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THE COMMERCIAL OUTLOOK.

'llic alniobt egtire absence of failures in the
lumber trade is proof oh' the prosperous condition
of' the iîiduslry. Tlic average business is being
conducted at a profit and should at the close cf
this year ;îgain show a balance o3) the right
side. Tfli iîîaking of' large profits, howvever, bas
been renderd miore dihlicult, if tiot impossible,
b>' the increase igi the. cost of stunipage and of'
logging. A fcw >'ca£s of' prosperiîy wvcre due

the lumnbernicai oh' Caniada, and if the present
gon)d limes shîotld conîtinue for sonie years Yet,
tbey would briaîg but a deserved reward for the
miany >-ears w-len luiniber barel>' brougbt the
cost oh' production and miore than crie businecss
concern was forccd mbt bankruptcy.

WVhat shaîl be the trend oh' commnercial events
in Canada during tie next few vears is a
question tliat is nînicli disctgssed. Sonie predict
that tire lîciglît of pros;perity bas already been
passed aîd thata graduaI falling off ini business
inay lue cxpected. Thie niagnificcrit shiowing
muade last îîiomitl by tlîc export anid import re-
ttîrns does îlot isidic.ate such a restaIt. Inquiries

mide oh' nîaaîhacttmcrs oh' niachinery reveal a
lîcalîi>' conidition oh' tlande. Somne oh' the larg-
est niatntif.tcturers haeorders on band wliicb
wtill take thic hulk oh' tlicir output for twelt'e
nionîlîs to corne. Tlis ttogad seein 10 imîdicate
confidenice on tie part oh tic people, for if they
heliet-ed a wvave oh' depresicumi tt'as on Uic road,
wliiiel wotild certatirll>' hringz %villa it lower prices
for protîncîs oh' aIl kigid%, they' %ould siot place
orders at tic prices of' to-day.

-'In lianes oh' peace îîrepare for tvar " is.good

.îdvice. Periods of depressionm will doubtless
lbc experiemiced, aand il nî:sy bc îanwi%c to be tot.
optiiiiistic in respect to et'cn the gîcar h'utt.rc.
Nct'ertlielcss, it seegis. extrenîcît' douhîlful tIiaI

we shali again wittness in thc sanie degree the
Stagnation to tracte whiich charactcrized the
early ninjetie%, for the deelopiicnt of the re-
sources cf Canadat lias only commenced.

The breachi bctween capital and labor lias

scemed to ividen wvith tic better tinies, for in

no year, perhaps, lias the business of the

country been more disturbed by strikes.

Doubtless Uie eniployces have not always been

at fault, but on Uie other hand there have bcen
mlany instances whcre labor lias nmade unjusti-
fiable dcmatnds. If the aggresiveness of labor

orgaiiations is to conltinue, wc sec in it one of
the surest signs of the return to tie liard tiies
and over-stocked labor market of ten vears
ago.

TREATMENT 0F TIMBER.

Tlîc hope of anr ample tunber suipply for fu-

ture generations lies largely in the cdutcation
of the people to tie incce.ssity of pre-serving aîid
protecting the standing trees. It is not alozîc

in tiis respect, however, thiat wc cati foster our
supply, for Uic treatnient of tinber iii a mari-
ner to prolong itb life is a rnost imîportant
a*gcncy towards perpetuation. So far iii this
country very little thought bas been given to
any artificialt method of' timber prescrvation,
owing to a lack of recogîîitio i of' its ncceqbity.

To Dr. Martin Murphy, of Halifax, N. S.,
belongs tic credit of' endeavoritig to awakcn
the iîîtcrest of Camiadians in the subject. Iii
his, presidential address before the Catîadiaiî
Society of Civil Engineers, he presents sorte
statemneîts tvhiclî show that it is most exped-
ient to prolong the !ifé of railway lies, wvharf
piling anîd other timber by means of creosote
or other similar material.

The average life of a railway tie ini Europe
is abouz twenty.four years, wvhile that of a
spruce or hcmlock tie in this country is frorn
eight to tcn years. In Europe tlie ties are
treaied by creosote, which :tpparently doubles
their lire. It would seemn to he a fallacy to
consider that the tics tiscd in this country could
flot be effectively treated in a sinîilar mariner,
thus effectimig a ver>' large saving in tie con-
suimption of timhcr.

