
6

ColuniMii or the Straits of Fur.a. In Mnrli, 177H,
lie arnliorcd in Nootku Honixl, and tave it tlir

name "f Kin;^ Cicor^'c'H Moniul; but IMootKa wan
tlw: naiHo j,'iv(n U> it liy llic nalivii.s, and it liaH ever
Mince liDi'MC lliat nana', llv di.scovci'i >] many ulrn-
f.;is of iron and lirass, and al.so two silvi'r kiidohh,

of .Spanisli nianiilactun;, in tlic posscs^sion of tlic

natives—sliDwin;; ( liarly tliat ilicy liad befijre Lt(;n

visiti'd l)y the Siianianla.

(Jajitain (Utuk, c.oiitinnini; lii.s voya;;;f! norlli,

t^nw iVioniil San .iac.intu, winch iiad [h\a\ named
four yearH liefoie l)y lJud('i;a; saw iMount St. Eii-

fts, anil, pu.siiinf:; hi.s V(>ya;,'c iiortli, pa.s.scd into

the Arctic occum. lie afterwards vi.sited Owyliee,
wlu're, on tiie Kjlh of i'tbruary, he fell a victim

to llie natives.

It is elaimed hy thr; I'ritish minister, Mr. Pak-
cnham, that ( 'ajiiain Uirln ley, a IJriliah suliject, iti

ft vessel nndt.'r Austrian co.ois, discovered the

Straits of l''uca in 17M7, when it will he remem-
bered that Ji'an de l''ui'a made the same discov(;ry

in 15'.(:;i—liems^ I"-' years [irevious; and that Cap-
tain Dinii'ai, in the year 17fi7, (~iilen:d the straits

iind trad«:i with the naiivts at the vUla^o of ('las-

net; luid also that John INleares visited IS'(a)tka

unund in 17H.H, four y( ars al'ier it iiad been visit-

ed and taken possession of by I'crez. John
Meares wa;i a beiUenaiit in the British navy (jn

ludf pay. The l^'elicc, of which he was su)iei-

rarf^o.and the Iphii^enia, of which William Dou;;-
las.s was snpcrcarp), were litled out at the l'oi-tu-

guese port of Macao. Uotli were I'ortuiruese ves-

sels, ami ()stensil)ly commanded by Portuf^iiese

captains, sailed under the I'ortufjucse flap;, and had
passpcn-is and other papii's showing; that the ves-

sels were the property of Juan Cuvallo, a Poitu-
guese merchant of JMai'ao.

If there had been any virtue in the di.scovery of
Berkeley, it would have belouijed to Austria, in

whose service he was; or if there liad been any
merit in the discoveries of Mean's, they would
have eimrcd to the beiiefil of l'ortuj,Ml. If Meares
had attempted to navii;atc the North Pacific ocean
«a a IJrilish oliicer, his vessel would have been
subject to seizure, and his otficers and crew to pun-
isiiment, as they had no license from the South
fciia or East India companies. Whether lie be re-

garded , therefore, as a British subject, sailiiif^ un-
der false colors, or as in the employment of (*a-

vallo,the Portu:;iiese merchant, ho could not claim
any protection from the British Government, or

confer upon her any rights resulting from liis dis-

coveries,

Diirimr ail this period of time, it will be seen by
refereiu^e to history that Great Britain had made
no settlement whatever on the northwest coast
of America; that she discovered no portion of
the coast which ha 1 not been previously discov-
ered by .Si)ain; and that Spain held the undisputed
title to it up to 171)0, when John Meares called on
the British Government to aid him. Had Great
Britain possessed the same title that Spain did, can
tliere be a doubt that she would have claimed and
held the whole i'acific coast from Panama to Beh-
rinji;'s straits?

It will be remembered, that when Great Britain

planted her colonics on the Atlantic, she claimed,
oa the ground of continuity and contiguity of ter-
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riiory, liial her ii;{lit of soil cMrnded from the At-
lantic to the I'acitic. ocum. The I-'reiicli Ciovern-

nieiit discovered and explored the Mihsissijijii and
other iiibiitary sin anis, anti made siMtli iiients aloiifr

their valleys. A dispute arose betweiii I'!iif;land

and France in rej,'ard to their lerritcn'ial ri^ht.>*,and

they went to war.
The treaty of Parix, concluded on the lOih of

I''ebriiaiy, i7(IU, settled the bouiidary betv.cen

tho.se t\Mi iiaiioiis; and so much of the 7th ejection

as relates th(;relo is in these words:
" In onhr to le-i sialdish peace on solid aiui dnra-

' ble foundations, and to remove l'or(;ver all .-u'.jeela

' of dispute with regard to the limits of the Brui.sh
' and h'tench lerrit(Mi(N on the contiia lit of Anicri-
' ea, it is ai;i' i d that foi' the future the coi/fuies Le-
' tween the dominions of his llritaiinic Maj( sly and
' those of his mn.st (,'hiisliaii Maj(siy, in that part
' of the world, shall be fixed irrevocably by a line

' drawn alonj; the middle of the riv( r Missi.sippi,
' from its source to the rive r llarville, and thence,
' by a line draw n aionj; the middle of this river, and
' the lakes Maurepas and Poiitchai train, to the
* sea.

"

By this ireaiy (ireat Brilain obtained tin.' Cana-
das, I'loi ida, and a |i(ntioii oI'Louisiaiia; she parted

with all her claims west of the Mis.-issij)|ii. received

the full la iielit (if ihe doctrine of ciMitiiaiiiy, and is

therefore estop|ied now from d( nyin^ the princiiile.

L'v the treaty of Louisiana, dated on the .'{(Jin of

April, ISuy, we succt (;de.d to all the ri;;hts which
l''rance acipiiK d under the tnatyof 17(j.'!,and have
the full beiiefu of the doctrine of coniinuiiy, as

l!n;;lai!d once had to any country lyin^ we.>t ol'the

Mississijipi, to w lii<'li she had claims.

IS'ow 1 w ill examine very brielly the title which
we have to that territory in our own projier ri;;ht,

<;rowini;oul of discoveries and settlements by this

Goveri.na.'nt and its citizens.

In June, 17!nl), Captain Robert Gray, of Boston,
explored the easiein coast of Clueen Charlotte's

island. In the sunnner of 171)1, he visited the coast

of the north Pacific, between .')4" and Gt)° of iiortli

latitude. Ill May, 17'J~, he discovered Bnlfnieh's

harbor; and on the 11th of that month lie enteicd

the mouth of llic Columbia river, which Heceta
could not do when he made the ;ittempt in 1775;

;iiid both Meares and Vancouver, after examina-
tion, denied the existence of sucli a river. The
tributaries of tliis river drain the territory of Ore-
^'on as far north a.s the ,'J3d parallel of latitude.

In 1804-5, an exjjedition was made under our CJov-

ernment by Lewis and Clarke, who visited and
minutely exjilored that country. In ISll, settle-

ments were miuh; by the American Company at

Astoria, near the mouth of the Columbia river, at

Okcntj;aii, six hundred mili:s above, anil at Spo-
kan,some lifty miles further up. Tlu'y were cap-

tured by Great Britain during the wtn'of lbl2, and
were restored under the treaty of Ghent, the fiih

day of October, IttlS. It cannot be successfully

contended that the surrender did not n'store to ua
all the country of which we were divested by the

capture, for the latter was comniensurnte witli tiie

former act. We, therelore, iuc entitled to the Co-
lumbia river and the country drained by it, because
we were the fust to discover, explore, and settle it.

Uniting as we do the title of Spain, wlio, Jjy dia-


