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For I liavA abnndaiit (iroofi of the incon)|iatil)ility of their

conduct with tho rights and peace of thr Uiiitt'd btateii.

In the Execulivu Mcnaaijc of thu 'Jlid December, it it

tuld UD, in addition to Moait< utiit.'r facts

.

"Tho Hudion'ii H.iy C(iiii|i(iny have ulioHevernl depotH, »itu-

Blod on wutorcniirni'i*, in thn iiitnrior iil' (ho rouiitry i iho prin-
cipal one in ul Foit Vuricimvrr, on ihc norihcrii b ink of tho
t'uluinbia river, qI.oiU einhly or oiio hundred miles from ill

njoulh. It iii known, by inlorinalion roorntly nblnincd, that the

Eiixli^ji conipiiny huvc u RloriinljDat on this rivur, mid thut they
have a SHW-ruill, and iiru cutiin)( tinibor on liic teriilory ciaiuiiul

by (he Uiiiiod Siaten, and ore ithipping it in conaiderablc qiiun-

tities to tho P'ndwicii lalanda,"

The Presiucnl did not see fit to communicate the parti-

culars of tho " infoiniation recently obtaiiit-d ;" but we
reach these by tho memorial from Mr. William A. Slacum,
thu a({ent employed by the Government to obtain informa-
tion concerning; the settlements in the Orcfroii, which me-
morial was presented to the Senate on the I8th Decembei,
1837, in aid of a claim preferred by Mr. Slacum. This do-

cument exhibits in detail the farts tiiat the Hudson's Bay
Company have a military post on the Columbia ; that they

•upply munitions of war to the Indians; that they seek to

alienate the Indiana from us; and thut they occupy tho

country as if it were theirs: illustrating, also, the great

value and importance of that country, as well tor itself, as

for its uses in the trade of the Pacific seas. It exhibits a

fact, also, which I commend to the notice of Mr. O'Con-
nell, who heaps such unmeasured invective on the People
of this country because of the existence of slavery in a
portion of the United States ; namely, that, while Great
Britain is applauding herself on the emancipation of the
African race in her West India Colonies, the Hudson's
Bay Company is introducing a new form of slavery in the

Northwest, by npplyini; it extensively to the American In-

diana. That this abuse is practised by the Hudson's Bay
Company cannot excuse the British Government, any more
than the'perpet ration of similar and worse abuses in Asia
hy tho East India Company.
There is, in the document before me, (Sen. Doc. 1628-'9,

No. 67,) a great body of evidence similar to that of Mnjor
Pilcher, which I have quoted, consisting of letters of Gen.
Ashley, W. L. Sublette, Mr. Astor, Gen. William Clark,

Gen. Cass. &c. showing how fatal the influence of the

Hudson's Bay Company is to our own free trade. I will

read an extract from one of these letters, (that of Mr. Cam-
brcleng,) with his consent. This totter, addressed to Mr.
Benton, and dated January 12, 1829, says :

" I have in my possession the actual returns ofthe furs col-

lected by the Hudson's Bay Company fur the year 1823, which,

according to a vnluation made by one who has a thorough know-
ledge of the trade, amount to 8S94,879 85. The shares of ihat

company have increased from £60, or 40 per cent, below par,

to jC240 sterling, or HO per cent, above par. The business of

the company has continued to increase at tlie rate of from 60

to $100,000 annually. The prosperous condition ofthe Hudson's

Bay Company may be attributed, iti some measure, to tho ad-

vantages enjoyed by the British traders, who procure their ma-
nufactures without duty, while the American traders pay 40 per

cent, und upwards ; and who can send their furs to the Ameri-
can market, while our traders pay a duty in tho British market.

But the most important advantage enjoyed by the Hudson's Bay
Company is the admirable harbor at liic mouth of thu Columbia,

vrhicli we virtually and unfortunately granted them by ourtrea-

ty of 1818. That settlement atthe mouth of the Columbia river

IS now the centre of an immense trade in furs, and, unless we
take some step to place our traders on an equal footing with the

British, and secure to the former the privilege of trading in

safety within our own dominions at least, our Indian tiade must
decline, and we must make up our minds to surrender the whole

Indian country to Groat Britain."

This gri«)vance, the injurious influence of the Hudson's
Bay Company upon our fur trade in and about tho Rocky
Mountains, on both sides of them, has been earnestly re-

presented to Congress by the Legislature of Missouri, as

well as in the communications of the individuals above
mentioned. It is fblly disclosed, also, in Washington li-

ving's Astoria. He says, with particular reference to the

Oregon Territory

;

" 111 our liondii, bcaiJa the lovinff bamls uf trappers JompiJ
trader.'*, Ihn country would huw^ bcuii tixplou'd an I Rclllcd apircf
industrioUH liu><banduien ; imd llic fcri.ili' viillfv" lioiilcrii^ siTdiJ
rivcrH, iiiKJ MJiut up uinoii^ ilN niountuiim, won'd hiive bren '"'nrreiii
to pour forth their agricultural tieunurcs to contribute to the K':.-, ,i|

irul weolth.
hiu is I" In riiprct to cointncrcc, wo should have had a lino d 'T'- ?j i

'
ii>X pogtH from tho MittiiRoippi and llio Misnouri acroniihu Korl'lUCIi

Mountuiiis, loriniiig a high-road from 'he greiit region* of I'^y '*!

