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country to an aBual alliance ; but tliey tranfmitted to America a treaty purely eventual

which was to receive pofitive and permanent force, upon the continuation of ho-

flile meafurcs and defigns, on the part of the Britifh miniftry towards America. It is

therefore the Britiih Miniftry again, who have given the ratification of force and cffedt, to

this eventual treaty of alliance, while the Americans feem, on the other hand, to have

been reluftant, to the very laft moment, to ftiut the door to reconciliation.

It is no fecret, that the court of France have aded a cold and unfriendly part to-

wards the Americans, till they had, by their own exertions eftablilhed their own caufe.

There are three millions of people in America as fully convinced of that propofition, as

the commilTioners themfelves, who call the Interpofition of France infidious. The fame

three millions of people are equally convinced, that there is no other unfurmountable ob-

flacle to a national reconciliation with Great Britain, but the fatal interpofition of a Britifh

Miniftry, more infidious than the court of France: and, lam confident, that of all the mil-

lions of people throughout the French dominions, without excepting the Minifter him-

felf who figned the eventual treaty, there is no one who is unapprized or unconvinced

of thefe truths. It is folly to fuppofe, that recent, reluftant and felf-interefted obliga-

tions, on the part of France, fhould take full and inftantaneous poffeffion, of the hearts and

afTei^ions of three millions of people in America, to the exclufion even of regret upon the

lofs of ancient hereditary connections and fraternal confanguinity. But there is no road left

open for a pacific interviewwhich might lead to reconcilement. There is a Britifh Miniftry

polTefling every avenue, and interpofing fire and fword. The catalogue of obligations

from the court of France towards America is yet but recent, and little more than a

blank. It is the Britifh Miniftry who, by every thought, word and adt, are labouring

to fill up the blanks of that catalogue. It was the continuation of the war againft Ame-
rica, after the oflfer of the conciliatory bills, which firft gave force and effedt to the eventual

alliance with France ; and therefore it is the farther profecution of the fame hoftile and

vindidive meafures on the part of the Minifters of this country, which alone can drive

America ftill clofer into the arms of France, and cement that alliance for ever.

In the whole condud of America, there is univerfally the mark of reludant neceffity.

If an alliance with France had been their original choice and preference, they need not

have concluded an eventual treaty. Obferve another incident upon the arrival of this

eventual treaty in America, which curforily may appear a triflfj light as air ; yet, to my
i'.idgmcnt, it bears the mark of deep impreflion—Monf.' Gerard, who attended on the

part of his own court, as the anxious candidate for this eventual alliance, introduces it

in terms denoting his triumphant fatisfadion : " The connedions formed by the king

" my mafter, with the United States of America, is fo agreeable to him, that he could

no longer delay fending me to refide among you, for the purpofe of cementing thofe

eventual engagements •w\i\chh?L\'Q2iC(]\\\xtA immediate, pofitive, permanent and indijjbluble

" force."—The Congrefs return their anfwer in terms of firmnefs and conftancy, but

nor jt triumph—" We lament that luft of domination which gave birth to the prefent

war.
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