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morials published to commemorate deeds of

bravery.

After the command brought down by Gen-
eral Merritt had been well rested and was
ready for another advance, it proceeded through
the mountains to WHiite River and the agency.

It was a beautiful bright morning in October
when we bade good-by to the rescued com-
mand under Captain Payne, whose faces were

turned towards home, while we marched south

to rescue the employes at the agency. The in-

fantry and wagon train marched on the road,

while the cavalry were well out on the flanks

and in advance. The white horses of B Troop,

5th Cavalry, could be seen npw and then wind-

ing along the crests of the hills on one side,

while the blacks of A Troop kept pace with

them on the other. No attack could have been
made on that column without due warning, and
the result was we crossed the high hills and
wound through canon after canon, reaching the

valley of White River and the agency without

hearing a shot or, to my knowledge, seeing an

Indian.

At the agency a horrible sight presented it-

self. Every building had been burned, the

bodies of all the male employes were stretched

upon the ground where they had been mur-

dered a few days before, and the women had
been carried off into a captivity worse than

death. After the dead had been buried, the

command went into camp on White River.

The Indians had taken to the mountains, and
in order to follow them it was necessary to

abandon wagon transportation and fit up pack
trains. AVhile these preparations were going
on, we had still another sad experience, and a
reminder that the Utes were still near us and
relentless enough to take any advantage pre-

senting itself. ,

A party under Lieutenant Hall, regimental

quartermaster, was sent out to reconnoiter and
look for a trail across the mountains from
White River to Clrand River. With this party

was Lieutenant William Bayard Weir, of the

Ordnance Department, and his sergeant,

Humme. Weir went out as a volunteer to ac-

company Hall, and to hunt. As the party were
riding along on the trail, a small herd of deer
was discovered off to the left in a ravine. Weir
and Humme went after them, while Hall kept
on to the front. He had not gone far, however,
before he saw fresli Indian signs, and soon af-

terwards heard sliarp firing to his left and rear.

On turning back to ascertain the cause and
to help Weir if he should be in trouble, he was
fired upon himself, and discovered that he was
surrounded by Indians. He covered his party

as quickly as possible in the dry bed of a stream
near at hand, and kejjt the Indians off until

after dark. Then riding into camp he first

discovered that Weir had not come in, and
reported that he was probably killed. The
battalion of the 5th Cavalry was turned out at

once, and, as it was 10 p. m., we had an all-


