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WAK DKPAKTMENT.
SUKGEOy GENEHAL'S OFFICE.

\VasuiN(}Ton, JMarvh ;U, 1877.

CIRCULAR ORDERS, }

No. 1. ^

The attention of the Medical Officers of the Army is piirticu-

Inrly invited to the following comniunicatiun addressed to theui

by Assistant Surgeon Elliott Coues, U. S. Army.

It is ho|ied that their assistance and co-operation will be

cheerfully given for the reasons stated and in the manner indi-

4iated by J>r. CouBS.

By ordek of the Sukoeon General:
C. H. CKANE,

AsHiHtant Surgeon General, U. S. Army.

Okfick of U. S. Ok<ii.o«icai. a\i» ClKooiiArniCAL Si'Rvkv,

ffaxhintjton, U. C, March la, 1(?77.

To TiiK Mkdicai. Okkickh.h ok the Akmv:

Mmiical Otncera of tb« Army, and otbera whu may be iutui'eHteil iii the

iiiattt-r, are reHiK-ctfiilly aiul earneHtly invited to c<Mip«rate witb tbu iiader-

NJxiied in tbu pruparatiuu of a work entitled "Hiittofy of Xorth Jmnrkan Unuf
mah," Ut be publiabed by tbn Uoverumeut.

It iH now twenty yean since the last general work upon the Qiiadrupe«ls

of thisconntry appeared. The progress of our knowledge during this period

renders the demand for a new treatise imiierative. It is proposed to make
the forthcoming '^History" a standaril scientific treatise, covering the whole

ground, and fully exhibiting the present state of our knowledge of the sub-

ject. The plan of the work may be briefly indicated ; its scoi>e includes

—

1. The Clat«sification of North American Mammals according to the latest

and most approved views of leading tberologists, including diagnoses of

the orders, families, genera and species.

S. Tlie most acceptable Nomenclature of each species and variety, witb ex-

tensive Synonymy.
3. The elaborate technical Description of each species and variety, including

much anatomical detail, especially respecting the skull and teeth.

4. I'he Geographical Distribution of the species—an important matter, con-

cerning which much remains to be learned.

.'>. The " Life-histories " of the species, or an account, as full and completn

as it can l>e made, of their habitt. This is also a matter reqoiring niuuU

further study.

C. The Hibliography of the subject.
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