Wfstto tin; Bhoresof thu Pacific. We Klioiild liavc had a fui lei,

hed post ami [)nrt at the mouth of the C'olumbiu, coiiinwindir aing

the tradu uf lliil river and its tributaries, und jfii vvidu cxiiJoOipal

of country ond seuroail, carrying on an active and [irolituljlitt, itJ
cuintnerco with the Sandwich Isl.ind.i, nnd a direct and frequt'lfgat

coiniiumication with China."—(Astoria, vol. 2.) If thj

Mr. Irving also justly condemns tho conduct of our Gaave ad

vernment in leaving this matter so long unsettled, nntrpri8e|

says

:

Arecr

" Kvery year this litigated claim is growing into importanc.'iUon

There i^ no pride lo jeitlousand irritable as the pridn of terrii ••OCiaa

ry. rts one -vavc jf emigration alter another rolls into tiie viih* neil

region of the Wen, and our settlements stretch towards tl.slM ml
Rocky Mountains, tho eager eyes of our pioneers will pry beh« CoaJ

yoiid, and they will brcoiiio impatient of any barrier or inipediortjessj

inoiit in the way of what they consider a grond outlet of uui en.^ tvcrj
pire. Should any circumstance, therefore, unfortunately occiig|npj^1

to disturb the present harmony of the two nations, this ill-aJnj ^^^gl

justed quoslion, which now lies dormant, may suddenly slatyj^^ A
upintooneofbelligerant import, and Florida become ^be watrls J^^j

word in a contest for dominion on the shores of the Pacific."- -.
(Astoria, vol. 2.)

«|JJ-j;
Mr. Irving rci-srs to the subject in a later work of h'ojindo^l

(thenarrative of Captain Bonneville'sexptdition,) in whid^^j je„
he exhibits the value of the fur trade and fisheries, an4[^Q,|jj^|

the agricultural capabilities of the Oregon Territory; an>vaters.
upon the political question says : y^gi gf

" Though the [Hudson's Bay] Companv, by treaty, have islands,

right to a participation only in the trade of these regions, [be-jjoode,

yond the Rocky Mountains,] and are, in , but tenants in suf-,™ I^jJ
ferance ; yet have they quietly availed themselves of the origi,^j,,g

^jj,

nal oversight, and subsequent supinencss of the American Gov-j^jj^jg

ernmeiit to establish a monopoly of the trade of the river ['^c.QW.jt
|

lumbia] and its dependencies ; and are adroitly P'""'^*^'!'"^ ",„„_ j
fortify ihcmrelves in their usurpation, by securing all tho strong'"" ?

points of the country. "** ^
-^

" Nor is it likely the latter [the American traders] wifl evef'SOn*

be able to maintain any footing in the land, until the question oi'»hwe tii

territoriol right is adjusted between the two countries. Tliciffeet on

sorter that takes place, the better. It is a question too serious traeilU

national pride, if not to national interest, to bo slurred over ; anciitdiffere

every year is adding to the difficulties which environ it. m to m
"The resources of the country in tho hands ofAmerica, eti-nto tith

joying a direct trade with the East Indies, would be brought in- gj, j

to quickening activity, and might soon realize the dream of Mi.,gyj„'pg

Astor, in giving rise to a flourishing com'uercial empire."—
^j^j ^^^^

Rocky Mountains, tol. 2.) >h»sical

The convention of 1818 is any thing but reciprocal ii^sminent

its actual operation. Not only diil it give the use of thcjerity a
river Columbia to Great Britain, we getting nothing in re- and cat

turn—not only did it enable the British traders to intro-jerpow

duce goods into the interior of the continent free of duty sation i

those of our traders having paid duty, and so to undersell jueit

;

U8 in all trade with the Indians—but, in addition to all and an
this, under cover of the convention, the British dag do WWlst
minates over the whole country ; and at Fort Vancouver, ient» h

about one hundred miles up the river, is a regular military >thn c

post, a fixed establishment of several hundred persons tre not

Can the U-ited States send and establish a military post on M,. i

the Columbia, without giving notice of the termination of ion of,

the convention? I suppse there may be gentlemen who t hat <

will say we cannot. And yet Great Britain has done this, ["he oj

without giving notice to us. Am I to be told that the •onfine

Hudson's Bay Company has done this, and not the Go- rappin

vernment 1 I reply, that the British Government cannot nto, if

antl shall not separate itself from the acts of this Com- \^fj hi

fany. That game England played long ago in the East he Itic

ndies, conquering millions after millions there, and throw- indgca

ing all the Wame of the fraud and violence by which the ,th||r v

conquests w^re gained upon the servants of the East India ag iie

^'Js>


