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This will crentlv rimplify tlu; voluiuo fVoui that portion which

has liorolufovc scut its trade to the Lako.y, whilo it will extend its

ari'a to srcitioiis horetoi'oro Iribiitary to other rniites. I'Ik; Koek

Island Railroad was the lirst to connect the hakes with the Mis-

sissippi, it was opened in Fe))rnary iSa-l, and has had a larue

iVeiu'lit trade IVoni that river. In tlio fall of IS;')!], I made a

journey from tin; Mi.--sissippi ai Hock Island West, IcSO miles to

Fi. di;$ Miiiiirs. 1 foiunl hut few peo[)Ie on the route, hut they

were lookin-;' lo the openini;; of iiailroads to (Ihicago as their

euur.-c of trade. And it may he remark e^l, that the Western

peoyile licnerally, for ol)\ ions '-jasons, ])refer the Lake route.

It will he conceded that the City of New \'ork is the principal

centre of American eoiiimerce, and the products of the West that

take tlie ^lisj-'issippi route, h:\ve, to a larji^e extent, to be carried

to New Vork for a market. And as the Lake route has the ad-

vantaii'c of more favoiiralde climate, it must be; preferred (^ven

with soni * increa,>e in thi; expense of transport.

The !^)l•k trade has heretofore been mostly contined to the

i-iver citii's. The Railroads will transfer the most of this to thf

Lake ports, and instead of Ciiicinnjitli and St. Louis hein<!; the

UTi';it ])ackin<;' establishments, we must lo()k' for them at Milwau-

kie. Chicajzo, Toledo, and ( i(n(-ian(l, I's the ij;reat eentr(>s oi"

j)aekinLi' for Pork and l>eef.

In his able report on the enlarp'od Liie Tanal for IS;');), W. J.

McVlpiiu;, FiSu., then Chief Knjrinfer of New York, shows that

the trade of tiie Mississippi, above the nioafli of tin; Ohio will be

directed to the Lakes.

Tlie diversion, b}' routes tiiat, must cross the Alleiihauy ranaf

vi' Mountains, caiuiot materially aftect the volunu* of Lake
commerce!.

The area of t!io teri'itory ti'ibutary to the comnn'ree of tl'..'

Lakes, and lyiiiu east of the Missouri Kiver, may be estimatml

at over ;5()0,U00 square luiles, and that west of the Missouri at

250,000 square miles. The latter is yet a wild I'rairic, ami
from its inland ])ositioii will only be able to send the nu)re val-

uable productions of Aiirieuhure to an Atlantic market. But it

has a fertile soil, and will he brouirht into cultivation, and must
eventually cimtribute larp;ely r(» swell the vohune of the Western
Tiakc romnieree. Of the ;)00,0O(> square miles (!ast of the Mis-

t^t.iuri not more than one-ei<rhth is noAV oceujjied bv settlement,

with this sparse population, and its sur]>lus produ<-tion to a lari-e

extent drawn to su" nly its larire intrress of new settlers; it fur-

nished in iSfio, an Kastern bouiul tonnage for the Krie Canal, u,s

before observed of 1 ,'JLJ,tjl)0 tons—and a western bouml tonnaue,

lia Erie Canal during the sfuue time o*' L'(j|,7r>2 tons. In the


