
If ^m^ PREFACE.

W« hare gtthend luch evidence u inducne a belief that America waa, an*

dantly, inhabited with partially civilized and agricultural nations, surpassing

in namben, its present population. This, we imagine, we prove, in the disco-

rery of thousands of the traits of tlie ancient operations of men over the entire

cultivated parts of the continent, in the forms and under the character of mounds

and fortifications, abounding particularly in the western regions.

We have also ventured conjectures respecting what natlt'ns, In some few in-

,rltancea,may have settled here ; also what may have become of them. We have

entered on an examination of kome of those works, and of some of the articles

. Hound on opening some few of their tumuli ; which wc have compared with

similar articles found in similar works in various parts of the other continents,

,, lilcpm which very curious results are ascertained. _ ^_ .. ^,.^ .^^j ^^
, fA» it i-espects some of the ancient nations who may have found their way

; hither, we perceive a strong probability, that not only Asiatic nations, very soon

. ai^er the flood, but that also, all aiong the different eras of time, different races

of men, as Polynesians, Malays, Australasians, Phusnicians, Egyptians, Greeks,

, Romaas, Israelites, Tartars, Scandinavians, Danes, ^'o^w^|Klaps, Wel(;)), and

Scotch, have colonized different parts of the continent.
f-

'We liave also attempted to show that America was peopled before the flood ;

that it was the country of Noah, and die place where the ark was erected.

,, The highly interesting subject oi American Antiquities, we are inclined to be-

. Jieve, is but just commencing to be developed. The immensity of countiy yet

.^yood the settlements of men, towards the Pacific, is yet to be explored by

, cultivation, when other evidences, and wider spread, will come to view, afford!*

ing, perhaps, more definite conclusions.

i As aids in maturing this volume, we have consulted the works of philosophers,

. hjatotians, tiavellers, geographers, and gazetteen, with miscellaneous notices on

^m^ iubject, as found in the periodicals of the day. The subject has proved aa

^ ^ifficult.as mysterious ; any disorder and inaccuracies, therpfpie, in point of in-

ferences which we have made, we beg may not become the subjects of the se-

. Yfrities of criticism.

. If, however, we should succeed in aw-akening a desire to a farther investiga-

|.Ju>n ofthis curious subject, and should have the singular happiness of securing

.mty degree of public respect, and of giving the subscriber an equivalent for his

: pfi|t|Ofkage, the utmost ol the desires of the autlior will bo realized. ^ , ;^^'
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