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CHAPTER 1.

DiscoverY or Tux New WorLp, py CoLumsus, Rmrarive Posrrion or
iz Two Hmuseuzaes. Neanesr Porvrs—Tuz Ovriyive Istawps,
IrzLAND AND NEwroUNDLAND., FinsT SUGGRSTION OF A SHORTER WAY
r0 Evrors. Lrrrss or Bisuor MuLiock. Tux Evzoraio Truzerars
Cowrany or Newrouworasp, Lasors or Ma. F. N. Gussonsz.
FarLurs or rax Compaxy.

WaHEN Columbus sailed from the shores of Spain;
it was not in search of a New. World, but only to find
a nearer path to the Old. He sought a western pas-
sage to India. He had eome to the belief that the
earth was round ; but he did not once dream of another
continent than the three which had been the ancient
abodes of the human race—Europe, Asia, and Africa. °
All the rest was “the great deep.” Hence he believed
that he could sail direct from Spain to India; that over
that space, covering, as he then supposed, one third of
the round globe, the billows rolled without a shore.
No undiscovered continent existed even in his imagin-
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