Dr. Scheîîick, of' Uic United States Bureau of'
Fores">', is also anl advocatc of' fle scasoning
and creosotiîîg of tignber. The main tdvan-
tages of' seasoning aire that, tic timber lasts
longer, since the wvater iii green tunber is
necessar>' to the lufe of decay-producing fuugi;
tlîat it greatly increases the cffccîiveness of'
the preservative treatîinent, and Iliat by re-
ducing the wcight of timber il causes a corres-
ponding saving in freight.

An interestirig fart, recentl>' discot'ered, is
that high grade tumber, such as whiite piste or
oak, is flot so readily penctrated by thc pre-
servative fluid as is tumber of poorer quality.
This is due to its greater dcnsity.

Reverting again t0 Dr. MNIrpby's addrcss,
hc point-, out the nied oh' large plants aloiig
our coasts ror crcosotingr leavy tituîber. The
cost, lie adnuits, %vould iot bc wvarraîîîcd by
tic anîourît paid annuall>' for inîported crco-
soted tumber, lbut would bc !>avcd manv tinies
ovcr by tic co%,t of' rciîcwals, whicli would bc
grcally reduccdi by tic aîpplicationi of' creosote.

The subjcct seenîs to bc of' sufficient import-

ance to receive consideration at the lîands of'
tie (iovcrnmcîît, whlo in our opinion bhould
uindertake experimental testb wvith al vietv to
convinciiîg the public of tie benefits to be de-
rit'ed frorn the artificial treatmemît of' tuber.

BOARD MEASURE.
One miglit reasonabl>' suppose tiat a terni

that is so uiîiversally used by the lunîber trade
as is "board me-asure" is eritirely free frorn
anîbiguit>' as tu ils meaning. It is oril>
zîccessar>' to obtaizi the opinions of' a h'ct
persoris to find t,~ 't that its real significat i.s
b>' no nîcans clearl> uîîderstood. It lias been
tie subject of litigation on nmore tlian one
occasion, and it is dciubtfut wvheiher the nîcan-
ing of the terni iii ail its applicationis lias yet
been clearly defined.

Board measure is based on -,a square fout
12xi2 inclies b>' one inch iii îlickness.
Material thicker tîan one inîch is reduced to
the inch hasis. Thus a board twvelve feet
long, twelve inches tvide and one and one-
haîf inchies tbick tvould contain eighteen feet
board nieasure. The accuracy of' the methiod
by îvhich the above result i:, obtained is un-
questioned. The proper measu renient of pieces
less than an inch in thickncss, howvever, brings
up the question upon wliich opiniion is
divided. B>' sonie it is coritended that £10

allowance is to be muade for the dleficiene>'
wvlere a board is less than ant inîch in îlîickness,
that is, that a board ttvelve feet long and
twelve inches wvîde contains twelve ecet board
measure even if on>' one-haîf inch thiick. The
Anuerican Lumberman holds this vietv, at tlie
s-aine trne pointing out that it "as an incon-
sistency of the board measure systeni that is
misundcrstood. On the oather hand, sca great an
authority as Mr. W. B. Mersiion, o! Sagimiaw,
claimis that lumber thinner than 13-16, whlich
is the thinriest standard for dressed inch, must
be taken as surface measurement, the price
being based on so much a tlîousand feet sur-
face mieasure, regardless of' the board measure.
He argues that if lumber ý6 or 4_or ý
inch thick coutîted for inch stock, a per-
son could buy onie thousaîîd feet board
rneasure of' î3/-iîicli luniber, resaw it witli a
fine csaw and leaa'c it nearly 5.a-inclî iliick,
and lie wvould at once produce r,6oo fiet board
mneasure. MNr. Christadoro, the author of a
,vell-knion box reckoner, agrecs witi Mr.
Mershon's contention.

Eveti at this lale date it wvould scemn ver>'
desirable that a proper deternuination of the
lerrn "board measure" should be ni: de by
sonie high tribunal, for as niatters riow stand
thc trade are boath le accept cither of the
existing d'efinitions.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
Dr. J. F. Wilson, Secretar>' of the National

Nut Growers' Association of the Unitcd States,
bas cnnteibutcd 10 the Nut-Grower ani excccd-
ingly tiniely article entitled -NuL Trees for
Tinîber." Dr. Wilson points out that the
hickory, chestnut and wvalnut trecs are very
valuable for their turber, andi will iiîcidcntally
produce a by-product iii the nuls grown, thus
making snch plantation a profitable invebtnicnt
years before its niaturit>' for lumber. Tlîe
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