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market every day and made all necessary purchases;

and also to the lowest restaurants, buying up at nominal

prices the half s ,)oiled remnants. A tin box received

fish, meat and vegetables all in one, an earthenware jar,

the coffee grains, tea-leaves, and crusts of bread, which

were used for various culinary purposes.

Meanwhile Methusalem was taken up with commercial

affairs; he kept the shop, and waited upon customers.

He had customers of two sorts, those who needed tools,

who wanted to hire a complete disguise for a day or a

week, and those who wished to engage a room or take

some meals at the Pension Bourgeoise. The ordinary

meal cost ten sous. It comprise^ the daily dish, bre<id

at discretion, a small bottle of wine ai; J a cup of co£Fee.

Dinners i la cartt were such as might be provided at a

second-class restaurant.

A worn-out clock, of which the cuckoo disdained to

appear, struck out six. The Naine immediately seized a

spoon of unusual dimensions, and plunging it into the

pot dipped up the soup. After which, taking the earth-

enware tureen by both handles, she mounted the 8<.airs

with an agility surprising in a being so deformed. Just

as she reached the dining-room the door leading from

the courtyard opened, and a dozen or so of men, with

Methusalem at their head entered. Each one took his

own place, which was indicated by a square of copper,

marked with a figure, and Methusalem began to serve.

"Well, well, boys," he said with a sort of grim jollity,

"how goes business? Have you anything to sell or to

exchange ? Who wants any rabbit skins, rusty iron, or

broken glass?"

" I do," said a man of ferocious aspect, who was ksown

as Rat-de-Cave. "I have six silver forks and spoons

which Providence has thrown in my way; they are first

class, and should sell for twenty-three centimes the

« --^Ml*^
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