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MEMOIR OF DR. BATEMAN.

[Thig Memoir appeared fiest in & lrighly re-
-~table’ periodical publication. It'was after-
-»ds printed ar private circulatton, and has
-2~ heen published with an Appendix, con-
‘sing some ohjections, to which judicinus an-
e'3 are given.—The interesting nature of
in paper, aud its highly useful tendency, must
-ad our apelogy fer thus putting mto the hands
sot ¢ of our readers what no doubt many have
oty seen.]—London Magazine.

The late Dr Bateman settled in Londan soon
ot his gradustion at Edinburgh in the year
JI; and his prolessional ments bemg very
* ——atrable, he was speedly clected Physician
two public institutions—a large Dispensary,
+ the House of Recovery for Fever.

In the summer of 1815 his héalth Legan to
cline, and in the following year a complamt

his eyes came on, which thrcatened loss of

Mt, and precluded im from all his accustomed
_rces of occupation and amusement  Under
.o circumatances, the writer of this Memoir
same his constant cotnpanion and attendant,
_ for four yeara had the misery of witnessing
total estrangement from God and religion,
- health continuing to decline, he left London
1819, with an intention of trying the cffect of
olphurous water at Middleton, 1n 1he county
Durham, on his delnihitated eonstitution  He
_taken ill on the road, and with difficully
ched a village near Beverley, in Yorkshire:
«re he was obliged to remain during the fol-
-ing winter; anu finding, atlength, that lus
Jth required the sacrifice, he finally deter-
_ad not to attempt returning to London. He
_ for some time been subject to attacks of the
_- glarming nervousilangour, during which he
_ thought by all around him, as by himself,
be dying; and these now returned upon him
—inuslly, especially after using the least bodily
-nion,
It was on Sunday the Sth of April that he
. spoke to me about religion. He had pass-
the whole of the day in a state of extraordi-
.7 suffering, from ianguor, and a variety of

nervous foelings, which he always said it wasthe Spirt of God, for they are foolishucss unto

impossible to doxcribe,farther than that thuy wore hun: nether can he know them, because they

mcenccivably painful and distressing; & he went are spintually discerned.” 1 Cor. it 14.

to bed ut night with a firm persuasion that he  For two or three days he showed increasing

anould never again quit it; and, w fact, he did interest i the subject of roligion; and | read to
zonfine himsel® to it fur the fllawing three lum continually the scriptures, and other books
weeks, from the mere apprehension of the con which scemed to me best ealculated to give him
sequences of exertion  Religion was a sul jeet the information’he thirsted for. When I went
which, for invny reusons, hud never been dis into ns room a few mornings after, ho sad,
cussed between us.  'Thovab the teasur of Ina « [t quite impossible to describe to you the
life hud made me butjtoo well acquamted withthe change which has taken placo . my mwd. 1
stato of his mind, fie had aiasys avoided any de- feelas if a new world was opened tome, and all
claration of his apinions knewing the pan it wondd the mtesests and pursusts of this have fuded 1ato
give me to hear them  ffe was halatualiy find nothing 1n comparison with it.  They scem so
of argument, and skilled in it; aud Tknew that wean, and paltry, and nsignilicant, that my
[ was quite incompetent to argue with lum 1 wladaess. in living so long immersed in  them,
vénsidered too thut the halut of disputing in and devated to them, is quite inconcervable and
favour of any opinion, unly setves, w generul, astomslung to myself.” ie ofien expressed in
to rivetit more firmly in the mind; mea com ‘the strongest terms, and with many tears, his
monly finding their own arguments  mare deepicpentance, and his abhorrence of hunself
convineing than these of their adversanies  And faz lus tormer sinful hfe & rebellion agawst God;
atove all, § knew that this wasa case tn which tthe scemed to have from the first socleara
mare argumoent must olways be insufiirer,—for | ew of the all sufficiency of the Saviour’s atone-
«itis with the heart that man beleveth vato aentand of the Christian schetne of salvation, as
righteousness > and iz mnst, if net all, casex ! rreed bun ot once from that distrust of forgiveness
scepticizm, the wilf and the affections reed G windi 3 so apt to affhict persons at the firstjaight
e set night even mora than the understandmg f their sias,and of the purity and hahiness of tlim
and upnn these, argument can have nonufivence  with whom they have to “do.” The self-
—On the cvening of the day  have mentiomd  asing views which he entertained of himselr
I)r. Bateman had been expressing 1o e his uecessunly enhonced bis sense of the pardoning
conviction that he could not hive much lorger. love and mercy of God in Clirist Jesus, thus
and complaimng of the dreadful nervous sensn uratiously eatended to him; and which he felt so
tions which continually haras<cd hun; pud thes <trongly, that he was filled with the livelieet
he added, ** But all these sufferings are & ju~t’emaotions of gratitude and juy, and in this happy

punishuent for iy long scepticism, and neglect state continued (or several days.

of God und seligion ?  This fed to a couversa-! e sonn, however, experienced an sfflicting
tion, in the course of which he observed, that reverse of feeling.  Oue evening [ left him to
medical mea were very generally sceptical; and vt a near relative, at that ime confined to her
that the mschiel arose {rom what he consdered jroom in a precarious state of health; and his
a natural tendeoey cof some of their studies to'mother, who had been in ettendence upon him,
lead to matenialism. 1 replied, that the mischief jiook my place st the bed-side of her son. Dr.

4

appeared to me to orizinate rather in their'neglect
to exatmne ate the evidences of the truth of the
Bible as an actual revelation from God: because if
a firm conviction of that were nnce established,
the authority ofthe scriptures must be paramount
and the tendency of all inferior studies, in oppo-
sition to their declarations, could have no wetght

He said he believed T wags right, and that lLe
had v fact been mtending 1o exam:ne fully into
the subject, whea the complaint in his ey cs came
on, and shut hun out from reading.  Our conver

sation ended in his perwmiiting me to read to lum
the first of Scott’s ¢ Essay on the most impor-

tant Subjects in Recligion,” which treats of
“The Divize luspiration of the Scriptures »
He Jistened with intense earnestness; and when
it wns concluded, exclaimed, ¢ This is denton-
stration! complete demonstration!” {le then
arked me to read to him the account givenn the
New Testament of the resurreclion of our
Saviour; which I did from all the four Evange-
lists. Iread also many other passages of scrip-

Bateman told her, that I had been reading to
him vanious detached portions of scuiplure, and
that he now wished to hearthe New Testament
read regularly through from the beginning.  She
~ansequently began to read and had proceeded
us fur us the tenth chapter of St. Matthew,
when he suddenly exelaimed, that he could not
believe in the miracles of the Saviour, and that
iherefore he must porish for ever. This wug-
gestion of his spiritual cnemy threw him iotoa
<tgte of the most dreadful anguish, and 1 was
immedintely sent for to hisbed-stde. On my
arrival he had become a little more composed
but was stifl in great agitation; and was praying
0 agony to be saved, and nat to be given up te
this dreadiul state of unbelicf.  To comfost his
mind, we said what we could from gcripture,
and from the expenence ofvther Christians: snd
he was a little relieved by hearing some pas-
sages {roin an Essay in the volume before men-
tioned. ¢¢ Og the Warfate and Experience of
Believers;” findiag that his was not, as he hau

ture, with some of which he was extremely
struck; especizlly with that declaration, that
‘“the natutal man receiveth not the things of

supposed, a case of new occurrence; but that the
author of that work war already ac&uinted with

ifi,qulom:, and augured favourably of them,
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