan, .sailed from Bristol with a commission from Henry VII
to ake possos,.,on of '^ Heathen lands, unknown to Christians." The ex

'

ped.t.on eon^sted of five ship., fitted out at the cost und charges of the
Cabot., and two caravels, victualled at the public expense, and freighted
by merchants of Br.stol and London, for the purpose of traffic. The
whole company consisted of 300 men. Sailing westwardly, they discov-
ered land on the 24th of June 1497. The land which they diLverod
IS genera ly.snppo.e<I to have been some portion of Nova Scotia. They
afterwards discovered an island, which is supposed to have been that whichnow bears the name of Newfoundland. Thence they .ailed westwardly,
reached the contment, and then coasting northwardly, they arrived at the
latitude of 7

o
„)'. They then altered their cou 'se and steered sou^h!wardly as far as that tract of country which has since been called Flori-da

1 hen- provisions failing, and a mutiny breaking out among the sailors
the Cabots returned, with the expedition to En-land.

Seventy-two years elapsed from the time ^hen this voyage was per-formed before the English made any attempt to follow up the Ilvantage^
^hich Cabot's discoveries had secured, by actual settlement. This sin-gular fact ,s accounted for by many unpropitious circumstances which at-ended t^ie reigns of Henry VII., Henry VHI., Edward VI., and Mary.Under t e re.gn of Elizabeth a spirit of enterprise was awakened, and
public attention was once more directed to the New World. In 1579Her Majesty granted to Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a patent for «

discover'mg, occupying and peopling heathen and barbarous countries" which
were not n, possession of other Christian people. He set sail from Ply-
mouth, in June 1583, with five ships, and 250 men ; and, after a voyage
of one month, arrived off the harbour of St John's, in Newfoundland. On
the 5th of August, he took formal possession of the island. He returned
to England without taking possession of any other part of America


