
8s] TH F BIT IS H-A MBE
maxim is, « no man cankbe judge in
his own caufe." The ftreets are nar-
row, and the buildings low and ine-
legant,. without any one thing to re-
commend them to the obfervation of
the curious, being built more for con-
-venience and accommodation than for
beauty or fymmetry.

.On the fummit above the town,
Fort Tôwifha4;displays its ramparts
and baftions. The Governor's houfe,
the barrackg, ûore«houfes, and maga-
zine, forma fquare within it. From
this fpot the view is truly romantic ;
the entrance of ,the harbour, the Nar-
rows bounded.oneach fide by ;nun-
tains, and its bofom c.overed with
fmall craft pa0ing and repafing in
various direions, the town beneath,
and the furrounding country above,
beautifuly diverfifed with lakes and
the green verd-uire, open to the fpeç-
tator a highly pidurefque fcene,.

From Fort Townlhend there is a
road leading over the B;rrepis to Fort
William, which commands in a pow-
erful manner the Narrows and the
harbour, and which would prove viery
defnrudive to an enemy that might be
hardy enough to difregard its threats.
From hence you proceed by an cafy
afcent to Signal Hill, the fummit of
the rocks I have before defcribed.
Ou this w;as planned and ere&ed
a very flrong block-houfe, with
twp, batteries adjoining, by Sir James
Wallace. Prior to his taking upon
hinfelf the government of Newfound-
land, this fpot was almoft inacceßlible
fron MpraTes, broken rocks, and
woods; its brow was only occupied
by a folitary building, from whence
fignals were made to apprize the gar-
r'fbn of the approach of fhips; but
no fooner had Admiral Richery fpread
difmay and terror from one extre-
mity of the.ifland to the other, than
the Covernor, fruitful in eefources,
and poffeiffing much forelight and
fagacity, made this pathlefs defert (in

RI C AN- . RE G I S TER,
the fhort period of fix days) very.
different in its appearance. Roadî
were méide, batteries erecied, and it
became almon impregnable. Here he
intended to retreat fhould the Forts
Townfhend and William prove too
weak to refift the attempt of the ene-
ny. Here he determined to make a
ftand againft their fupe-ior force.

Though the height of this place
is 404 feet perpendicular, yet there
are two ponids of moft ,cellent 'Wa-
ter upon it. Thefe fpring up in a
kind of valleS - and from their mar-
gin the afceñit is very eafy and gentle,
and for many feet fearcely rifing in
the leaft degree. Sir James, whofe
mind was ever zealoufly employed for
the public good, had formed a. plan
to ered barracks for the troops, ma-
gazines, a Governor's houfe, and,
frores, on the brink of this water,
which would have rendered the whole
garrifon independent of, and uncon-
neâed ,with, the town and.its inhabi-
tants; for many evils arife from a too
free communication' between the fol-
diery and thofe whom they are ap-
pointed to defend, but, more parti-
cularly at SI. John's, where liquors are
to be procured with fo xnuch eafe.
Though thefe plans were officially
laid before Government for their in-
fpeaion, yet it is to be regret'ed thef
were never realized, in part owing to
the period of his ftation being ex-
pired, and their firm affurance, frorn
the weaknefs of the encmy's naval
force, that no farther attempt could
be made upon the ifland during the
prefent conteft. But when peace lhall
enable them to dispaffionately and
coolly examine their merits, and to
take into the eftimate the importanceP
of the capital of fo valuable a pos0
fefion being rendered impregnablei
I flatter my el, nay, I hQpe, no tine
will be lof in purfuing a plan which
does ,fuç .ifinite credit to' the inge'
rnous proje4or, and which at foina
futuie periêd inay enable its govern$e


