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which coimtry had revolted from his authority, his departure

was delayed by a terrible bereavement. This was the loss of

his beloved partner. It is supposed she died of the pesti-

lence that was then raging throughout Europe, as her decease

was heralded by an illness of but a few hours. Froissart says,

speaking of the occurrences in England, June 1394: "At
this period the lady Anne, queen of England, fell sick, to the

infinite distress of king Richard and all her household. Her

disorder increased so rapidly, that she departed this life at the

feast of Whitsuntide, 1394;. The king and all who loved her

were greatly afflicted at her death. King Richard was incon-

solable for her loss, as they mutually loved each other, having

been married young. This queen left »o issue, for she never

bore a child.'*

Anne of Bohemia died at her favourite palace of Shene

:

the king was with her when she expired. He had never

given her a rival; she appears to have possessed his whole

heart, which was rent by the most acute sorrow at the sudden

loss of his faithful partner, who was, in fact, his only friend.

In the frenzy of his grief, Richard imprecated the bitterest

curses on the place of her death ; and, unable to bear the

sight of the place where he had passed his only happy hours

with this beloved and virtuous queen, he ordered the palace

of Shene to be levelled with the ground.' The deep tone of

Richard's grief is apparent even in the summons sent by him

to the English peers, requiring their attendance, to do honour

to the magnificent obsequies he had prepared for his lost con-

sort. His letters on this occasion are in existence, and are

addressed to each of his barons in this style :

—

" VeBT BEAB and FAITHFUIi CoUSIN,'

" Inasmnch as our beloved companion, the queen, (whom God has hence com-

manded,) will be btiried at Westminster, on Monday the third of August next, wo
earnestly entreat that you (setting aside all excuses) will repmr to our city of

' The apartments where the queen died were actually dismantled, but Henry V.
restored them.

* The style ofthis circular will prove how much modern historians are mistaken

who declare that king Henry IV. first adopted that form of royal address which

terms all earls the king's cousins ; yet the authority is no less than that of

Blackstone. This circular of his predecessor was not confined to earls.
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